
Dear Christian Friends: 
 

January is an odd month.  In one way itôs a month of disappoint-
ment for many as we exit the Christmas season.  As decorations 
are packed away and lights are taken down, a certain dreariness 
sets in.  The days are short and dark.  The weather is cold, often 
with a fair amount of snow, ice, and wind.  With its 31 days of 
length and no big holidays or other festivals to break up the 
month, January seems to drag on forever. 
 

At the same time, January is also a month of hope and promise.  
January, after all, begins the new year.  Many people have much 
brighter outlooks for the new year.  Resolutions are often made 
and we are quite sure that this is the year we can carry them 
through to completion.  This is the year we will lose that weight, 
quit smoking or drinking, be nicer to our spouse, and spend more 
time relaxing with our families.  January makes us feel like we 
have a clean slate and an unstoppable desire to change. 
 

As we begin the new year and our focus turns inward, sometimes 
itôs hard for us to remember that even with an unstoppable desire 
to change that there are certain things that we canôt change.  We 
canôt change the fact that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  
We canôt change the fact that no matter how much desire we 
have, we canôt stop ourselves from sinning.  Our clean slate, it 
would seem, is no so clean. 
 

Fortunately, Christ has already done it all for us.  He has given us 
a clean slate.  He has taken all our sins upon Himself.  He took 
those sins to the cross and died for them.  He gave His own life so 
that we would have forgiveness for our sins.  He rose from the grave three days later so that through 
His rising, we would have eternal life.  He is seated at the right hand o God the Father where He 
continues to intercede for us.  Because Christ intercedes for us, God no longer sees our sinful self, 
but instead He sees Christôs perfection.  No longer does God look at us as an enemy. But He looks 
at us and says, ñthis is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased.ò 
 

So, do we stop making resolutions?  Do we stop trying to improve?  Of course not.  Instead, we go 
on trying, remembering that our strength doesnôt come from within, but comes from Christ.  Through 
Christ, we have the strength and the hope to accomplish our goals and carry through our resolu-
tions.  As we begin the new year, our Lord and Savior will continue to bless us just as He always has 
and will continue to do until He returns in power and glory.  He will continue to strengthen us to do 
His will and through Him, we can achieve what we set out to do. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Heilman 

1 Chronicles 16:11 ï ñLook to the Lord and his strength; seek His face always.ò 
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Worship & Program Staff 

Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Jeremy Heilman 

Associate Pastor:  

Rev. E. Timothy Frick 

Congregation Chair:  

Vicki Seisser 

Elder Chair:  

Fred Goltermann 

Organist & Choir Director:  

Kathy Fane 

Saturday Keyboards:  

Elissa Sullivan 

Praise Team Leaders: 

Becca Bartels and 

Heather Timmermann 

Childrenôs Choir:  

Laura Schaefer 

TLC Preschool Director:  

Cam Durham 

Office Manager:  

Julie Grendahl 

Custodian:  

Doug Timmermann 

 

Articles for the  
February Newsletter  

Due January 19  

 
Trinity òMessengeró 

Newsletter  
Is always available On

-Line  
 

www.tlcgenoa.org 
 

Board of  Administration  

Walcamp Outdoor Ministries 
Updates and coming events: 

 

§ December 2-4 Walcamp held its annual Special Needs   
Advent Camp. Campers enjoyed crafts, field trips,           
and Bible study. It was a great time! 

§ Summer camp and family camp early bird registration 
opens Jan 1

 st
. Sign up now to get our discounted rates.  

§ The Senior High Ski Retreat is January 13-15 at Kalahari 
Resort in Wisconsin Dells. High school groups ski, meet 
new friends, and worship God. Plan to join the fun. 

§ Go to www.walcamp.org to learn more. 
 

Sincerely, 
Chris Shepherd- Marketing 
Walcamp Outdoor Ministries 

www.walcamp.org (815) 784-5141 ext. 26 

 

Happy New Year! 
Can you believe another year has come and gone?  
With the New Year comes new appointments and elections  
to the board of administration. 
I am happy to announce the following: 
Appointments: 
Bill Schlieben- Elder Chair 
Diane Jennings- Secretary 
Both Bill and Diane have agreed to serve a one year term 
 

Election results from the December congregational meeting: 
These board members will begin their two year terms  
effective Jan 1, 2012. 
Board Chair- Teresa Haish 
Treasurer- Tiffany Gibson 
Education and Youth- Nancy Bagsby 
Stewardship- Janet Thompson 
Evangelism- June Marks and Deb Humaniek 
Thank you to those whose terms have  

been completed. 

