
Letter from Pastor 

Dear Christian Friends: 
 
February often seems like a rather bleak month.  Especially here in 
Genoa, the month of February is often in the very heart of winter.  It’s 
usually cold and snowy, with short, dark days and long, cold nights.  
We’re often thankful that February only has 28 days by the time that it is 
over. 
 
Not much is usually happening on the calendar in February either.  
However, that’s just not true this year.  This year Easter falls relatively 
early (April 1st) and so Lent begins earlier than usual with Ash 
Wednesday falling on February 14th.  You may ask the classic Lutheran 
question: “What does this mean?” Well, it means a number of things. 
 
First of all, it means we are about to enter the most penitential season of 
the Church year as we focus on Christ’s rapidly approaching death on 
the cross.  The shift in the church will be obvious.  In church there will be 
no flowers on the altar and the color of the season will be purple, the 
color of repentance and sorrow.  The readings will focus on Jesus’ 
conflict with the Pharisees and other leaders of the people as He 
journeys toward Jerusalem and a date with a cross on a hill called 
Golgatha.  In short, the focus will be on Christ’s death on the cross to 
grant us forgiveness, salvation, and life. Our Lenten series this year will 
be focusing on the places of the Passion and we’ll be doing a pulpit 
rotation this year as well.  And while this is a somber time in the Church 
year, it is also a time of joy as we remember God’s amazing 
unconditional love in the sacrifice of His Son. 
 
Second, the Lenten season also means a number of extra worship 
services and Lenten suppers.  This means a number of opportunities to 
invite people to attend services and events of our church.  Lent is a  
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Letter From Pastor Continued... 

season when many are drawn back to the church because family tradition 
includes church attendance at Easter time.  Please invite people you know who 
don’t have a church home or haven’t attended church in a while to join us for 
service and supper.  Invite preschool families to attend service and have supper 
with us.  This is also a time of year when many attend church for the first time as 
they venture in to see what all the Easter “hype” is about.  Take the opportunity to 
make these people feel welcome.  Talk to them, invite them back, share with them 
all the wonderful things you know about Trinity, the things that have kept you 
coming here over the years. 
 
Lent is a somber season, but it’s also a season that provides us a great number of 
opportunities to reach out to people with the love of God and the saving grace of 
the Gospel.  Please prayerfully consider asking someone you know to join you for 
lunch and a service and share the love and peace of Christ with them. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Heilman 
 
Jude 1:2 – “Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.” 

December Congregational 
Meeting Recap 

At our December 17th congregation meeting, Bill Schlieben 
gave a report on various repairs and improvements that 

have been made to Trinity's building and properties including 
recent installation of heating in the new wing 

bathrooms.  Nate Marberry also reported on the church's 
financial picture as we approached the end of the year.  It 

appears that our expenses versus income for the year 
should break out about even which is great news.  The 

board would like to thank all congregation members for your 
continued financial support of all our programs here at 

Trinity.  It is greatly appreciated.  Dave Oleson then 
explained the board's proposed budget for 2018 which 

includes estimated expenditures amounting to $279,399 for 
the year.  Dividing this number by 52 weeks in a year, our 

minimum general funds needed each week for 
2018 calculates to about $5,373 per week.  Funds given 

over and above this figure will enable the board to address 
other unexpected expenditures that may come up as well 

as continue to address other items on our "Needs 
List", including the final phase of upgrading to our sound 

system, installation of carpeting as needed throughout the 
building, and installation of "smart thermostats" to help save 
energy.  At the completion of the meeting, Dave Oleson was 
elected for a 2nd term as Board Chair, Rick Happ for a 2nd 
term of Stewardship responsibilities, and welcomed Teresa 

Haish for a 1st term as Congregation Treasurer.  We are still 
looking to fill the vacancy for Education and Evangelism. 

Lastly, a huge THANK YOU was expressed to Nate 
Marberry for serving as our Treasurer the last 4 years and to 
Vicki Seisser for serving in our Evangelism position the last 2 

years.  Both Nate and Vicki have done a great job! 

