
Trinity 
Messenger 

Dear Christian Friends: 
 
The great feast of Thanksgiving is now over and now we take a moment 
to rest and allow that amazing array of food to settle.  Soon enough the 
Christmas season will be in full swing and one of the busiest times of the 
year will be upon us.  The hustle and bustle of the Christmas season 
kicks in and the search is on for the perfect Christmas gift. 
 
In an effort to help out with that elusive, “perfect” gift, I have some 
suggestions that you may find helpful. For kids and young adults, I 
suggest a personal Bible or a devotional book.  Nothing says love like 
sharing the Word of God with those who are most important to you. Not 
sure they’ll read it? Don’t want it to become another paperweight on the 
bookshelf? Read it with to or read it with them. Help them understand just 
how important strengthening and feeding your faith is. 
 
Not sure what to get your spouse?  I’ve got a couple of ideas that are 
sure to be a hit.  How about date night? That’s right, date night. I don’t 
care if you’ve been married 10 weeks or 10 years, your marital 
relationship is still a work in progress. Spend time together. Alone. Just 
the two of you. Do it at least once a month. Take turns picking what kind 
of date and where you go. Not sure about date night? Try “no electronics” 
night instead. One night a week, from the time you get home until 
bedtime, put all electronic devices away. No phones or tablets or iPods or 
computers. Spend time talking to each other without the aid of 
technology. Not possible you say? You’d be surprised. 
 
Searching for that perfect family gift? This one is a no-brainer. Time. Time 
is the most precious thing you can give. Family dinner around the table 
together. When was the last time you did that? Family game or movie  
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BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION  
OPEN POSITIONS FOR 2019  

(Two Year Terms) 
 
1. Secretary of the Congregation 
2. Chairperson of the Board of Properties 
3. Chairperson of the Board of Education  
4. Chairperson of the Board of Elders  
 
(Nominees are to be approved at the 
December Congregation Meeting. Your 
prayerful consideration of volunteering for 
one of these positions will be greatly 
appreciated. Please contact Dave 
Oleson, Bill Sherman, or Dan Lichthardt if 
interested.)              

Letter from Pastor Continued... 
 
night. Again, no electronics or other distractions; just time together. 
Worship time together. Worship together as a family on a regular basis. 
Make it a priority. Think it doesn’t matter? Children are far more likely to 
attended church if their parents do. That number goes up greatly if the 
father attends regularly. 
 
Let us not forget in the midst of all of this hustle and bustle that the 
perfect gift has already been given. The whole reason we celebrate at 
Christmas is about Jesus coming into our world as our Savior and King 
that first Christmas morning. The most important gifts are not the ones 
given to Him by the wisemen or the ones we give to each other, but the 
ones that He came to bring us. Jesus brings with Him the gifts of grace, 
mercy, peace, and salvation. Those are the best gifts we would ever be 
given and the most important gifts we can share with each other. 
 
This Christmas share the perfect gifts of Christ with each other. Give 
them to your friends and family. Share them with those who don’t what 
the perfect gift is and are still searching.  Remember that the best gift 
doesn’t come from any store. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Heilman 
 
2 Corinthians 9:15 – “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” 

Pastor’s Contact Info 

 

Rev. Jeremy Heilman,  

Senior Pastor 
 

717 Hortense Dr. 

Kirkland, IL 60146 

 

H:815-522-0074 

C: 773-407-2698 
 

jheilman@tlcgenoa.org 
 

Pastor’s phone numbers are 

included in his answering    

machine message at Church. 

Pastor’s extension number at 

Church is “11”. 

The December Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
December 16, 2018 at 9:30 a.m.  The agenda will be as follows: 

1.  Welcome 

2. Opening Prayer 
3. Properties Update 

4. 2018 Financial Review 

5. Explanation and Approval of 2019 Proposed Budget 
6. Thank Outgoing Members of the Board of Administration 

7. Election of Officers for 2019 

8. Approval of Pastor Heilman and Rick Happ as Trinity's two 
voters for the upcoming LCMS Presidential Election 
 

Preschool News:  

The topics for the month are senses and Christmas. The letters for the month are L, M, N and O. The shapes this month are 
rectangle, diamond, heart and star. The Bible stories will be about Mary, Joseph, Jesus, the shepherds and the wise men. 
Thank you to everyone who donated  baked goods for the preschool bake sale and bought items from the sale. The preschool 
made $240. We appreciate all the support. 
Merry Christmas. 
God bless everyone. 
Miss Cam and Miss Laurie 



 

From the Musician’s Diary 

 

One of our most beloved Christmas carols is “Joy to the World.”  The text was written by Isaac Watts (1674-

1748), who paraphrased the last five verses of Psalm 98, and included it in his 1719 publication, The Psalms of 

David Imitated in the Language of the New Testament.  Watts also used Psalm 96 and Genesis 3 as references. 