 

Vicki Seisser 

http://www.walcamp.org/
http://www.walcamp.org
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Trinityôs Human Care Ministry 
 
All members of Trinity are invited to join the volunteers of Human Care Ministry for the annual meet-
ing between services on Sunday, January 15th. Sherry Anderson in the January 15th HomeTouch 
Newsletter states, "Volunteers don't get paid, not because their worthless, but because they're price-
less."  
Timothy Merrill, in the same article, notes A study on Volunteering in America cites 62 million Ameri-
cans report volunteering at religious and non-profit organizations. The state of Utah reported 45% of 
residents volunteer time for service work. The Bible Belt states of Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, and 
South Dakota follow with the largest number of volunteers in America. Merrill believes this data indi-
cates that faith motivates people to volunteer. Persons who believe they are Children of a Loving, 
Merciful God are more likely to serve as volunteers than non-believers. Why do Christians want to 
serve others? Glenn Hinson, an author, states, "Service puts faith into action and deepens our expe-
rience of God's ability to work wonders." 
Again, the mission of Trinity Lutheran Church is, "to spread the Love of God and meet the needs of 
all people through Christian Worship and Fellowship." The mission reflects Jesus teaching and life 
as a servant who encourages His followers to love and serve one another (Matthew 25:35-40, Gala-
tians 5:13, Luke 22:27, 1 Peter 5:1-2). 
Each member of Trinity is blessed with a servant's heart, and Human Care Ministry provides an op-
portunity to also use hands in service. Please think about attending the meeting on Sunday, January 
15th. 
Blessings, Bonnie Koerner  

From the Musicians Diary 
 
ñIn the Bleak Midwinterò was written by English poet Christina Rossetti (1830-1894), in response to  
a request from the magazine Scribnerôs Monthly, for a Christmas poem.  Rossetti was the deeply  
religious daughter of an Italian emigrant teacher, and an English mother. 
 

It became a Christmas carol after it appeared in The English Hymnal in 1906, with a musical setting 
by Gustav Holst (1874-1934.)  The tune ñCranhamò was composed by Holst, specifically for the text 
by Rossetti. 
 

In verse one, Rossetti describes the physical characteristics of the land at the time of  Christôs birth:   
 

    ñIn the bleak midwinter, Frosty winds made moan, Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a stone; 
     Snow had fallen, snow on snow, Snow on snow; in the bleak midwinter, Long ago.ò 
 

Verse two contrasts the first and second coming of Christ. The third verse dwells on Christôs birth, 
and describes the simple surroundings, in a humble stable, watched by beasts of burden.   
The final verse may be the most well-known and loved: 
 

   ñWhat can I give him, Poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
    If I were a wise man, I would do my part; Yet what can I give Him, Give Him my heart.ò 
 

Fred D. Gealy has written about this carol:  ñIt is not a prayer, nor a song with praise to God,  
but it is a proclamation, a witness to the amazing mystery of what the Church calls óIncarnation,ô  
God becoming man, yet so that God remains God and man remains man.ò 
 

Try to stay warm and cozy in our bleak Midwestern winter! 
Kathy Fane, Organist and Sanctuary Choir Director 
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College Age Ministry 
A group just for  

college age students!  

Meetings on Sunday nights at 7:00 
p.m. every other Sunday. 

There is fellowship and Bible study.  
It's very casual so don't let the  
Bible study scare you.  

Come join us in the Youth Room and 
we can share experiences, concerns  
and help each other through these  

decision making years.   

ART & CRAFT FRIDAYS 
 

Do you have a craft project you are working on?  
Bring your supplies and spend  
some time working to finish it  

while having a good time with your friends.  
We meet the second Friday of every month.   
The next one is January 13th from 6:30-9:00. 

TLC Preschool 

SPF: Senior High Youth Group 
 

Watch the bulletin or check the Youth Room  
for details. 

Remember SPF is on Monday nights starting at 
6:30 ending at 8:00.  

We are looking at the book of Genesis for a little each 
week and then having some fun.  

Come join us if you never have or have been away for 
a while. If you need a ride contact Dave or Nancy  

and we will pick you up. 
The topics for January are  

winter, nursery rhymes, and my senses.  
 

The letters for the month are  
O, P, Q, and R.  

 
The numbers this month are  
one, two, three and four.  

The Bible stories will be about Jesus, 
John, miracles and the Lord's Prayer.  

 
Have a happy new year.  
God bless everyone!  

Miss Cam and Miss Laurie 

 

Church Potluck 
New Year, New Tradition 
We are getting together  

the last Sunday of each month for a church potluck. 
The first one is January 30th after the 2nd service. 

Bring a dish to pass and table service.  
Come join us for some ñsnowyò fun. 
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Christian Menôs Group 
Next meeting is January 28 at 7:00 a.m. at Kirkland Family Restaurant  

 

We meet for breakfast. No preparation or work. required ï this is all about  
Christian fellowship, casual conversation and getting to know each other better.  