Pastor’s Contact 

Info 

Rev. Jeremy Heilman, 
Senior Pastor 

 
717 Hortense Dr. 

Kirkland, IL 60146 
 

H:815-522-0074 
C: 773-407-2698 

 
jheilman@tlcgenoa.org 

 
 

Pastor’s phone numbers 
are included in his 
answering machine 
message at Church. 
Pastor’s extension 

number at Church is 
“11”. 

Worship Times 

 

Saturday’s 5:30 PM - Blended Worship 

Sunday’s 8:00 AM - Traditional Worship 

Sunday’s 10:30 AM - Contemporary 

Worship 

 

Ash Wednesday & Wednesday Lenten 

Services: 

February 14th—March21st 7:00 PM 

(Lenten meal served beforehand at 6:00 

PM in the Fellowship Hall) 

 

Christian Education & Fellowship Hour 

Sunday’s at 9:15 AM 

G.I.F.T. for Children during the 10:30 

service. 



  

The church board is looking to consolidate, 

close out, or transfer to our Primary 

Operating Account, those Trinity bank 

 accounts which are either duplicate 

accounts, dormant accounts, or savings 

accounts which would be more efficiently 

administered within our Operating Account, 

in an effort to trim down and simplify 

administering of Trinity's banking.  Currently, 

we have 14 bank accounts with a total of 52 

signers.  Every time signers or board officers 

change for an account, much time is spent 

picking up forms, getting signatures, and 

taking forms back to the banks to be 

updated.  

The board is considering making the 

following changes:  

 - Close out our dormant Scrip Account. 

 - Consolidate our 2 Senior High Youth and 

1 Junior High Youth accounts 

into just 1 Youth Account and transfer to our 

 Operating Account administered by our 

Treasurer. 

- Consolidate duplicate Memorial accounts, 

Air Conditioning accounts, and 

 Scholarship accounts and transfer to our 

Operating Account 

monitored by our Treasurer. 

 - Close out our dormant Congregation 

Demand Account. 

 

 If you have any questions, please contact 

Dave Oleson at olesond@hotmail.com or 

Teresa Haish 

at treasurer@tlcgenoa.org.  Thank you. 

Consolidation/Simplification of 
Trinity Bank Accounts 

Scholarships 

We are now accepting scholarship 

applications for 2018. Completed forms 

are due by Monday April 2nd. Get yours in 

the office.  

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

VBS 2018 will be July 16-20. Shipwrecked-
rescued by Jesus is the program we will 
use. This program will empower children 
and show them that they can always rely 
on Jesus. Jesus will rescue them when 

they are lonely, worried, struggling, 
powerless and do wrong. 

 
I am excited to direct VBS this year. If you 
would like to volunteer for VBS you can 
contact me at ndurham_14@yahoo.com. 
Watch for more information about VBS in 

the next newsletter. 
 

Nycol Durham  
 
 
 

THANK YOU 

The family of Karen Goltermann wants to 
thank Pastor Heilman and Kathy Fane for a 
beautiful service.  We thank the Elders that 

facilitated the Visitation and the Funeral,  
the Ladies for serving  the meal to  the 

people that attended the funeral and we 
thank all that came to the visitation and 

funeral and offered their support.  A thank 
you to all who sent cards of sympathy 

and/or donations.We are truly blessed with 
caring congregation and supportive 

friends.  All we can say is Thank you. 
 

Fred Goltermann, Jeanette Bledsoe, Kurt 
Goltermann and Donna Goltermann 

mailto:olesond@hotmail.com
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Comfort Dog Ministry – Trinity Lutheran Church Update! 

Exciting News!  Trinity is at a point in the fundraising that we can begin the journey to submit the application 

to bring a Comfort Dog to our church to aid in our outreach and sharing the word of Christ.   We would like to 

thank Kelsi Peterson for her efforts in fundraising and fulfilling the role of Top Dog for us.   Kelsi is retiring 

from the Top Dog position.  If you see her, please tell her thank you! 

