
Moving Forward 
 

For many congregations, dealing with a pastoral vacancy is the most 
difficult time they have to face.   
 

What will be the strengths/weaknesses of the new Pastor.   
Will he preach God’s Word with conviction, calling us to repentance for 

our sin and unequivocally proclaiming the forgiveness found only 
through faith in Christ?   

What will be his vision for the future of Trinity and how will he suggest 
that congregation fulfill that vision?   

Will he reflect the love of God to all and draw all to the throne of grace?   
 
We don’t know if those questions will be answered in just a few months (as 
the call committee works with due diligence) or in a year or more.  The next 
pastor will be installed according to God’s timetable.   
 
The first reaction to a vacancy is often to sit back and see what happens, to 
just coast along, to wait for the next pastor to spur us on.  But that is not the 
calling of the church.  We are placed here in Genoa to be witness to all our 
members and to the community around us.  We are to reflect the love of 
God.  We are to share the message to the hurting.   
 
And we can easily start close to home.  An article in Outreach magazine 
reported on a survey taken of people who used to regularly attend church 
and who had lost their connection with a local congregation.  It was one of 
those “check all that apply” surveys so percentages often added up to more 
than 100%.   
 
First on the list (at 60%) were life changes that prompted people to leave 
the church.  And at the top of this category was the reason “simply too 
busy.”  Also included in their list of “life changes” were family/home 
reasons, moving away, work obligations and divorce.   
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Letter from Pastor continued……. 

The next major category was that they saw the church as unloving, 45% 
saying that other members were judgmental and hypocritical.   
 
Finally came the category of “Disenchantment with the current state of the 
church” (37%).  This included such issues of sexual misconduct (i.e. RCC, 
Southern Baptist), financial expenditures, no Bible based preaching, etc.   
 
And then it listed 6 false assumptions that “church folk” generally make 
about those who have fallen away.  The facts are (the truth is): 
They are not mad at the church.   
Young adults (18-35) are seeking spiritual guidance.  While some are 

rebellious, that is not the majority.    
They don’t feel awkward about going back.  Only 15% indicated that that 

would be a factor.   
Denominational preferences do not change.   
Most “returnees” wish to remain unobtrusive for their first visit.  The 

second visit is the important contact point.   
They are looking for “sound Biblical teaching that applies to their lives.”   
 
Now the point--  41% of all former church members said that they would 
return to the local church if a friend or acquaintance invited them.   
 
We are not called to “wait and see,” to “sit back and relax,” “to play it safe.”  
We are called to press on, to move forward, to go and make (or re-claim) 
disciples.  If anything, this is a time to step up and move God’s work 
forward.  41% of the ex-church member crowd would be open to returning 
to church if someone they knew asked them.   
 
So who do you know that fits into this group?   

 

 

Join Us  
Congregation Meeting August 4th 

 

There will be a short congregation meeting immediately following the 9:30 a.m. service on 
Sunday, August 4th, 2019.  The agenda will be as follows: 

1.  Welcome. 

2. Opening Prayer. 

3. Discuss and invite congregation comments on the Board of Administration's plan to approve 
3 quotes received for facilities work needed to implement Trinity's Active Shooter Plan. The 
B.O.A. plans on voting on these quotes at a special B.O.A. meeting to be held following the 
congregation meeting.  Copies of all quotes received are available in the church office for your 
review. 

4. Close with Lord's Prayer. 

Pastor’s Contact Info. 

 

Rev. Donald Balgeman  

Vacancy Pastor 

 

H: 630-549-6380 

C: 815-621-7223 

 

balgeman@isp.com 

pastor@tlcgenoa.org 

 

Pastor’s extension at 

Church is “11”. 

mailto:balgeman@isp.com


Health & Wellness 
Be kind whenever possible...it is always possible.  Melanie Silva shares the following story on kindness in a July Home 
Touch Letter. 
 
One day a poor boy named Howard was selling goods door to door to pay his way through school.  He was so hungry 
that he decided he would ask for a meal at the next house.   However, he lost his nerve when a young woman 
answered the door, and asked only for a drink of water. 
 
