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Letter from Pastor  
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
February often seems like a rather bleak month.  Especially here in north-
ern Illinois, the month of February is often in the very heart of winter.  It’s 
usually cold and snowy, with short, dark days and long, cold nights.  We’re 
often thankful that February only has 28 days by the time that it is over. 
 
Not much is happening on the calendar in February either.  We have the 
birthday of Abraham Lincoln, son of Illinois and great champion of freedom 
in our country.  We also have the birthday of George Washington, founding 
father of our country and great patriot.  Then right in the middle of the 
month we have Valentine’s Day. 
 
In our society, Valentine’s Day is often about the commercialization of love 
and about a conditional love that depends on flowers, candy and jewelry.  
However, in the church the month of February (and every other month, for 
that matter) is about the unconditional love that we have in Christ Jesus, 
our Savior.  Jesus says that all of the Law can be summed up in 2 simple 
commandments: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, 
and strength” and “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Those statements 
both sound so simple and easy to do, but how do we actually live those out 
in our everyday lives? 
 
Love for the Lord involves making Him a priority in your life on an everyday 
basis.  Do you take time every day to pray, not just asking Him for things 
but taking time to give Him thanks and express regret for the things you’ve 
done wrong as well? Do you take time to study His word? Even 10-15 
minutes a day can make a huge difference in your life. Are you taking time 
every week for worship, gathering together as the body of Christ to give 
him thanks for His goodness and receive His gifts? Are you taking time to 
talk about your faith with friends, family, and co-workers? Nothing feels 
better than giving others the reason for that hope that you have. 
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Letter from Pastor Continued...  

Love for neighbor involves being the hands and feet of Christ wherever 
you are. While it means sharing he message of His saving love and 
grace, it also means serving just as He served others. There are so 
many opportunities every day to serve those around you whether it’s the 
food pantry, Feed My Starving Children, any community organization, or 
volunteering at the church. Every day is filled with opportunities to serve 
those around you. It’s simply a matter of making it a priority in your life 
and the life of your family. 
 
As St. Valentine’s comes up once again, it’s certainly good to express 
the love that we have for family and friends and help keep Hallmark, flo-
rists, and candy companies afloat for another year.  It is even more im-
portant to share the Christian love that we have for them by sharing the 
saving message of Christ with them and telling them of His love for 
them.  As we remember that love, let us also remember to continue our 
generous support of our church and school in their mission to spread 
that message of Christ’s love, a love that the world cannot give. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Heilman 
 
1 John 4:7 – “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.” 

Pastor’s Contact Info. 

 

Rev. Jeremy Heilman, 

Senior Pastor 

 

717 Hortense Dr. 

Kirkland, IL 60146 

 

H: 815-522-0074 

C: 773-407-2698 

 

jheilman@tlcgenoa.org 

 

Pastor’s phone numbers 

are included in his an-

swering machine mes-

sage. Pastor’s extension 

at Church is “11”. 

Preschool News 
The topics for this month are valentines, food groups and Dr. Seuss.  
This month the letters are S, T, U and V. The numbers are 5, 6, 7 and 8.  
The Bible stories will be about Jesus, a storm, miracles, woman at the well,              
disciples, and bread and fish for everyone. 
 
God bless everyone. 
Miss Cam and Miss Laurie 



From the Musician’s Diary 

Even though Transfiguration Sunday is 

March 3, I’m writing about it this month. (In 

March, my focus will be on a Lenten hymn.) 

One of the hymns appropriate for Trans-

figuration Sunday is “Behold a Host Arrayed in 

White.” 

A Lutheran pastor in Denmark, Rev. Hans 

Brorson (1694-1764) began writing his first 

hymns in the early 1700’s.  His first pastorate 

was in his home town of Randrup, a place he 

dearly loved and returned to often, when he 

found himself burdened by many cares. 