Our next steps are to work with LCC Charities to continue to work toward being a Comfort Dog Ministry 

Affiliate.   We need to prepare our ministry plan for submission and a Top Dog candidate for review. 

The Ministry Plan should include a clear statement on how the K-9 will be used to bring the Mercy, 

Compassion, Presence, and Proclamation of Jesus Christ to people. 

The Mission Statement for LCC is To Show the Mercy, Compassion, Presence and Proclamation of Jesus 

Christ to Those Who are Suffering and in Need. Using this as an example, we will write a mission statement 

that reflects what our ministry believes Jesus is calling our members to do using our K-9 Comfort dog. 

 The Top Dog reports directly to the Senior Pastor. The Top Dog oversees their local LCC K-9 Comfort Dog 

Ministry and is the single point of communication between LCC and the ministry. The Top Dog should not be 

a Pastor or staff member of the local ministry. The Top Dog will execute meetings of the local LCC K-9 

Comfort Dog Ministry which will include monthly visit reviews and K-9 commands. The Top Dog must attend 

LCC provided training at the location provided by LCC within 90 days of acceptance letter before LCC gives 

final approval of the local ministry’s application to the LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry. 

Our Top Dog candidate we will be submitting to LCC is Vicki Seisser.  Her first task will be to facilitate the 

creation of Trinity’s ministry plan for the Comfort Dog Ministry.  If this is something that is close to your heart, 

please reach out to Vicki (vseisser@yahoo.com, cell: 815-762-1338 or visit with her at Church). Watch the 

bulletin and hallways for gathering notices for plan writing. 

More questions- please feel free to chat with Pastor, Vicki or Dave Oleson. 

Preschool News 

The topics this month are valentines, food groups and Dr. Seuss books.  The 
letters for the month are T, U, V, and W.  The numbers this month are five, six, 

seven and eight.  The Bible stories will be about the storm, miracles, fishermen, 
Jesus walks on water, the good Samaritan and Mary and Martha. 

 
There will be a preschool open house on Sunday, March 11 from 2:00-4:00. 

Registration for the 2017-2018 school year will start on March 5 for congregation 
families. Registration opens up to the community on March 11. If you want more 

information about the preschool call 815-784-2522 or email 
tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com. 

 
God bless everyone! 

Miss Cam and Miss Laurie 

mailto:vseisser@yahoo.com
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From the Musician’s Diary 
Have you ever thought about a different way to use the hymnbook, in addition to singing from it, and 

following the liturgy of the service? 
Mr. Bob Hostetler, an author who writes on the Guideposts website, shared his practice of “praying the 

hymnal.”  He has made it a daily part of his life, and says that it will help us pray when we don’t know how to 
pray. 

Some of his suggestions are: 
 Speak the hymn instead of singing it, especially at first. This will allow you to add to your prayer 

repertoire. This is what Mr. Hostetler said, but I would like to add something: in addition, singing a 
hymn can add to one’s prayer repertoire, because, many times, pairing devotional/Scriptural words 
to music can have an even more profound effect. This helps us truly remember what we’re praying, 
as well as helping us to recall a Scripture verse. 

 
Choose hymns that are prayers themselves, hymns that speak directly to God. Not all hymns are 

prayers; some teach, some testify, some inspire. But hymns, such as “Have Thine Own Way,” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be,” and “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go,” “When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross,” and “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” need no revision. 

 
Adapt the hymn’s wording to make it more personal to you; change the “thee’s” and “thines” to “you” 

and “yours.” 
 

Focus your mind and heart on what the hymn is saying. Perhaps forgetting about the line breaks and 
rhymes, try to turn the words on the page into a prayer of your heart. 

 
Mediate on specific lines or words in the hymn. Give yourself permission to dig deeper into the feeling 

that the hymn has helped you express. 
 

