
Dear Christian Friends: 

 

Summer is in full swing as we enter into the month of July.  Plans are already being 
made to celebrate one of our favorite holidays, the Fourth of July.  Picnics, parades, 
and fireworks frequently mark the day when the United States declared its 
independence from Great Britain and began the fight to become a free country 
under democratic rule.  It is a day that we remember fondly as Americans. 

 

In spite of our sinful human nature, our Lord has given us everything we have, 
including rights that are proper and beneficial.  Perhaps the most important of these 
is the right to worship.  We live in a country where we are free, within reason, to 
worship when and how we please.  That’s why every Saturday and Sunday we have 
at least one worship service and I appear in the pulpit to proclaim God’s Word.  It’s 
also why we have regular Bible study and I regularly administer the Lord’s Supper.  
Yet there are people who, every week, decline to receive that Word and Sacrament. 

 

I have a strong desire to enjoy the lazy, hazy days of summer as much as the next 
person.  I’m all for taking time off and relaxing with family and friends.  But what I 
can’t understand is when people become lazy and lackadaisical when it comes to 
their approach to worship.  In my relatively short time as a pastor, I’ve heard an 
incredible number of excuses for why people can’t come.  “It’s my only day off.”  “I 
like to sleep in on Sunday mornings.”  “It’s my day to do laundry.”  “The service 
takes so long.”  I could go on and on.  Worship only requires a small amount of time 
and regular prayer requires even less.  What’s worse is that once you get out of the 
habit of worshipping regularly, it’s so hard to get back into the habit. 
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Letter from Pastor Continued…. 
Now, you’re probably saying to yourselves, “Pastor, you’re preaching to the choir.  We wouldn’t be 
reading your letter if we weren’t coming to church regularly.”  That is, in fact, true.  You’re probably 
reading this letter during my sermon right now.  My point, and I do have one, is this: every week 
when you attend, you notice people who used to come, but now do not attend.  While it is the work 
of the Pastor and the elders to try to contact these people, it is also the work of every Christian.  
The author of Hebrews writes, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but let us encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 
The power of a simple phone call, letter, or personal visit is unbelievable.  Sometimes all it takes is a 
simple, “I haven’t seen you in church lately and I’ve really missed you,” to remind someone that 
they are indeed missed not only by you but by their heavenly Father, and encourage them to return 
to worship once more.  It may sound like I’m oversimplifying things, but you would truly be amazed 
by the results.  I would encourage you to give it a try. 
 
As we celebrate Independence Day, we are reminded that our Lord has freed us from sin, death, 
and the power of the devil.  Not only that, but He has given us the right to worship Him as we 
please.  Please come and help us celebrate this freedom that we have and encourage others to do 
so also. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Heilman 
 
Galatians 5:13 – “You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom 

to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.” 

Genoa Food Pantry  
Glory be to God!  Thank you for your donations 

 The Genoa Food Pantry is now working with the Northern Illinois Food 
Bank to purchase food items at significant savings to the food pantry.  
However, not all items needed are available for purchase from the 
Northern Illinois Food Bank.  Because of this, the Genoa Food Pantry 
has requested some items from our church and other organizations to 
help stock their shelves with these needed items.    

Please see the latest correspondence from Faith United Methodist 
Church: 

“We are writing to request some items for donation 

that we cannot purchase through the food bank. All 

monetary donations help us continue to purchase food 

and support those who need aid through our 

Emergency assistance fund. Please include this list 

with any upcoming food drives you may do. 
 