He actually did not write this hymn for Christmas. Verse nine of the Psalm 98 reads: “Let them sing before the 

Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.” 

Watts interprets this as a reference to Christ. The theme of “Christ’s coming” made it an appropriate hymn to 

be sung at Christmastime. 

 In stanzas 1 and 2, Watts writes of heaven and earth rejoicing at the coming of the King. Verse 3 speaks 

of Christ’s blessings in victory over the realm of sin. Verse 4 celebrates Christ’s rule over the nations.  

 Albert Bailey writes, “It is one of the most joyous Christmas hymns in existence; not in the sense of 

merry-making but in the solemn realization of what Christ’s birth has meant to mankind” [The Gospel in 

Hymns].  The phrase “far as the curse is found” is omitted from many hymnals, since there is no reference to 

this “curse” in those particular Psalms. However, Genesis 3: 17-18 refers to this phrase; talking to Adam, God 

said, “cursed is the ground because of you.” 

 There are various theories as to where this melody came from. Some believed that Lowell Mason was 

the arranger; others believe that he changed only four notes of an existing tune. What is clear, however, is that 

the tune, ANTIOCH, is borrowed from the various melodies found within Handel’s Messiah. The opening phrase 

sounds like the chorus “Glory to God”, from the Messiah, and other parts of the hymn-tune are similar to 

“Comfort Ye My People” (also from the Messiah.) So, the tune is often attributed to Handel, with Lowell Mason 

as the arranger and combiner of text and tune. 

 One more interesting fact:  as of the late 20th century, “Joy to the World” was the most-published 

Christmas hymn in North America. It was published in 1,387 hymnals in North America before 1979 [from The 

Dictionary of North American Hymnology.] 

 [Reference:   Hymnary.org] 

Have a most blessed and joyous Christmas and a happy, healthful New Year! 

Kathy Fane 



Amazon Smile 

Health & Wellness 
Advent, the four weeks before Christmas, is a time of 
hope, peace, joy, and love for Christians.  Melanie Silva in 
a December Home Touch Letter shares the following 
thoughts on expecting, waiting, and hoping in the days 
before Christmas.  2018 years ago, Mary was expecting, 
waiting, and hoping too. 

 

Waiting sounds easy, but may be difficult and forgotten in 
the busy time preparing to celebrate Christmas.  Cards 
and letters to send,  gifts to buy and wrap, decorations to 
unpack and set up, and dinners to prepare  may 
turn  waiting into stressful activity.   Doing something is 
easier than waiting expectantly with hope.This year try to 
purposely substitute waiting for activity during Advent. 

 

Silva states, "Why limit the attitude of waiting to 
Advent?  Wouldn't this be the best way to greet each 
day?  In stillness?  In hope?  And always expectant? 

    *  Each day could be a day in which to expect  
wonderful things to happen.                                             

    *  Each day expect the best from people who come 
your way. 

    *  Expecting with the hope of Christmas.  That's Advent. 

    *  It's also the way Christians want to live every day! 

 

Prayer:  Let this Advent season be different for me, O 
God.  Grant me your grace to wait in expectant stillness, 
full of hope for what is to come.  In Jesus' name.  Amen."  

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Bonnie Koerner 

Do you shop on Amazon for Christmas gifts for 
your loved ones?  If you do, then please 
consider using Amazon Smile for you 
purchases this holiday season.  You will use 
your same Amazon account, same information, 
etc.  Trinity Lutheran will freely receive .5% of 
the value of your purchases.  This is not much, 
but if we all do it, then it will surely add up.  If it’s 
your first time, please go to Trinity’s webpage 
labeled Resources where you will find a quick 
link to Smile.Amazon.com with Trinity Lutheran 
Church preselected as your charity of choice to 
support.  As of October 2018, our church has 
freely received from Amazon Smile $35.96.   

Thank you from the 7th grade confirmation class 

for dining with us at breakfast. Thanks for all the    

generous donations!  We raised 2, 873 meals for Feed 

My Starving Children.  This was the first breakfast that 

we planned and prepared!  We wanted to share with 

you what went well and what we might change. 