Many hymns are based on Scripture, but some are Scripture in verse. Some examples are: “The King 
of Love My Shepherd Is,” (Psalm 23); “Bless the Lord, O My Soul” (Psalm 103); “O God, Our Help 
in Ages Past” (Psalm 90);  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (Psalm 46 paraphrase); “My Soul 
Magnifies the Lord”; “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”; and other Biblical canticles in the back of 
the Lutheran Service Book. 

 
Blessings to You, 

Kathy Fane 

Choir Schedule 

 February  7          Community Choir        5:30--6:30 p.m. 
                 

                                Sanctuary Choir            6:30-7:15 p.m. 
 

    
    February 14, Ash Wed., through Wed. March 21        

  
 5:00--5:45 pm Community Choir 
5:45 --6:15      Sanctuary Choir 

 
 



Health & Wellness 
The apostle Paul encouraged Christians to demonstrate God's love through behaviors of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  Today, the Fruits of the Spirit can be seen in acts of kindness in towns, 
homes, schools, work places, and especially churches.   
 
A Human Care Ministry values the contribution of every person who offers a prayer, kind word, and helping hand to another 
person.  The Human Care Ministry at Trinity at Trinity coordinated and supported volunteers in the following service activities in 
2017: 
 
Card Ministry:  Betty Hawkins sent 4 baptism, 3 birthday, 1 blessing, 8 confirmation, 21 get well, 15/month encouraging notes 
to home- bound members, 6 sympathy, 2 thinking of you cards. 
 
Christian Senior Ministries:  Ron and Eileen Fode assisted with pork chop dinner and  Walk for Seniors fundraisers, and 
attended board meetings. 
 
Driver Disciples:  Volunteers provide transportation for members.  While rides were given, none were recorded.   
 
Evangelism:  Vicki Seisser led members to participate in City Tis the Season Parade and had a booth serving soup and cider, 
participated in Business Expo in March, collected a door offering of $281.01 for South Dakota Farmers affected by famine, 
assisted June Marks and Deb Humeniak in hosting National Day of Prayer activity in Trinity sanctuary attended by 10 persons 
including a mom and 3 y/old preschooler, evangelism budget bought Bibles to support stewardship at Genoa Food Pantry. 
 
Grief Support: Vicki Seisser led Woven Knots, a group of widows, who began meeting monthly last August with average 
attendance of three.  
 
Health Ministry:  Shelley Zoellick as Parish Nurse 
 
Ladies Aid/LWML:  Bonnie Koerner and 15 members provided the following social and service activities: 
Social:  LWML Spring Rally (4 members provided gift basket and flag for procession}, Fall Fest and Puppet Ministry attended 
by 60, Christmas Dinner attended by 95. 
Service:  Funeral Luncheons 8, bake sale assistance for Spaghetti Supper, ran Fall Fest sale at Walcamp, Cookie Walk, Set- 
up memorial children's corner,  Ash Wednesday and Lenten suppers, Advent suppers 2, Thanksgiving baskets 6, hot chocolate 
and message bags 150, children's Christmas bags 24, hygiene kits for girls in Ghana 15. 
Donations:  We Care $50, Lutheran Church Charities $400 for Texas Disaster relief, Trinity $500 Christmas Tree, Lutheran 
Bible Translators $100, Woven $100, LWML Mites $200, Breast Cancer Baskets $100, Ben Berteau $700, Trinity Garden 
$240, Thanksgiving Baskets $150, Samaritan's Purse $200,  
Donations received from Trinity members, funeral lunches, and bake sales support Ladies Aid/LWML social and service 
activities. 
 
Lap Robe and Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Lorene McIntyre, Carol Sherman, Mardell Ross and Cathy Musil made and donated 15 
prayer shawls. 
 
Lutherans or Life:  Sanctity of Life Sunday observed, 25 Change for Life bottles given to We Care. 
 