She thought he looked hungry, so brought him a large glass of milk.  When he asked how much he owed her, she 
responded, "Nothing, our mother taught us never to accept payment for kindness."  He thanked her, and left feeling 
physically and spiritually stronger. 
 
Years later that same young woman became critically ill, and was transferred to a big city for consultation with 
specialists.  Dr. Howard Kelly was one of the physicians on the staff.  Hearing the name of the town she was from, he 
went to her room and recognized her at once.  From that day forward, he gave special attention to her case.  After a 
long struggle, the disease was cured. 
 
Dr. Kelly requested the business office to pass the final bill to him for approval.  He looked at it and then wrote 
something on the margin of the bill, which was sent to her room.  She feared to open it, believing it would take the rest 
of her life to pay the bill in full.   
 
Finally, she opened the bill.  On the margin of the paper, she read these words. "Paid in full with one large glass of 
milk."  The signature read, "Dr. Howard Kelly." 
 
The gist of this story is true, although...in the telling of it over time...some details have no doubt been embellished.  But 
the truth the story emphasizes is timeless:  Nothing is more important than simple acts of kindness and giving. 
 
May we act with kindness as we love one another. 
 
Bonnie Koerner  

August--- the month that brings children back to school, young adults off to 

college, vacations wrapping up, hot weather, watching the crops grow, praying for rain or heat, we never 

know each year what August will need for the harvest. 

For our Comfort Corner – let’s look forward to our Comfort Dog Ministry.  This year, we are a definitely a 

Church in Waiting.  We could list so much that we are waiting for… however, this month let’s talk about 

what we have been given. 

We have been approved as a Lutheran Church Charities affiliate Comfort Dog Ministry.  We have been 

blessed to have the base funding raised to receive our dog.  We have many parts of the ministry in place.  We 

have a Top Dog (coordinates and leads the ministry with our Pastor). We have a groomer. We have 

communications writers.  We have handlers both for Comfort and Military vesting.  We have ministry helpers 

(they tag team with the handlers on visits) and we have prayer warriors and supporters.  Our church is a small 

church… taking on a Comfort Dog ministry will bring many of us opportunities to serve side by side and 

bring Christ’s love to those in need. 

“Now there are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but it is the same Holy Spirit who is the source of them all. 

There are different kinds of service in the church, but it is the same Lord we are serving. There are different 

ways God works in our lives, but it is the same God who does the work through all of us.  A spiritual gift is 

given to each of us as a means of helping the entire church”.   1 Corinthians 12 4.-7. 



 

Have you noticed, as you’re driving, that there 
are quite a few drivers who don’t seem to have any 
patience behind the wheel?  Patience is a trait that 
many people seem to be short of, myself included. 
(Sometimes, I have to really work at being patient.)  
But patience is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
[Galatians 5:22.]  According to Strong’s Concise 
Concordance of the Bible, the word “patience” is 
referred to in at least 48 separate Bible verses. God 
must have felt strongly about “being still before the 
Lord, and waiting patiently for Him.”  [Psalm 37:7a.]  
Also, in Psalm 40, vs. 1: “I waited patiently for the 
Lord; He inclined to me and heard my cry.”  And in 
Psalm 46, vs. 10: “Be still, and know that I am God.” 

This brought to my mind the hymn, “Be Still, 
My Soul,” which has been paired so well with the 
tune “Finlandia,” a major musical work composed by 
Jean Sibelius, in 1899. Sibelius composed this 
musical score for a pageant which celebrated and 
supported the campaign for Finland’s nationalism 
and patriotism.   The chorale-tune “Finlandia” is just a 
small part of the larger work.  Katharine A. 
vonSchlegel wrote the text to this hymn in 1752; it 
was translated from German to English by Jane 
Borthwick in 1855. VonSchlegel was a “Stiftsfraulein” 
in the Evangelical Lutheran Stift, a Protestant 
nunnery. 