In his later years, Brorson’s life was dark-

ened by the death of his wife while giving birth 

to their 13th child. His thoughts turned more to-

wards heaven and the life thereafter, and he 

became very concerned about the salvation of 

souls. There is a “celestial radiance” reflected in 

his hymns, and it’s particularly true of “Behold a 

Host….”, written in 1763.  This hymn has be-

come a favorite in America as well as in Europe, 

because of its pairing with Edvard Grieg’s fa-

mous adaptation of the Norwegian folk song, 

“Great White Host.”  A collection of Brorson’s 

hymns was published by his son, in 1765, one 

year after his father’s passing. 

Composer Edvard Grieg was born in 

1843, in Bergen, Norway, and composed much 

of his music among the picturesque landscape 

of forest, mountains, and sea, of Norway.  His 

admiration of the beauty and serenity of the 

Norwegian landscapes was an essential part of 

his music.  Grieg died in 1907, in Bergen, and 

was buried at his countryside estate in Trold-

haugen, Norway. 

Stay warm and safe! 

Kathy Fane 

Christian Senior Minsitry  
2018 4th Quarter Report  

Greetings, 
 
CSM is grateful for 282 people at 15     
venues as weekly averages for 4th      
quarter of 2018.   
 
Treasurer Alan Cook reports quarterly   
income of $11,465 against costs of  
$8,605.   
 
The ministry is able to continue serving 
venues in 6 local communities, Sycamore, 
DeKalb, Rochelle, Oregon, Sandwich, and 
Shabbona, thanks to clergy, musicians,  
volunteers assisting residents to services, 
prayer and financial partners, and support 
from local churches.   
 
Even though Pastor Tim Frick has been 
asked and has accepted the call as Interim 
Pastor at St John Lutheran Sycamore, he 
has agreed to continue serving CSM.  
 
 We look forward to 2019 and what God 
has planned for CSM and those 
served.  One thing for sure:  those who 
provide the weekly services to residents 
are as blessed as much as the folks they 
serve.   Thanks everyone. 
 
God Bless CSM with His Grace Mercy and 
Peace in 2019 and Beyond, 
 
Ken & Juanita Mundy 
CSM Volunteers 



Trinity Human Care Ministry - 2018  
A Human Care Ministry values the contribution of every person who offers a prayer, a kind word, and helping hand to 
another person.  The Human Care Ministry at Trinity coordinated and supported volunteers in the following activities:  

 

Card Ministry: Betty Hawkins sent encouraging cards to 10-12 home bound persons monthly and 2-6 nursing home  
residents bi-monthly, 7 baptism, 10 get well, 12 sympathy, 4 comfort, and 3 birthday cards to persons 90 and older. 

 

Christian Senior Ministries: Ron and Eileen Fode served as Trinity representatives to the board, assisted with services 
provided to nursing homes,  Walk for Seniors and supper fundraisers.  Lynne Schmidt and Bonnie Koerner will be    
representatives next year. 

 

Comfort Dog:  Vicki Seisser coordinated 14 team members in meeting, praying , and preparing for the arrival of a    
Comfort Dog to begin outreach to the community. 

 

Driver Disciples:  A coordinator is needed to provide names of volunteers for assistance with transportation. 

 

Evangelism:  Liz Anderson, new chair person, worked with Nancy Bagsby at Christmas Walk. 

 

Grief Support: Vicki Seisser led monthly social and conversational meetings. 10 widows participated in at least one 
event.  

 

Health Ministry:  Shelley Zoellick, R.N., will begin monthly blood pressure checks between services. 

 

Ladies Aid/LWML:  Bonnie Koerner and 8-15 members participated in the following social and service activities: 

Social: LWML spring Rally, Lunch at Zion Marengo, Fall Fest Luau, Pot Luck Tea for Zone 8, Trinity Christmas Dinner. 

Service: Funerals, Suppers for Lent and Advent, Trinity's Treasures baked goods, Spaghetti Supper Bake sale, Change 
for Life Bottles for We Care, Breakfast fundraiser for Liz mission, Safe Passage hygiene items, NID LWML convention, 
Zone 8 board meeting and officers, Ministry Fair, Muffins for Mites breakfast, Operation  Christmas Child 10 boxes,     
fellowship hour snacks.  Donations of $3073 were given to support 17 missions and activities. 

 

Lap Robe and Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Lorene McIntyre and Carol Sherman: 

 

Lutherans for Life:  Sanctity of Life Sunday observed and 39 Change for Life bottles given to We Care. 