Meal Missionaries: 7th Graders, Rick Happ took 35 Thanksgiving baskets and monthly donations in food basket to Genoa Food 
Pantry. 
 
Prayer Chains:  Betty Hawkins led monthly meeting with devotion and prayer request up-dates.  Lorene McIntyre coordinated e
-mail chain.  
 
Seniors and Sorta Seniors:  Lois Rocha organized lunches every other month for senior members. 
 
Support for persons with cancer:  Laurie Hartwig  assembles and delivers care baskets for women with breast cancer.  
 
Visitor Volunteers:   Coordinator needed. 
 
Woven: Nancy Bagsby and Julie Bartels provided the following activities:  Women's Retreat in February, Lake Geneva day trip 
in June, lunches for women, lap robes for DeKalb County Nursing Home, 35 gift boxes for Samaritan's Purse,  



Wovens Women’s Retreat 

Mark your calendars! Woven will be 
hosting this year’s retreat on Friday, 

March 9
th
 and Saturday, March 10

th
.  The 

theme for this year’s retreat is Amazing 
Grace for a Woman’s Heart.  Watch the 
Church bulletin and the Woven bulletin 
board for more details.  Contact Julie 
Bartels or Nancy Bagsby if you are 

interested in attending. 

For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith- and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God- not by 
works, so that no one can boast. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

Trinity’s Treasures Sale 

It is getting closer to spring every day. 
That means Trinity’s Treasures is coming 
up. The dates are April 4-5-6th. As you 

may have noticed, we only had one sale 
last year - so this one should be a good 
one. Spend the cold days cleaning out 
closets. If you would like to reserve a 

table, let me know ASAP. The slots fill up 
fast. For more information, call Debbie 

Horbus at 815-784-5858. 

 

Lenten Meals 

With the start of Lent, we also start our 
annual tradition of Wednesday night 

Lenten meals that are served before the 
Worship service. As always, we are 
looking for volunteers (individuals, 

families, groups here at Trinity) to “host” 
the meal for one week. Meals begin 

February 14th, and every Wednesday, 
until March 21st. If you are interested in 
hosting, please sign up on the sing-up 

sheet in the Fellowship Hall. Any 
questions, please contact the Church 

office. 

Reminders 

 

 Weekly announcements for the 

bulletin are due no later than 

noon on Wednesdays. 

 The deadline for the March issue 

of the Messenger Newsletter is 

Wednesday, February 21st. 

 Want to help out at Trinity, without 

adding another thing to your busy 

schedule? Why not sign up to be 

an usher or run the audio-visual 

during service?! Easy to do, and 

takes place during your usual 

worship time! Talk to an Elder or 

Amanda in the Church office for 

more information. 

 Women’s breakfast will meet at 

the Genoa Café at 8:00 am on Sat-

urday, February 17th. 

 Men’s breakfast will meet at the 

Kirkland Family Restaurant on 

Saturday, February 24th at 7:00 

am. 