Bad: Need more bacon and chocolate chips, less      

onions and peppers, more OJ and apple juice, more 

strawberries, smaller grapes, needed a chocolate    

fountain, less meat- no sausage, map out power       

requirements for kitchen 

Well:  Omelets, we worked well together, meat was 

good, a lot of people, kids and families liked the    

chocolate chip pancakes, coffee cake was good,      

Nancy’s timing guidance on when to start cooking was 

good, everyone had something to do. 

We look forward to the next breakfast we cook for 

you! 

   

              

                     2018 Results:  

Meals Packed: 1,430,352 
Volunteers: 5,045 
Funds Raised: $315,000.00 

 

Thank You Dekalb County 
We Made A Difference!  
 
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat” 
- Matthew 25:35 



Christmas Cantata 
December 8 & 9 2018  

 The Genoa Community Choir will present our Christmas cantata,  A Great 
and Mighty Wonder, on Saturday, December 8 (5:30 pm) and Sunday, December 
9 (8:00 & 10:30 am) at Trinity Chuch.  

 The Christmas story prompts us to a profound sense of awe and wonder.  
First-century witnesses stood in awe of this wondrous event, and the story 
continues to stir the hearts and minds of people who hear it afresh each year.  
The composer and arranger, Tom Fettke, takes us again to Bethlehem to 
experience the fulfillment of God’s plan in a humble manger.  Beloved and 
familiar carols along with inspiring new texts and melodies are masterfully 
blended to create a Christmas worship experience as again we are invited to  
celebrate the great and might wonder of God’s love!  

[Taken from the Foreword of A Great and Might Wonder, published by Exaltation, a division of Lorenz Publishing Co.  Copyright 2005.] 

 You are cordially invited to a soup and sandwich supper after the 5:30 pm service, Saturday evening,  
sponsored by Trinity’s Sanctuary Choir.  Please join us and bring your family and friends, as we celebrate the 
Advent and birth of Christ, our Savior, at our three services December 8 and 9!  

Annual Christmas Dinner 
The annual Christmas Dinner will be on Saturday, December 15th following the children’s program at 
6:30.  Ladies Aid members with the assistance of Dale and Darlene Lichthardt will provide turkey, 
potatoes, gravy, dressing, rolls, beverages, and table service.  Please bring a dish to share such as a salad, 
fruit, vegetable, relish, or dessert.  Registration sheets for family name and number attending will be in 
the hall.   Singing Christmas carols and the Cookie Walk will follow dinner.  Donations of cookies are 
greatly appreciated and can be brought to church early on Saturday.  An assortment of cookies can be 
purchased for $8.00/box with all proceeds donated to missions. 

Hope you will join us for the children’s program, Christmas dinner, carols, and cookies! 

Christmas Services:  

Christmas Eve:  5:00 pm - Contemporary Service 

                      7:00 pm - Traditional Service 

 

Christmas Day - 9:30 am - Traditional Service                                                                      

The Charlie Brown © Christmas Tree is back! 

This year Trinity will again have a small, spindly tree setup in the atrium during the advent and 
Christmas seasons. On this tree, you will find ‘ornaments’ that are small envelopes with actual 
church expenses listed on the envelope.  For example, you may find an envelope on the tree with 
the expense ‘Portals of Prayer’ listed with the dollar amount of $24.33.  These are real church     
expenses that the church incurs.  You’ll find dollar amounts listed big and small and everything in 
between on the tree.  This is a great way to boost our church-operating budget.  If you would like 
to participate, then please grab an ornament/envelope, and you can return them by placing them 
into the church offering plates.  Thank you. 



Trinity Lutheran Genoa Ministry Plan 
LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry 

Kare 9 Military Ministry 

 
Part of our LCC K9 Comfort and Kare 9 Military Ministry is to have a mission plan.  We have begun this process and 
wanted to share with everyone. Feedback and questions are welcome.  If you would like to join our ministry, there 
is opportunity waiting for you!  As always, any questions or clarifications, please contact Pastor or Vicki Seisser.   
Enjoy your Christmas season.... perhaps by next year we will have our comfort dog and be in the community sharing 
God's peace. 
 
This ministry plan is a living document. As we grow in our ministry we will continue to embrace, improve and      
modify our plan to always support the Lutheran Church Charities mission of showing mercy, compassion, presence 
and proclamation of Jesus Christ to those in suffering or in need. 
 
We are a small rural community church serving many from surrounding communities. We are blessed with youth, 
singles, couples, married, divorcees, widowed, and seniors. All are welcome at Trinity. 
 