 

Meal Missionaries:  Rick Happ coordinated monthly food collections and 20 Thanksgiving baskets for the Genoa Food 
Pantry.  Vicki Seisser reported Feed my Starving Children was supported by Trinity members with a donation of 
$2130.39 which provided 9,683 meals and 46 people helped pack meals shipped to five countries worldwide.  Nancy 
Bagsby initiated the Meal Train Ministry. 

 

Prayer Chains:  Betty Hawkins led monthly meetings with devotion and prayer request up-dates.   

Lorene McIntyre coordinated e-mail chain. 

 

Seniors and Sorta-Seniors:  Lois Rocha organized three lunches for senior members. 

 

Support for persons with Cancer:  Laurie Hartwig assembled and delivered care baskets for women with cancer. 

 

Woven:  Nancy Bagsby and Julie Bartels provided the following activities:  Women's Retreat in spring, Lake Geneva 
day trip, Book study with dinner, variety of women's Bible studies, game nights, craft night, Morning of Prayer,              
Christmas progressive dinner.  

 

The mission of Trinity is, "to spread the Love of God and meet the needs of all people through Christian worship and 
fellowship."  Prayerfully consider supporting this mission through participation  in the  Human Care Ministry in 2019. 



Congregational Meeting   
At the December Congregational Meeting, the following members were elected to fill vacant positions on the 
Board of Administration:   
 

Deb Pope - Secretary of Congregation,  
Marianne Johnson - Chairperson of Finance,  
Doug Timmermann - Chairman of Properties,  

Jill Boehmer - Chairperson of Education & Youth,  
Brian Zoellick - Vice Chairman of Congregation,  

Bill Sherman - Chairman of Board of Elders.   
 
Thank You to all of these members for volunteering their time and talents to serve Trinity. 
A big Thank You also goes out to the following outgoing members of the Board. Your efforts and service these 
last several years are greatly appreciated.  
   

Cathy Musil - Secretary of Congregation 
Lorene McIntyre - Chairperson of Finance 

Bill Schieben - Chairman of Properties 
Lori Slavenas - Chairperson of Education & Youth 
Dan Lichthardt - Vice Chairman of Congregation.   

 
Pastor Heilman and Rick Happ were approved as Trinity's two official voters in the upcoming LCMS            
presidential election.   
 
Lastly, the congregation approved the 2019 proposed budget which is available for viewing in the church      
office.  Line item reductions have been made wherever possible while increases are also seen, particularly in 
employee salaries (3% cost of living increases for all employees) and church repairs.  For several years now, 
we have ended the year being under budgeted in the area of repairs, thus an extra $3900.00 is included for 
repairs.  The overall budget calculates to a 2.9% increase over last year's 2018 budget.  Our total budget  
calculates to $287,486.00. Dividing this number by 52 weeks, we arrive at a weekly giving need of $5,528.00 
to break even for  the 2019 year.  Please note that giving earmarked for restricted uses cannot be used for 
Trinity's weekly and monthly bills.  When giving toward a restricted use , please also keep in mind that Trinity's 
weekly and monthly obligations still need to be paid.  The Board of Administration would like extend its            
sincere gratitude to all persons who continue to faithfully support the work of our church via your talents,             
prayers, and financial support. 

 
Driver Disciples 

 
Trinity would like to once again coordinate the humarn care ministry Driver Disciples.  This ministry 
consists of volunteers who drive our members who don’t have means of making it to the church for 
services. We are currently looking for anyone that would be interested in volunteering to drive.  If 
interested please contact Brandy or Amanda in the church office at 815 784 2522.   

Trinity Treasures 
Do you have stuff you want to get rid ot?  The date for Trinity’s Treasusres has been set for      

Saturday April 6th.  This year it will be Saturday only.  Set up will be Friday night or Saturday 

morning. If you would like a table ($15)  please call Debbie Horbus at 815-761-6511 or email her 

at mowhappy@frontier.com 



Greetings!  This is from the LCC Comfort and Kare-9 Ministry 
team. We hope to be able to update you each newsletter with 
Trinity’s Comfort Dog Ministry progress.  At the end of Janu-

ary we hosted a Listen and Ask training session given by Pastor Heilman along with a 
lasagna fellowship dinner.  More information on that training in the next newsletter!  
Our ministry offers room for everyone to join and be part of!  So far, we have 4 groom-
er candidates, 2 ministry  partners, 2 communication partners, a photographer and 3 
prayer and ministry supporters.   
 