This hymn was widely sung during World War 
II, when it comforted an entire nation. Virgil Bachman 
of Port Huron, Michigan, wrote in his church 
newsletter, “It was not until I sang it in a small church 
service in France during W.W. II, that it became part 
of my life.  The war in Europe was going badly. The 
news from the front was disheartening.  We were 
edgy, confused, and discouraged.  When we sang, it 
was as though the Lord was speaking to me in a very 
personal way. ‘Bear patiently the cross of grief or 
pain’---the cross of war---.  We continued, ‘Be still my 
soul, thy God doth undertake to guide the future as 
He has the past.’  God seemed to whisper to me, 
‘Don’t give up, I’m still in command, yes, even here.’  
With renewed spirit, I was able to sing the last 
stanza, ‘Be still my soul, when change and tears are 
past, all safe and blessed, we shall meet at last.’  
Peace!  God did spare me and allow me to return to 
my loved ones and His service, and still preserves 
me.” 

If we are patient in our trials and tribulations, 
and “wait for the Lord,” God, in his own time and His 
own way, always responds to our prayers and pleas 
for mercy and comfort. 

Kathy Fane 

Join the Choir! 

We invite anyone in the 

congregation who loves to sing, to join 

us as we begin Sanctuary Choir 

rehearsals for another choir year, on 

Wednesday, September 4, at 4:45 p.m. 

We sing a variety of traditional and 

blended sacred music for Sunday 

morning 8:00 a.m. services, twice a 

month, and a few extra services, 

especially during Advent and Lenten 

seasons. Please consider joining us!  

You are most welcome to attend our first 

rehearsal, and you don’t need to be able 

to read music to sing with us. This is an 

important ministry to Trinity Church, as 

well as an enjoyable Christian 

fellowship.   

We also invite you to join the 

Community Choir for its first rehearsal 

on Wednesday, September 18, at 5:30 

p.m., when we’ll begin our preparation 

for the Christmas cantata.  This is ideal 

for those who might not want to commit 

to a whole nine-month choir season. We 

have members of all church affiliations in 

the wider Genoa community.   Please 

consider joining us! (there are no 

auditions.) 

We hope to see you at one or both 

rehearsals in September! 

---Kathy Fane and the Sanctuary 

Choir 

From the Musician’s Diary 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Weekly announcements for the bulletin are due no later  than noon on Wednesdays.  

 The deadline for the September  issue of the Messenger Newsletter is Wednesday, August 21st.  

 Women’s Breakfast will meet at the Genoa Café at 8:00 on Saturday, August 17th .  

 Men’s Breakfast will meet at the Kirkland Family Restaurant at 7:00am on Saturday, August 24th.  

 There continues to be only be one 9:30am service on Sunday’s alternating between traditional and 

contemporary styles.   

Sunday School Superintendent Needed! 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is in need of a Sunday school superintendent and we 

could use your help! We are looking for someone who would be willing to 

volunteer their time to help us organize Sunday school. Some responsibilities 

would be helping us get teachers lined up to teach Sunday school, possibly 

coming up with new and fun ideas for Sunday school and helping with putting on 

the Christmas program. If you are willing to help or have any questions please 

contact Jill Boehmer at 815-751-4346 or Brandy Guptail at  815-739-1576  

“Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in 

truth”. (1 John 3:18)  

Thank You  
Thank you to those that helped with our breakfast fundraiser last month for Paul and Cindy 

Alsup and also to those that came out and supported them.  With your generous donations we 

were able to raise $4,000.00 to help them through their recovery.  The breakfast was a huge 

success because so many pitched in to help.    

 

Thank you to everyone who helped with and or donated items for VBS last month. We had 71 children 

attend vbs. The offering went to the Trinity Lutheran Church in AL to help build their preschool children 

a playground. We had a lot of fun learning about God’s Miraculous Mission.  It was a great week!  

 

Join us as we kick off a new year of Sunday School!  There will be a single blended worship at 

9:30 am followed by our annual picnic and pie contest.  All are invited!    