 There will be a meeting to plan for 

the Spaghetti Supper between 

services on Sunday, February 

11th 



BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Zann & Christy Fell 

Harold & Shawn Nelson 

Rob & Laurie Strauch 

James & Vanessa Fowler 

Rachell Anderson 

Ethan Heilman 

Hayden Hodgson 

Shane Richey 

Dawn Skarzynski 

Jacob Wylde 

Gary Gable 

Todd Hughes 

Shelley Madey 

Grant Oleson 

Max Seisser 

Joline Tewksbury 

Harold Schmidt 

Kevin Seisser 

Kelly Kuschel 

Stacie Hurtado 

Rachel Olsen 

Bailey Duffield 

Cindy Prudlick 

Brandon Schrader 

Jared Alsup 

Jonathon Schmarje 

Christine Venditti 

Ian Fell 

Sam Hawkins 

Kelly Collins 

Dan Krull I 

Becky Schmarje 

Gerald Stoffregen 

Ryan Stoffregen 

Ernest Grimm 

Melissa Stoffregen 

Janice Hoeft 

Dan Lichthardt 

Sue Loy 

James Rausch 

Eugene Johnson 

Irelynn Pahnke 

Ron Fode 

Andrew Santiago 

Valerie Lee 

Judi Beach 

Knox Fowler 

Raelyn Klecan 

Michael Milinac 

Laurie Strauch 

C.J. Druck 

Colleen Craig 

Ashley Lee 

Karen Beaulieu 

Diane Beisner 

Vernon Haish 

Jacob Loy 

Scott Werner 

Paul Leitsch 



February 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

1:30 PM 

Prayer Team 

7:00 PM AA 

2 3 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

4 

8:00 AM Trad. 

Worship 

9:15 AM Edu-

cation & Fel-

lowship Hour 

10:30 AM Con-

temp. Worship 

5 6 

7:00 PM 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

7 

5:15-6:30 PM Midweek & 

Confirmation 

5:30 PM Community Choir 

6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir 

8 

7:00 PM El-

der Meeting 

7:00 PM AA 

9 10 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

11 

8:00 AM Trad. 

Worship 

9:15 AM Edu-

cation & Fel-

lowship Hour 

10:30 AM Con-

temp. Worship 

12 13 

7:00 PM 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

14 

5:00 PM Community Choir 

5:15-6:30 PM Midweek & 

Confirmation 

5:45 PM Sanctuary Choir 

6:00 PM Lenten Meal 

7:00 PM Ash Wed. Service 

15 

1:30 PM La-

dies Aid 

7:00 PM AA 

16 17 

8:00 AM 

Women’s 

Breakfast 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

18 

8:00 AM Trad. 

Worship 

9:15 AM Edu-

cation & Fel-

lowship Hour 

10:30 AM Con-

temp. Worship 

19 

7:00 PM 

BOA 

20 

7:00 PM 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

21 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

5:00 PM Community Choir 

5:15-6:30 PM Midweek & 

Confirmation 

5:45 PM Sanctuary Choir 

6:00 PM Lenten Meal 

7:00 PM Lenten Service 

22 

7:00 PM AA 

23 24 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Breakfast 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

25 

8:00 AM Trad. 

Worship 

9:15 AM Edu-

cation & Fel-

lowship Hour 

10:30 AM Con-

temp. Worship 

26 27 

9:30 AM 

Newsletter 

Assembling 

7:00 PM 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

28 

5:00 PM Community Choir 

5:15-6:30 PM Midweek & 

Confirmation 

5:45 PM Sanctuary Choir 

6:00 PM Lenten Meal 

7:00 PM  Lenten Service 

   







Ingredients 

 4 (1 ounce) squares unsweetened chocolate, chopped 

 1 cup semisweet chocolate chips 

 6 tablespoons butter 

 3 eggs 

 1 cup white sugar 

 1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

 1/2 cup all-purpose flour 

 2 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa powder 

 1/4 teaspoon baking powder 

 1/4 teaspoon salt 
1 cup semisweet chocolate chips 

Directions 

1. In the microwave or in a metal bowl over a pan of simmering water, melt unsweetened chocolate, 
1 cup of the chocolate chips, and the butter stirring occasionally until smooth. Remove from heat 
and set aside to cool. In a large bowl, whip eggs and sugar until thick and pale, about 2 minutes. 
Stir in the vanilla and the chocolate mixture until well mixed. Combine the flour, cocoa, baking 
powder and salt; gradually stir into the chocolate mixture. Fold in remaining 1 cup chocolate 
chips. Cover dough and chill for at least an hour or overnight. 

2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Roll chilled dough into 1 inch balls. Place on 
ungreased cookie sheets so they are 2 inches apart. 

3. Bake for 9 to 11 minutes in the preheated oven. Allow cookies to cool on baking sheet for 5 
minutes before removing to a wire rack to cool completely. 

Chocolate Truffle Cookies 


