
LETTER FROM PASTOR 

Dear Christian Friends: 
 
As the heat and humidity kick into high gear and the sound of locusts greet 
our ears for the first time, we realize with amazement that we’ve reached 
August already.  That means that school is right around the corner already 
and families start to return from summer activities. 
 
As I’ve spent some time this summer talking to many of the pastors in and 
around the area, it troubles me to hear that attendance in most of their 
churches is dropping.  This frequently, and unfortunately, has nothing to do 
with the quality or number of worship services that are provided.  It seems 
strange that so many people choose not to attend worship so often.  To 
some it may even be disappointing. 
 
Paul addresses the issue of disappointment in his letter to the Romans.  He 
writes, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we 
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in 
our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not 
disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” 
 
God never promised us that things would be easy and he never promised 
us that things wouldn’t change.  It’s easy to look at our changing situation 
and think of it as some sort of punishment, or at the very least as 
disappointing.  But God doesn’t punish us now because He has already 
poured out all of our punishment on His Son at the cross.  Knowing that 
Christ suffered and died to redeem us from sin and knowing the great 
promises that He has given us, we are filled with hope. 
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Letter from Pastor Continued... 
And we do have hope. Our preschool is gearing up for another great year. 
We’re putting all the pieces we need in place for a comfort dog ministry as well.  
In the meantime, we are seeing success in our other outreach efforts as well.  If 
we continue to plant the seed, God will continue to help it grow. 
 
As we head into another school year, please keep our efforts in your prayers.  
Pray that we continue to reach others with God’s Word.  Pray that we, as a 
family of God, continue to seek the lost and bring them to their Savior.  Most of 
all, pray that God’s will be done in all things. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Heilman 
 
Psalm 22:4-5 – “In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted and you delivered 
them. They cried to you and were saved; in you they trusted and were not 
disappointed.” 

Thank You! 
A big THANK YOU goes out to Brandy Guptail for 
filling in as our Trinity Office Manager the last three 
months.  Brandy learned the position very quickly 
and did a great job.  Her willingness to help Trinity 
out during a time of need has been very much 
appreciated.  Welcome back also to Amanda Scott 
who returned to work July 2nd.  Trinity is blessed to 
have such talented and faithful members serving our 
church.  

DIY - FMSC 

 Do It yourself Feed My Starving Children Challenge for 
August!  August is the last month of summer and then 
we head into fall.   Trinity has raised $617.11 which is 
2,805 meals!  Thank you for this support.  This month’s 
challenge is to do it yourself at home for how you can 
save quarters, pennies, and dimes or dollars!  Every 22 
cents gives a meal to a child.  I am sure there are fun 
and creative ways that families and friends can raise 
quarters!  Maybe a quarter jars when a not so nice 
word is said?  Maybe a bags challenge between friends
- each round losers put a quarter in the bucket?   
Please return your DIY funds to the office at the end of 
August with a note on what you did to raise the funds!  I 
look forward to being able to share the stories in next 
month’s newsletter!  Thank you all.  Vicki Seisser –
FMSC fundraising  

VBS 
Thank you to everyone who helped with 
vbs and donated items for vbs. We had 
71 children attend vbs. The offering went 
to the Genoa-Kingston Rescue Squad 
and Fire Department. We had a lot of fun 
being shipwrecked and learning how 
Jesus rescues us when we are lonely, 
worried, struggling, powerless and do 
wrong. This program helped to empower 
the children and showed them that they 
can always rely on Jesus. It was a great 
week! 
 
Nycol Durham 
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From the Musician’s Diary 

 

A hymn which we recently sang at the 8:00 

service was “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer.” 

The tune was composed by John Hughes in 1907, 

in Tonteg, Wales, to commemorate a music festival 

held in nearby Hopkinstown. It was first performed 

November 1, 1907, to Welsh words by Ann 

Griffiths. William and Peter Williams translated her 

words.  William graduated from university as a 

physician, intending to become a medical doctor.  