- canned pineapple  - pork & beans 

- basic baking supplies - green beans 
- cake or brownie mixes  - Baked beans 
- Pasta any noodle type - Saltine crackers 
- canned potatoes - Toothpaste 
- corn (kernel & creamed) - Toothbrushes 
- facial tissues - Paper towels 
- Toilet paper (4 roll package) 

  
 

 

  

The Genoa-Kingston Food Pantry is successful in being 

able to provide to those in need due to the community 

and all their support and we thank you for all you do!“ 
  
Thank you 

Trinity Lutheran “good deed” Cards 
   Written by Rick Happ 

Over the last several months, I have handed out 
Trinity Lutheran business cards to members of the 
congregation.  On the cards is written, “Together we 
can change the world, one good deed at a time.”  The 
idea of the cards is to encourage us as believers to be 
Christians in our community but also help make our 
church more widely known in our community.  I’ve 
had a couple people tell me their heartwarming story 
about their experience with the cards.   Here is one 
story by an anonymous Trinity church member: 

 

 “I was at the local grocery store and noticed that 
the couple in front of me with two young 
children really didn't have much in their cart; I 
thought there should have been more. As it was 
time for them to pay I stepped around them to 
insert my debit card to pay for their bill. Then I 
gave them one of our Trinity Lutheran cards.  
The father asked me why I did this, I told him, ‘I 
am a Christian and that is what we do.’ He 
explained that he would have missed work the 
next day if I had not helped, because he didn’t 
have enough money to buy those groceries and 
pay for gas to get to work the next day.  Then I 
told him, ‘hope to see you in church someday.’ 

Pastor’s Contact Info 

Rev. Jeremy Heilman, 

Senior Pastor 

 

717 Hortense Dr. 

Kirkland, IL 60146 

 

H:815-522-0074 

C: 773-407-2698 

 

jheilman@tlcgenoa.org 

 

Pastor’s phone numbers 

are included in his 

answering machine 

message at Church. 

Pastor’s extension number 

at Church is “11”. 



From the Musicians Diary  
  In honor of the anniversary of our country’s 

founding in July, I would like to focus on a patriotic 

hymn, “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee.”   

 The text of this hymn was written by Samuel 

Francis Smith (1808-1895), in 1832, while he was a 

student at Andover Seminary, in Massachusetts. The 

melody traveled around Europe in several 

variations, including “God Save the King.” 

“America,” as it is also known, was a result of Rev. 

Smith’s effort to create a national hymn for the 

United States.  The first three verses encourage and 

call for national pride, while the last verse was 

designed as a petition to God for His continued favor 

and protection of the United States. 

This hymn served as the national anthem of our 

country for much of the nineteenth century. “My 

Country, ‘Tis of Thee” was first performed on July 4, 

1832, at Park Street Church, in Boston. 

The melody of this hymn has been credited to 

various 17th century English composers. Although 

the tune’s exact origin is not known, it was printed 

in England in 1744 in the song book Thesaurus 

Musicus. 

I’m quoting verses one, three, and four: 

“My country, ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of 

thee I sing; Land where my fathers died, land of the 

pilgrims’ pride, From every mountainside, let 

freedom ring! 

Let music swell the breeze, and ring from all the 

trees, sweet freedom’s song; Let mortal tongues 

awake, let all that breathe partake, Let rocks their 

silence break, the sound prolong. 

Our fathers’ God, to Thee, author of liberty, to 

Thee we sing; long may our land be bright with 

freedom’s holy light, protect us by Thy might, great 

God, our King!” 

 

Kathy Fane 

 

Health & Wellness 
Are you looking forward to the Fourth of July?  Carlos 

Wilton and Timothy Merrill shared the following 

thoughts on Independence Day in the July Home Touch 

letter. 

 

"And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm 

reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we 

mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, 

and our sacred Honor."  This is the last line of the 

Declaration of Independence, and it shows us two 

things in particular about the patriots who signed 

it:  They depended on God and they depended on each 

other. 

 

We like to think that Independence Day is all about 

allowing every American to stand alone, as a rugged 

individual---forgetting that Independence Day is about 

the independence of a nation, not a bunch of people 

looking after their own interests.   

 

It's terribly easy, in our contemporary culture, to forget 

that hard-earned lesson:  that we are inevitably 

dependent.  The pioneers on the prairie knew: 

    *  how, if you had to raise a barn, you couldn't do it 

without your neighbors; 

    *  how, if you fell sick, you could depend on the 

people in the next cabin to fetch the doctor; 

     *  how you could look across the valley through a 

snowstorm, and see from the lantern in the window that 

you were not alone. 