I would like to introduce you to one of our ministry partners: 
“I am currently a stay at home mom and part time academic librarian.  I am an animal 
lover and have in the past worked at a horse training facility and volunteered at an    
animal shelter.  I currently have a cat, two dogs, and a horse in my family.  I know my 
animals have been important to my mental and emotional health.  I think God has        
given us animals to show his love for us and want to share that with other people.” 
~ Stacia Callaway 
 
Ministry partners and Handlers go as a team on ministry visits with the dog.  The     
ministry partner will listen and often may continue a conversation with a person while 
the dog continues to meet others at the event.  The ministry partner is aware of the 
surroundings of the event and is a second set of eyes for the handler to see who in the 
event may need to be approached by the dog or how the environment for the dog may 
need to be adjusted. 
 
Our ministry will take time to grow- and it is difficult when the comfort dog is not yet 
here.  Here is a recent facebook post from Miriam Comfort Dog on her training:  
“I've been working hard on perfecting my Sit-Stay command!  I am practicing with my 
good friend, Marie Comfort Dog. Our handlers said we both did a great job of staying 
focused as people walked past us.” 

 
 
Did you know?  An LCC K9 Comfort Dog/Kare-9 Dog is trained beginning at 8-10 
weeks of age and can perform certain tasks when required.  The LCC K9 dogs will 
have received at least 2000 hours or training before certification and placement. 
 
The hardest part of all will be waiting for our dog to be placed.  There is a lot to do in 
preparation!  Please pray for our ministry and all ministries here at Trinity.  We will be 
starting something new with the Comfort Dog Ministry –and only our Lord knows how 
far reaching we will go. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/MarieComfortDog/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBB9IX5BHpHwp_dGfEfdZs-mGtqY_92UP5jWU50PgNkW46GldoNu-dyoxBuD6ij91CIzFp4gbwzkWpN&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB3Olx7uAxvL4dvNqTn8oaJlVGQvLRFhY4sESeWUTERbry2ppADz7OYZDHPL4lKbTh3NP75gRnsqQrgCwKl7iBax


   February 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 

2 

2:30 PM  

Craft Event 

5:30 PM  

Blended  

Worship 

3 

8:00 AM  

Traditional Worship Service 

9:15 AM  

Education & Fellowship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemporary Worship   

4 

 

5 

6:00 PM  

Praise Team  
 

7:00 PM  

Women's Bible 

Study 

 

6 

5:15 PM  

Confirmation & 

Midweek 

5:30 PM  

Community Choir 

6:30 PM  

Sanctuary Choir  

  

7 

1:30 PM  

Prayer 

Team  

8:00 PM  

AA Group  

8 9 

5:30 PM  

Blended  

Worship 

 Service 

10 

8:00 AM  

Traditional Worship Service 

9:15 AM  

Education & Fellowship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemporary Worship   

11 

7:00 PM  

Board of  

Elders 

12 

6:00 PM  

Praise Team 

7:00 PM  

Men’s Bible Study 

Women’s Bible 

Study  

13 

5:15 PM 

Confirmation & 

Midweek 

5:30 PM  

Community Choir 

6:30 PM  

Sanctuary Choir  

14 

8:00 PM  

AA Group  

15 16 

8:00 AM  

Women’s 

Breakfast 

 

5:30 PM  

Blended  

Worship 

17 

8:00 AM  

Traditional Worship Service 

9:15 AM  

Education & Fellowship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemporary Worship   

18 

7:00 PM 

Board of  

Administra-

tion  

19 

6:00 PM  

Praise Team  

7:00 PM 

Women's Bible 

Study  

 

20 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

5:15 PM  

Confirmation & 

Midweek  

5:30 PM  

Community Choir 

6:30 PM  

Sanctuary Choir 

21 

1:30 PM  

Ladies Aid  

8:00 PM  

AA Group  

22 

 

23 

7:00 AM  

Men’s  

Breakfast 

 

5:30 PM  

Blended  

Worship 

 Service 

24 

8:00 AM  

Traditional Worship Service 
 

9:15 AM  

Education & Fellowship Hr. 
 