VBS - MISSION Completed 

Save The Date -  Rally Day -  September 8th 2019  



 

John & Cindy Baenziger 

Jeffrey & Julie Bartels 

Paul & Karen Beauchamp 

Dianna & David Boehmer 

Bradley & Cindy Busch 

William & Cheryl Elkinton 

Gerry & Debbie Fredricks 

Richard & Brandy Guptail 

Eugene & Joan Johnson 

Jeffrey & Jamie Keifer 

John & Rachel Kramer 

Brad & Lorene McIntyre 

John & Elaine Merchant 

Alvin & Debra Polin 

Keith & Margaret Reinacher 

Eric & Lori Slavenas 

Todd & Amy Walker 

Barrett Amen 

Valerie Amen 

Michelle Anderson (Runnion) 

Shawn Beisner 

Robert Bird 

Michael Bockstahler 

Nash Boehmer 

Charlotte Bohn 

Kellie Boles 

Trevor Bollech 

Kristin Brynteson 

Michael Budzien 

Cody Busch 

Ami Busse 

Samantha Busse 

David Clark 

Ryan Craig 

Arliss Errera 

Erin Fidler 

Joshua Flury 

James Fowler 

Bennett Franson 

Kaitlyn Gahlbeck 

Tanner Grimm 

Debra Gum 

Diane Hansel 

Michael Hartwig 

Jenny Hodgson 

Travis Hughes 

Deborah Humeniak 

Richard Humeniak 

James Hurtado 

Alyssa Jennings 

Abigail King 

Madyson King 

Bonnie Koerner 

Gary Koerner 

Wesley Kramer 

William Kramer 

Wyatt Kramer 

Logan Kurowski 

Darlene Lichthardt 

Thomas Lucca 

James Marberry 

Shaeley McCoy 

Ashley McIntyre 

Kyle McNamara 

Jennifer Melnick 

Alan Melton 

Justin Montgomery 

Zoe Musil 

Richard Nelson 

Jeff Nesler 

Jackson Ortegel 

Mark Pahnke 

Mitchell Rausch 

Mardell Ross 

Karen Scherer-Noftz 

Trudy Schlieben 

William Schlieben 

Carol Seisser 

Carlee Siggeman 

Nathan Skarzynski 

Mikhail Slavenas 

Amber Smith 

Brysen Smith 

Laura Stewart 

Joan Stoffregen 

Robert Swanson 

Alex Werner 

Brecken Werner 

Peggy Werner 

Garrett Windau 

Gertrude Wylde 

Allison Zientek 





August 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

1:30 PM Prayer 
Team 

6:30 PM Seeking 
Him Bible Study 

7:00 PM Widow’s 
Knot Outing 

8:00 PM 

AA Group  

2 

Office 
Closed  

3 

5:30 PM  

Blended Wor-
ship  

4 

8:30 - 9:15 AM 

Bible Study  
 

8:45 AM  

Fellowship Hour 
 

9:30 AM  

Contemporary 
Worship 

10:45 AM Congre-
gational Meeting 

5 6 

9:00 AM 
Woven Out-

ing 

7 8 

6:30 PM Seeking 
Him Bible Study 

8:00 PM 

AA Group  

9 

Office 
Closed  

10 

5:30 PM  

Blended Wor-
ship  

11 

8:30 - 9:15 AM 

Bible Study  
 

8:45 AM  

Fellowship Hour 
 

9:30 AM  

Traditional 

 Worship 

12 

7:00 PM Elder 
Meeting 

13 14 15 

1:30 PM Ladies 
Aid 

6:30 PM Seeking 
Him Bible Study 

8:00 PM 

AA Group  

16 

Office 
Closed  

17 

8:00 AM Wom-
en’s Breakfast 

5:30 PM  

Blended Wor-
ship  

18 

8:30 - 9:15 AM 

Bible Study  
 

8:45 AM  

Fellowship Hour 
 

9:30 AM  

Contemporary 
Worship 

19 

7:00 PM BOA 

20 21 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

22 

6:30 PM Seeking 
Him Bible Study 

8:00 PM 

AA Group  

23 

Office 
Closed  

24 

7:00 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 

5:30 PM  

Blended Wor-
ship  

25 

8:30 - 9:15 AM 

Bible Study  
 

8:45 AM  

Fellowship Hour 
 

9:30 AM  

Traditional 

 Worship 

26 27 

9:00 AM 
Newsletter 
Assembling 

28 29 

6:30 PM Seeking 
Him Bible Study 

8:00 PM 

AA Group  

30 

Office 
Closed  

31 

5:30 PM  

Blended Wor-
ship  