The founders of our country knew you couldn't have a 

Declaration of Independence without a corresponding 

declaration of dependence, that we are dependent on 

God and depend on our neighbors to help us. 

 

Celebrate freedom in America this Fourth of July, and 

thank God for his blessings and the blessing of 

fellowship with one another.   

 

Bonnie Koerner   



 This VBS program will empower children and show them that they can always rely on Jesus. Jesus will 

rescue them when they are lonely, worried, struggling, powerless and do wrong.  Attached is our                      

registration form , anyone 4 years old (must be potty trained) through grade 5 graduates is welcome to 

join us.  The form can be completed and returned to the church office.  Pre-registration is NOT          

required, it simply helps us plan resources.  

 

 We will once again be donating school supplies to the local food pantry and collecting offerings which 
this year will be going to the Genoa-Kingston Fire Protection District. Remember to have your children 
bring any type of school supplies and pennies on the first day of VBS. 

 

 We are in need of clear water, pop or Gatorade bottles with the lids for a VBS craft. There is also a      
donation board in the hallway with a list of additional items needed for crafts and snacks. All Items 
should be put in the plastic bin in the hallway and brought to the church by July 12. Thank you. 

 

 We are still in need of volunteers.  It takes a lot of people to ensure the safety of the children              
     and the success of the VBS program.  Your participation can be as simple as being an extra helper with   
     the preschool children, even if it’s just for one day.   Attached is a Volunteer form for anyone interested  
     in assisting us this year,  please fill out the form and return it to the church office.  
 
  There is one final VBS planning meeting on July 10 at 6:30pm.  
If you are unable to attend the meeting please email Nycol Durham at ndurham_14@yahoo.com.  

 
Join Us  July 16-20  

9:00am - Noon  

mailto:ndurham_14@yahoo.com




SHIPWRECKED: RESCUED BY JESUS 

Volunteer form 

 

VBS 2018 will be July 16-20. Shipwrecked-rescued by Jesus is the program we will use. This program will empower  

children and show them that they can always rely on Jesus. Jesus will rescue them when they are lonely, worried,                    

struggling, powerless and do wrong. 

If you would like to volunteer for VBS you can fill out this form and return it to the church office or contact me at 

ndurham_14@yahoo.com. 

Nycol Durham  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like to volunteer to help with VBS 2018 

 

Name_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I am interested in: 

 

_____Participation in Genoa Days parade               _____Craft leader 

 

_____Advertising                  _____Craft helper 

 

_____Decorations                  _____Snack server 

 

_____AV during opening and closing               _____Recreation leader 

 

_____Music leader for opening and closing              _____Recreation helper 

 

 

_____Class leader (write 1 for first class choice and 2 for second class choice) 

(_____preschool   _____Kindergarten/1st grades  _____2nd/3rd grades      _____4th/5th/6th grades) 

 

_____Class helper (write 1 for first class choice and 2 for second class choice) 

(_____preschool   _____Kindergarten/1st grades  _____2nd/3rd grades      _____4th/5th/6th grades) 

https://mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=ndurham_14@yahoo.com.




Birthdays 

Reminders:  

 Weekly announcements for the bulletin are due no later than noon on Wednesdays.  

 

 The deadline for the August issue of the Messenger Newsletter is Wednesday July 18th.  

 

 Women’s Breakfast will meet at the Genoa Café at 8:00 am on Saturday July 21st.  

 

 Men’s Breakfast will meet at the Kirkland Family Restaurant at 7:00 am on Saturday July 28th.  