But he was converted upon hearing a sermon, 

standing on a gravestone, in a churchyard. Thus, 

he became a physician of the soul—a preacher. 

Williams’ conversion occurred at the time of “The 

Great Awakening,” (in the 1700’s), a time of 

renewed Christian zeal and open-air evangelism, in 

many parts of the world. 

This hymn talks of our pilgrimage through 

life, asking God to provide for us, and bring us 

safely to heaven at the end of our lives. The 

images of “barren land”, “fiery cloudy pillar,” and 

“verge of Jordan” are all from the story of Moses 

leading the Hebrews from Egypt to the promised 

land.  Parts of that story are used to convey the 

prayer of just one poor sinner, asking Christ, the 

“bread of Heaven”, to feed us spiritually, wishing 

for God’s guidance, trusting in His grace, and 

offering humble praise. 

This hymn was sung at the funeral service 

of Princess Diana in September, 1997. It was also 

sung at the May, 2018 wedding of Prince Harry 

and Meghan Markel, a touching tribute to Princess 

Diana, Harry’s mother. 

 

Blessings to you 

Kathy Fane 

Trinity Lutheran “good deed” Cards 
 Written by Rick Happ 

 
 Over the last several months, I have handed 
out Trinity Lutheran business cards to members of the 
congregation.  On the cards is written, “Together we 
can change the world, one good deed at a time.”  The 
idea of the cards is to encourage us as believers to be 
Christians in our community but also help make our 
church more widely known in our community.  I’ve had 
a couple people tell me their heartwarming story about 
their experience with the cards.    Here is another sto-
ry by an anonymous Trinity church member: 
 

 It was early evening and we 
were at Farm & Fleet getting some new 
tires for the car. The person waiting on 
us was the same person who had giv-
en us prices a few days earlier. Both 
times he looked to be pretty busy wait-
ing on customers at the tire counter by 
himself. Several customers were in line 
and the phone was also ringing, com-
peting for his attention. Both times he 
was very cordial to everyone but you 
could see he was very busy and fo-
cused on what he was doing – we had 
never seen him smile during this whole 
time. While our tires were being in-
stalled we walked over to Culvers for 
dinner and while there we decided we 
would get a gift certificate and give it to 
the man at the counter. When we got 
back to the counter they had finished 
installing our tires and the man rang us 
up and gave us all our paperwork. This 
was later in the evening and the tire 
counter was starting to slow down – we 
were the only customers at the time. As 
we were thanking him we presented 
the Culvers gift certificate and a Trinity 
Church “good deed” card to him. His 
face at first showed surprise and confu-
sion but then it broke into a big smile. 
We spoke for several minutes and he 
thanked us and said he would most 
definitely pay it forward. It was clear we 
had made his day – and seeing him 
smile and seeing how grateful he was 
made ours. Such a simple act can have 
such a wonderful impact on another 
person. 

 
Have you received any Trinity Lutheran ‘good 

deeds’ cards to give away?  What has your experi-
ence been? 



Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) is one of the mission’s Trinity supports that are global.  I wanted 

to share financial information/charity rating about the organization with our church community.  Our 

mobile packing event is coming up in November and we continue to give quarters to feed the hungry.  

Thank you for your ongoing support. Vicki Seisser 

This information is taken from the Charity Navigator website that reviews charities. https://

www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=9307 

 

Mission: Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) is a Christian nonprofit dedicated to providing nutritious 

meals to children worldwide. FMSC meals are hand-packed by volunteers and sent to an incredible 

network of partner organizations who distribute them to those in need. More than 1.2 million volunteers 

packed more than 333 million FMSC meals in 2017. More than 90 percent total donations go directly to 

feed kids. 

Choir Invite 
 

We invite anyone in the congregation who loves to sing, to join us as we begin Sanctuary Choir 
rehearsals for another choir year, on Wednesday, August 29, at 5:30 p.m. We sing a variety of 
traditional and blended sacred music, for Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. services, twice a month, and a 
few extra services, especially during Advent and Lenten seasons. Please consider joining us!  You 
are most welcome to attend our first rehearsal. This is an important ministry to Trinity Church, as well 
as an enjoyable Christian fellowship. 