The LCC Comfort Dog Ministry grew from our church going through a Refocus process, we determined that one of 
the areas we needed to grow in was outreach to our community. We are very strong working within the walls of 
our church, however outside the walls offers an opportunity to get us out of the pews.  Our goal with this ministry is 
to be able to support our community both in times of trouble as well as good times to quietly offer support and the 
love of Jesus Christ. 
 
In the infancy of our ministry our goal is to stay local.  We will be the first LCC K-9 and Kare 9 affiliate in DeKalb 
County, Illinois.  There is much work to do here at home.  As the ministry grows, there will be opportunity to deploy 
outside of our area.  When that time arrives when we are ready, we will consider feet and paws to deploy and    
support.  Who we will serve? This ministry never goes where it is not invited.  Once invited, we will visit as long as it 
is possible to meet the request of the visit. There can be situations where we may not be able to deploy. 

Within Genoa and our surrounding communities, we anticipate beginning to working with: 

 

Veteran organizations  

Veteran’s – home visits 

Preschools 

Public schools – K-12 

 Kishwaukee College 

Northern Illinois University 

Genesis House – assisted living facility 

Northwest Center for Autism 

Nursing homes 

Senior Centers 

Hospice 

Local Chamber of Commerce  

Local Fire and Rescue 

Local Funeral directors 

 

As our ministry grows, our hope is our list of who we work with grows as well.   

At this point, we are an affiliate in waiting as our dog is trained.  We also are gathering our group and training to 

begin this ministry.  We are in conversation with the Genoa Veterans Home to see how we can support them with our 

Kare-9 ministry.  We anticipate a great relationship with them to be able to aid, assist and honor our veterans. 

Our K9 and Kare 9 ministries will be self funded through donations.  We will not go into debt to serve.  

Our ministry team has many opportunities to serve. We have specific roles that are in accordance with being an LCC 

affiliate.  As we grow and form our ministry we will define how we will serve and serve as we are able. 



December 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

9:15 AM Cantata 
Rehearsal  

5:30 PM Blended 
Worship 

2 

8:00 AM Trad. Wor-
ship 

9:15 AM Education & 
Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 
Worship 

1:00 PM Fireside 
Outing 

3 4 

5:30 PM Wo-
ven Progres-
sive Dinner 

5 

5:00 PM Community 
Choir 

5:15-6:30 PM Midweek 
& Confirmation Classes 

6:00 PM Advent Dinner 

6:30 PM Sanctuary 
Choir  

7:00 PM Advent Service 

6 

1:30 PM 
Prayer Team 

8:00 PM 
A.A. 

7 8 

9:15 AM Cantata 
Rehearsal  

5:30 PM Cantata 

6:30 PM Soup & 
Sandwich Sup-

per 

9 

8:00 AM Cantata 

9:15 AM Education & 
Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Cantata 

10 11 12 

NEWSLETTER DEAD-
LINE 

5:15-6:30 PM Midweek 
& Confirmation Classes 

6:00 PM Advent Dinner 

6:30 PM Sanctuary 
Choir  

7:00 PM Advent Service 

13 

7:00 PM El-
der Meeting 

8:00 PM 
A.A. 

14 15 

8:00 AM Wom-
en’s Breakfast 

5:30 PM Christ-
mas Program 

6:30 PM Christ-
mas Dinner, 

Cookie Walk & 
Fellowship Hall 

Dedication 

16 

8:00 AM Trad. Wor-
ship 

9:15 AM Congrega-
tional Meeting, Edu-
cation & Fellowship 

Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 
Worship 

17 18 

9:30 AM 
Newsletter 
Assembling 

19 

5:15-6:30 PM Midweek 
& Confirmation Classes 

6:00 PM Advent Dinner 

6:30 PM Sanctuary 
Choir  

7:00 PM Advent Service 

20 

8:00 PM 
A.A. 

21 22 

7:00 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 

5:30 PM Blended 
Worship 

23 

8:00 AM Trad. Wor-
ship 

9:15 AM Education & 
Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 
Worship 

24 

Office Closed 

5:00 PM Con-
temp. Christmas 

Eve Service 

7:00 PM Trad. 
Christmas Eve 

Service 

25 

Office Closed 

9:30 AM 
Trad. Christ-
mas Day Ser-

vice 

26 

Office Closed 

27 

8:00 PM 
A.A. 