 

 There is still only one Sunday Service at 9:30 am during the month of July,   

 Everett Amen 

Kim Baker 

Jeff Bartels 

Kip Beach 

Savannah Beisner 

Cole Blank 

Vernel Boncosky 

Heather Brown 

Kayla Butz 

Danielle Clark 

James Craig 

John Craig 

Mike Cwiok 

Richard Depauw 

Nycol Durham 

Mackenzie Engel 

Zann Fell 

Ryken Fowler 

Gerry Fredricks 

Joshua Gahlbeck 

Fred Goltermann 

Tudy Gum 

Cody Hodgson 

Guy Horbus 

Amy Hueber 

Kevin Hughes 

Mollie Hughes 

Alexis Kathalynas 

Emily King 

Kim Kline 

Brianna Kramer 

Matthew Kuschel 

Dale Lichthardt 

Erin Loy 

Ethan Loy 

Kristin Loy 

Gail Marshall 

Judy McGee 

Robbie Melnick 

Janice Melton-Sheppard 

Brian Mensching 

Gabriele Munch 

Kelly Nelson 

Garrett Oleson 

Philip Paulsen 

Christopher Perrin 

Max Rausch 

Justin Russell 

Drew Schalk 

Kenzie Schalk 

Jodie Schrader 

Colin Seisser 

Daniel Suchy 

Robin Swanson 

David Timmermann 

Anniversaries 
Wallace & Faye Anderson Jr. 

Jeffrey & Virginia Baker 

Lee & Pat Baxter 

Michael & Drinda Milinac 

Mike & Kristin Brynteson 

Ron & Eileen Fode 

Dale & Darlene Lichthardt 

Jeff & Laurie Nesler 

Wes & Lois Plote 

Wes & Heather Plote Jr. 

Jeremiah & Christy Stout 



July 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

8:45 Fellowship Hour 

9:30 Contemporary Worship 

Service   

2 3 

6:00 PM Praise Team 

Practice 

7:00 PM Men's Bible 

Study 

4 

4th of July 

Office Closed  

5 

1:30 Prayer 

Team Meeting 

8:00 PM AA 

Group 

6 

Office 

Closed  

  

7 

5:30 PM Blended 

Worship Service  

8 

8:45 Fellowship Hour 

9:30 Traditional Worship 

Service   

 

9 10 

6:00 PM Praise Team 

Practice 

6:30 PM VBS Meeting 

11 12 

7:00 PM Board 

of Elders 

8:00 PM AA 

Group 

13 

Office 

Closed 

14 

5:30 PM Blended 

Worship Service  

15 

8:45 Fellowship Hour 

9:30 Contemporary Worship 

Service   

16 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

VBS 

7:00 PM Board of 

Administration 

 

17 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

VBS 

6:00 PM Praise Team 

Practice 

7:00 PM Men's Bible 

Study 

18 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

VBS 

Newsletter Deadline 

19 

9:00 AM - 

12:00 PM   

VBS 

 

8:00 PM AA 

Group 

20 

9:00 AM - 

12:00 PM 

VBS 

Office 

Closed  

21 

8:00 AM Women’s 

Breakfast  

5:30 PM Blended 

Worship Service  

22 

8:45 Fellowship Hour 

9:30 Traditional Worship 

Service   

 

23 24 

9:30 AM  Newsletter 

Assembling 

6:00 PM Praise Team 

Practice 

 

25 26 

8:00 PM  AA 

Group  

27 

Office 

Closed  

28 

7:00 AM Men's 

Group Breakfast 

5:30 PM  Blended 

Worship Service  

 

29 

8:45 Fellowship Hour 

9:30 Contemporary Worship 

Service   

30 31 

6:00 PM Praise Team 

Practice 

 

    

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/260133608/2018-04-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/260133608/2018-04-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/265923236/2018-04-17
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/265923236/2018-04-17
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/260133608/2018-04-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/260133608/2018-04-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/261819781/2018-04-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/261819781/2018-04-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/260133608/2018-04-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/260133608/2018-04-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/265923236/2018-04-17
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/265923236/2018-04-17
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/259993743/2018-04-19
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/260133608/2018-04-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/260133608/2018-04-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/259993743/2018-04-26
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/259993743/2018-04-26
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/259925040/2018-04-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/259925040/2018-04-28
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/2331544/event/260105478/2018-04-28