All men are welcome to join. - Bill Sherman 

 

Pastorsô Contact Information 
 

Pastor Jeremy Heilman, Senior Pastor 
 709 Dan Court, Genoa,  815-784-4960 or cell: 773-407-2698 

Pastor E. Timothy Frick, Associate Pastor 
 12109 Ellwood Greens Rd., Genoa 815-784-2362 or cell: 847-420-0159 
The Pastorsô  phone numbers are included in their answering machine message  

           through the church office. 

Roof Fundraiser 
 

Trinityôs roof was repaired last year with a cost of  $29,730! The congregation 
requested a fundraiser to replenish the fund used to pay for the roof.  

Stop by the small white church in the hallway and check-out how much your  
donation can purchase to help cover the cost to cover Trinityôs roof!  

Thank you, Jason Heck, Property Chair 

Christian Senior Ministries 
Greetings as we approach the celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and the beginning of a New 

Year! 
These are exciting times which bring us many opportunities and as always, along with opportunities often 

come challenges.  Christian Senior Ministries held its first worship service on January 12, 2000, eleven peo-
ple attended.  Since that first service this ministry has steadily grown to meet the spiritual needs of those re-
siding in senior housing facilities throughout DeKalb and Ogle Counties.  When we first began this ministry 
there was little if any organized Christian presence at many of our nursing homes and senior residences.  To-
day we are pleased to say that has changed for the better. 
At the beginning of 2003, Christian Senior Ministries was conducting eighteen services at various facili-

ties.  Since 2003 it has been necessary for us to discontinue four of those services while somehow still mak-
ing time to add seven more.  This ministry began as a part time ministry expanding quickly to a more than full 
time calling. 
Today it is necessary for us to announce that once again it has become necessary for us to make some 

changes.  Circumstances lead us to once again serve this mission field on a part time basis. 
Effective January 1st, Christian Senior Ministries will discontinue our regular worship services at the Ro-

chelle Rehabilitation & Health Center, Rochelle Gardens, Lincoln Manor in Rochelle, the Colonial House in 
DeKalb, and the Sycamore High Rise.  We will also be eliminating the monthly prayer services at Oak Crest, 
Pine Acres, and the Barb City Manor. 
These changes were not made lightly for it is always difficult to sever ties where we have built strong 

Christian relationships.  We thank God that he has provided these facilities with Christian support from other 
sources and we trust that his presence and his power will be fruitful. 

 

THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN SENIOR MINISTRIES 
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G.I.F.T.  
Godôs Influence on Family Time 

During the 10:30 service after the Children's Message,  
children can join G.I.F.T.  

for sermon connected stories, activity sheets, and center time. 
 

Led by Denise & Dana Timmermann 

On November 17, 2011 100 members and friends from Trinity met in 
Sycamore and packed meals for two hours. Our shift packaged over 
66,500 meals. 
Trinity raised $2,083.56 which translates to 8,681 meals. 
The four day packing event final numbers are: 

¶ total meals packed: 754, 704 (amazing!) 

¶ total children who will eat for a year due our efforts: 2,068 

total volunteers from community: over 3,400 
With this, Feed My Starving children shares with us where the meals pack travel to: 
 

Below is an email from Joel Howells, one of the mobile pack supervisors for our event. 
Below find an updated spreadsheet with several more shipments. This brings the total meal ship-
ment to 690,984 meals! I will send one final email after all of the food has left the warehouse. 
Thanks, 
Joel 

 
Thanks again to all who participated!  You have made a difference in a childôs life. 
 

Date Country Partner Boxes Meals 

11/21/11 El Salvador Convoy of Hope 
(www.convoyofhope.org) 

144 31,104 

11/29/11 Haiti Haiti Child Sponsorship 720 155,520 

11/30/11 Nicaragua Food for the Poor 
(www.foodforthepoor.org) 

1,260 272,160 

12/02/11 Philippines Convoy of Hope 787 169,992 

12/07/2012 Nicaragua Cross International 
(www.crossinternational.org) 

288 62,208 

Bible Study with Pastor Heilman 
 

"Why Do We Do That?"  Sunday Mornings - 9:15 a.m.  
Ever wonder why we, as Lutherans do (or don't do) certain things in certain 
ways?  This will be an interactive study with pastor answering your questions 
as part of class.  So if you've always had questions about the Lutheran (or any 
other) faith bring them to Pastor Heilman in person or by e-mail ahead of time 

and we'll cover your questions in class.  

http://www.convoyofhope.org/
http://www.foodforthepoor.org/
http://www.crossinternational.org/
http://www.fmsc.org/page.aspx?pid=45