10:30 AM  

Contemporary Worship 
  

25 26 

9:30 AM Newslet-

ter Assembling  

6:00 PM  

Praise Team  

7:00 PM  

Men’s Bible Study 

Women’s Bible 

Study  

27 

5:15 PM 

Confirmation & 

Midweek 

5:30 PM  

Community Choir 

6:30 PM  

Sanctuary Choir  

28 

8:00 PM  

AA Group  

  





Birthdays 
Jared Alsup 

Rachell Anderson 

Brysen Aves 

Judi Beach 

Karen Beaulieu 

Diane Beisner 

Nichole Boles 

Kelly Collins 

Colleen Craig 

Bailey Duffield 

Ian Fell 

Ron Fode 

Knox Fowler 

Gary Gable 

Ernest Grimm 

Vernon Haish 

Sam Hawkins 

Ethan Heilman 

Noah Hintzsche 

Hayden Hodgson 

Todd Hughes 

Stacie Hurtado 

Eugene Johnson 

Raelyn Klecan 

Dan Krull I 

Kelly Kuschel 

Ashley Lee 

Valerie Lee 

Paul Leitsch 

Dan Lichthardt 

Jacob Loy 

Sue Loy 

Shelley Madey 

Michael Milinac 

Layla Mostek 

Grant Oleson 

Rachel Olsen 

Irelynn Pahnke 

Cindy Prudlick 

James Rausch 

Shane Richey 

Andrew Santiago 

Becky Schmarje 

Jonathon Schmarje 

Brandon Schrader 

Kevin Seisser 

Max Seisser 

Dawn Skarzynski 

Gerald Stoffregen 

Melissa Stoffregen 

Ryan Stoffregen 

Laurie Strauch 

Joline Tewksbury 

Christine Venditti 

Scott Werner 

Jacob Wylde 

Anniversaries  
 Zann & Christy Fell 

James & Vanessa Fowler 

Rob & Laurie Strauch 

Reminders:  
Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the March issue of the Messenger Newsletter is due no later than Wednesday,        
February 20th. Articles received after that will not be included. 

 

Announcement Bulletin 

Want to add an announcement to the weekly announcement bulletin? Submit your article by noon on 
Wednesdays!  

 

Women’s Breakfast  

Saturday February 16th at the Genoa Café 8:00 am 

 

Men’s Breakfast  

Saturday January 23rd at the Kirkland Family Restaurant 7:00 am 

 

 

 





Easy Yet Romantic Filet Mignon 
 

Ingredients 

 2 (8 ounce) (1 inch thick) filet mignon steaks 
 2 teaspoons olive oil 
 1/4 teaspoon onion powder 

  Salt and pepper to taste 

 2 tablespoons minced shallot  
 2 slices bacon 

 

Directions 

1. Place oven rack in its highest position. Set oven to Broil. 
2. Rub steaks all over with olive oil. Sprinkle with onion powder, then with 

salt and pepper. Wrap one slice of bacon around each steak, and secure 
with a toothpick. 

3. Place steaks onto a broiler pan, and broil for 5 to 7 minutes. Turn the 
steaks over, and sprinkle the tops with shallots. Broil for an additional 5 
to 7 minutes, or until the steaks are cooked to your liking. 

 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 2019 Allrecipes.com  

Nuts About Love 
 

Driving through Southern California,  I stopped at a roadside stand that sold 
fruit, vegetables and crafts. As I went to pay, I noticed the young woman     
behind the counter was painting a sign. “Why the new sign?” I asked. “My 
boyfriend didn’t approve of the old one,” she said. When I glanced at what 
hung above the counter, I understood. It declared: “Local Honey Dates Nuts” 
— Contributed by Theodore Bologna 