28 29 

5:30 PM Blended 
Worship 

30 

8:00 AM Trad. Wor-
ship 

9:15 AM Education & 
Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 
Worship 

31 

7:00 PM New 
Year’s Eve Ser-

vice 

     





Paul Alsup 

Brett Amen 

Kayla Baker 

Dianna Boehmer 

Robert Bohne 

Morgan Bollech 

Beau Bottermann 

Bria Bottermann 

Reola Brahmstedt 

Halle Brynteson 

Patricia Budzien 

Hunter Busse 

Birthdays  
Nickolas Cartee 

Karl Christensen 

Debra Coffman 

Jacob Collingbourne 

Thomas Corbett Jr. 

William Elkinton 

Kristen Engel 

Shane Fletcher 

Lindsay Griebenow 

Alex Grimm 

Anthony Gum 

Richard Gum 

Sophia Happ 

Alexis Hardt 

Raymond Hartwig 

Peter Hull 

Denise Johnson-Kuchta 

Cayden Krueger 

Kendall Krueger 

Shirley Kunkel 

Gavin Kurowski 

Quinton Leitsch 

Ashley Lichthardt 

Dustin Lodge 

Adam Lucca 

Michael McClay 

Brad McIntyre 

Serenity Munk 

Zander Munk 

Jessica Musil 

Joline Oates 

Nicolas Ortegel 

Christine Pahnke 

Beth Prindiville 

Cain Rich 

Cameron Richey 

Joseph Rocha 

James Scheffers 

Justin Schmarje 

Emmett Schrader 

Amanda Scott 

Evan Skarzynski 

Kaitlyn Somerville 

Ronald Sribniak-Gum 

Blake Stevens 

Melanie Stevens 

Nicholas Strauch 

Douglas Timmermann 

Brooke Tomlinson Robert Treadwell Michael Trzynka Paula Trzynka Michelle Venditti 

Amber Wiegartz Thomas Wienke 

Anniversaries  
Cory & Jill Boehmer 

Nathan & Melissa Marberry 

Ernie & Judy McGee 

James & Sharon Sabin 

Reminders:  
 The deadline for the January issuse of the Messenger Newsletter is Wednesday December 12th! Please  

be sure to have all of your articles in time.  

 Weekly announcements for the bulletin are due no later  than noon on Wednesdays.  

 Women’s Breakfast will meet at the at Genoa Café at 8:00 am on Saturday December 15  





Ingredients 
 1 cup butter, softened 

 1 cup packed brown sugar 

 1/2 cup sugar 

 2 large eggs 

 2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

 2-1/2 cups all-purpose flour 

 3/4 cup baking cocoa 

 1 teaspoon salt 

 1 teaspoon baking soda 

 1 cup (6 ounces) semisweet chocolate chips 

 1/2 cup 60% cacao bittersweet chocolate 

baking chips 

 WHITE CHOCOLATE FROSTING: 

 1/2 cup white baking chips 

 4 ounces cream cheese, softened 

 3 cups confectioners' sugar 

 2 to 3 tablespoons 2% milk 

1/3 to 1/2 cup crushed peppermint candies 

Directions 

 1. Preheat oven to 375°. Cream butter and sugars until light and fluffy. 
Beat in eggs and vanilla. In a separate bowl, whisk flour, cocoa, salt and 
baking soda; gradually beat into creamed mixture. Stir in chocolate 
chips. 

 2. Drop by rounded teaspoonfuls 2 in. apart onto ungreased baking 
sheets. Bake until set, 8-10 minutes. Cool 2 minutes before removing to 
wire racks to cool completely. 

 3. For frosting, melt white baking chips in a microwave; stir until 
smooth. In another bowl, beat cream cheese and confectioners' sugar 
until smooth. Beat in melted chips. Add enough milk to reach desired 
consistency. Frost cookies; sprinkle with peppermint candies. 

Triple-Chocolate Peppermint Treats 

TOTAL TIME: Prep: 40 min. Bake: 10 min./batch + cooling 
YIELD: about 6-1/2 dozen.  

At Grandma's 
- Written by Tab Nettleton 

 

Two young boys were spending the night at their grandparents.  At bedtime, the two boys knelt beside 

their beds to say their prayers when the youngest one began praying at the top of his lungs.  

 

"I PRAY FOR A NEW BICYCLE... 

I PRAY FOR A NEW NINTENDO...  

I PRAY FOR A NEW VCR..." 

 

His older brother leaned over and nudged the younger brother and said, "Why are you shouting your 

prayers? God isn't deaf."  To which the little brother replied, "No, but Gramma is!"  