We also invite you to join the Community Choir for its first rehearsal on Wednesday, 
September 12, at 5:30 p.m., when we’ll begin our preparation for the Christmas cantata.  This is ideal 
for those who might not want to commit to a whole nine-month choir season. We have members of all 
church affiliations in the wider Genoa community.  The Sanctuary Choir then practices afterward, at 
6:30 p.m., until 7:15, or so. You don’t need to be able to read music to sing with us. Please consider 
joining us! (there are no auditions.) 

---Kathy Fane and the Sanctuary Choir 

https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=9307
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=9307


Health & Wellness 
Summer weather allows families and friends to spend time together at reunions, concerts, and ballgames.  While 
children look forward to fun and food, older people may wonder if they will remember names, the right time and 
place.  The memory center of the aging brain recedes slightly causing occasional lapses in mental acuity and 
memory.  Senior moments are annoying, but do not interfere with activities of daily living.  This letter looks at the 
difference between mild cognitive impairment and dementia. 
 
The Alzheimer's Association defines dementia as the, "general term for the decline in mental ability severe enough 
to to interfere with daily life."  The following four types of dementia and ways to reduce risk factors are described in 
the Mayo Clinic Health Letter, December 2017.  
 
    * Alzheimer's disease, the cause of 60 to 80 percent of dementia cases, results from brain cell destruction. Early 
symptoms include depression and memory loss of recent things.  Over time, increasing memory, l loss, language 
problems, confusion, impaired judgement, and behavioral changes lead to difficulty with activities of daily living, and 
24 hour assistance is necessary to remain physically well and safe. 
     *Vascular dementia results from a stroke or lack of oxygen to the brain.  While physical impairment tends to  
      be worse, memory loss is usually milder than in persons with Alzheimer's disease. 
      *Dementia with Lewy bodies is closely related to Parkinson's dementia with difficulty sleeping, hallucinations, 
        and slow or unbalanced walk. 
      *Frontotemporal lobar degeneration results in behavioral and language difficulties but memory is intact in early 
stages.  
         
While research in preventing dementia is continuing, the following behaviors are associated with lowering the risk of 
occurrence: 
 
        *Controlling diabetes, high blood pressure, and obesity can improve heart health, 
        *Exercising mind and body daily, 
        *No smoking as it has been associated with a 41 percent increased risk of dementia. 
        *Staying socially active. 
        *Avoiding head trauma by wearing seat belts in vehicles and helmets in appropriate activities. 
 
"....While it's true we all lose neurons as we age, dementia institutes a greater loss and is not considered a normal 
part of the aging process, according to the National Institute on Aging."  While senior citizens may have  
senior moments, most of the time they are mentally well, just a little slower. 
 
Blessings and peace,  
Bonnie 

SAVE  THE  DATE--The annual Christmas  bus trip this year to the Fireside Dinner Theatre will 
be December 2, 2018.  Your cost will again be $75 per person including the bus, the dinner, all 
gratuities and of course the musical which this year is the musical ELF.  We will be posting 
more information and sign up sheets sometime in mid September. 
 
 
PRESCHOOL 
Registrations for the 2018-2019 school year are still being accepted. There is a $35 non-
refundable registration fee and $10 annual snack fee. The tuition for the 3 year old class is $70/ 
month and tuition for the 4 year old class is $90/ month. To register or for more information 
call 815-784-2522 or email tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com. 
 
 
THANK YOU! 
Thank you to whoever weeded the preschool playground. Great job. It was done just in time 
for the vbs children to use it. I greatly appreciate it. 
Miss Cam 

mailto:tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com




Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Kyle McNamara 

Cody Busch 

Madyson King 

Mark Pahnke 

Trudy Schlieben 

Charlotte Bohn 

Katie Gahlbeck 

Debra Gum 

Nash Boehmer 

Amber Smith 

Gary Koerner 

Ryan Craig 

James Marberry 

Mike Bockstahler 

Erin Fidler 

Nathan Skarzynski 

Kellie Boles 

Tommy Lucca 

Travis Hughes 

Jeff Nesler 

Jackson Ortegel 

Garrett Windau 

Trevor Bollech 

Kristin Brynteson 

Deb Humeniak 

Wesley Kramer 

William Kramer 

Ami Busse 

Ashley McIntyre 

Richard Nelson 

Brysen Smith 

Alex Werner 

Brecken Werner 

Samantha Busse 

Bonnie Koerner 

Logan Kurowski 

Abigail King 

Wyatt Kramer 

Mitch Rausch 

David Clark 

Jen Hodgson 

Shaeley McCoy 

Mardell Ross 

Bill Schlieben 

Ben Franson 

Darlene Lichthardt 

Michelle Anderson (Runnion) 

Tanner Grimm 

Zoe Musil 

Carol Seisser 

Peggy Werner 

Allison Zientek 

Barrett Amen 

Joshua Flury 

James Fowler 

Michael Hartwig 

Jen Melnick 

Carlee Siggeman 

Michael Budzien 

Arliss Errera 

Laura Stewart 

Joan Stoffregen 

Alyssa Jennings 

Justin Montgomery 

Mikhail Slavenas 

Valerie Amen 

Diane Hansel 

Robert Swanson 

James Hurtado 

Richard Humeniak 

Karen Scherer-Noftz 

Helen Stoffregen 

Gertrude Wylde 

Robert Bird 

Shawn Beisner 

John Craig Jr 

John & Cindy Baenziger 

Jeff & Julie Bartels 
Jeffrey & Jamie Keifer 

Dianna & David Boehmer 
Paul & Karen Beauchamp 

Eric & Lori Slavenas 
Richard & Brandy Guptail 
Kenneth & Jen Hodgson 

Bill & Sherri Elkinton 
Brad & Lorene McIntyre 

Gerry & Debbie Fredricks 
Bradley & Cindy Busch 

Eugene & Joan Johnson 
John & Rachel Kramer 



August 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 

1:30 PM Pray-

er Team 

8:00 PM AA 

3 

Office Closed 

4 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

5 

8:00 AM Trad. 

Worship 

9:15 AM Edu-

cation & Fel-

lowship Hour 

10:30 AM Con-

temp. Worship 

6 7 

6:00 PM 

Praise Team 

7:00 PM Men’s 

Bible Study 

8 9 

7:00 PM Elder 

Meeting 

8:00 PM AA 

10 

Office Closed 

11 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

12 

8:00 AM Trad. 

Worship 

9:15 AM Edu-

cation & Fel-

lowship Hour 

10:30 AM Con-

temp. Worship 

13 14 

6:00 PM 

Praise Team 

15 16 

1:30 PM La-

dies Aid 

8:00 PM AA 

17 

Office Closed 

18 

8:00 AM 

Women’s 

Breakfast 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

19 

8:00 AM Trad. 

Worship 

9:15 AM Edu-

cation & Fel-

lowship Hour 

10:30 AM Con-

temp. Worship 

20 

7:00 PM BOA 

21 

6:00 PM 

Praise Team 

6-7:30 PM  

Confirmation 

Camp 

7:00 PM Men’s 

Bible Study 

22 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

23 

5:00 PM  

Confirmation 

Registration 

8:00 PM AA 

24 

Office Closed 

25 

7:00 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 

 

9:00 AM  

Confirmation  

Registration 
 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

26 

8:00 AM Trad. 

Worship 

9:15 AM Edu-

cation & Fel-

lowship Hour 

10:30 AM Con-

temp. Worship 

27 28 

9:30 AM 
Newsletter  

Assembling 

6:00 PM  

Confirmation 
Registration 

6:00 PM 
Praise Team 

29 

5:30 PM  

Sanctuary 
Choir 

30 

8:00 PM AA 

31 

Office Closed 

 








