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messenger 

Letter from Pastor  
There is a time for everything… 
 

I’m sure you recognized that line from Ecclesiastes 3.  Or if not from the 
Bible, then from the Byrd’s #1 hit, “Turn, Turn, Turn.”   Ecc. 3:1 says, 
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the 
heavens.”  And so it was that the time had come for Pastor Heilman to 
accept a call to serve our Lord in another place, and for this congregation 
to call someone to lead us into the future.  As verse 15 of that same 
chapter says, “That which is, already has been; that which is to be, 
already has been.”  This is not the first time we have gone through the 
process of calling a pastor, and it will not be the last.  “There is nothing 
new under the sun.” (Ecc. 1:9) 
 
But in the meantime (between the last and the next pastor), you have me.   
 
Most of you know me—or at least have seen my face around the circuit 
and the church.  I’m Pastor Donald Balgeman.  I served in Texas for my 
first 5 years of ministry and then took a call to Immanuel, Hinckley and 
was there from 1980 until 2012.  Shortly after retirement, my wife (Gloria) 
and I moved from Immanuel’s parsonage to a home off Empire Road a 
couple miles east of Lily Lake.   
 
In addition to my work at Immanuel, I have had several positions in the 
circuit and district.  Most prominently and significantly, I served as circuit 
counselor from ’97 – 2006 (3 terms, 9 years) and worked with this 
congregation through both good and difficult times.  It seems that I was 
also drawn to the position of treasurer in a number of circuit/district 
organizations—LB [11 years), Thrivent (7+ years), Circuit Youth and 
Circuit Treasurer s(20+ years), North Region Pastor’s Conference (3 
years), West Region Pastor’s Conference (3 years), General Pastor’s 
Conference (1 year), etc.]  I also briefly have served as vacancy pastor at 
Immanuel, Hinckley and St. Peter’s, North Plato.   
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Letter from Pastor Continued…. 
 

I have been asked to serve as your vacancy pastor until the weather draws me 
to a warm climate or you install your next pastor, whichever comes first.  
Although I will be gone several weeks during that time as I have previous travels 
plans, I will make sure that pastoral needs are covered.  As the end of the year 
approaches, when I will go to Florida for its warmth and lack of snow, we will 
have a better idea of where the congregation is in the calling process and make 
plans accordingly.   

Being retired, I have been asked to fill in part-time (20 hours/week).  My first 
priority is to continue the ministry that is already in place—calls on the shut-in 
and hospitalized, official acts, Bible Study, supportive ministries to organizations 
and individuals, etc.  I will be in the office as the need arises, usually at least one 
morning a week.  If you wish to see me, phone ahead and arrangements can be 
made.   

I realize that my ministry style and personality is very different from Pastor 
Heilman, but I pray that you will have some tolerance and “roll with the punches” 
as we work through this vacancy.   

I do ask a couple of things from you—First and foremost, keep me and the congregation in your 
prayers.  Without the blessing of God, according to His will, nothing can be accomplished.   

Second, remembering names and faces is not my strength.  Even if I should remember your name, 
assume I don’t because that will usually be the case.  So, please wear your nametags.  It will help 
enormously.  Remember than I have over 100 names to remember and you have only one--  mine.   

Third, as I don’t know your particular needs (if any), make sure you let me know when and how I 
can be of assistance.  And if you know someone who could use a pastoral visit (unchurched, 
facing surgery, in hospice care, etc.), let me know that as well.  I and this congregation are here to 
minister to the needs of our members and the community.   

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.”   

Pastor Donald Balgeman 

 

Pastor’s Contact Info. 

 

Rev. Donald Balgeman  

Vacancy Pastor 

 

H: 815-522-0074 

C: 773-407-2698 

 

pastor@tlcgenoa.org 

 

Pastor’s extension at 

Church is “11”. 

Book Drive:  

I would like to have a book drive for the St. 
Frances Indian School in South Dakota where 
my sister teaches, grades 1-5.  She suggests 
buying from scholastic and Salvation Army.  
There will be a drop box located by the church 
office through the month of July.  Thank you in 

advance for your participation.  Laurie Hartwig 

 

Instagram 

Trinity Lutheran Church is now on Instagram,  
be sure to follow us at tlcgenoa! 
 

Feed My Starving Children 

2,920 pennies were collected towards Feed My 
Starving Children meals in May!  This offers 132 
meals! Thank you all.  In July - we will collect 
nickels!  Watch for the mason jars on the welcome 
table and in the hallway. 

G.I.F.T. 
God’s Influence on Family Time, began about 10 

years ago when  Sunday School was on summer 

break. It has continued during the 10:30 

contemporary service after the children’s 

message. Using songs, Bible stories, coloring, 

crafts, activities & play, GIFT enriches children 

on the scripture from the morning’s message so 

that families can later share with one another. 

Thank you to all the children who have 

participated in GIFT and to Denise Timmerman 

for her dedication and many years of  teaching 

our children. The present program will end after 

June 30.   Brandy Guptail has graciously offered 

to help keep the program running and will lead 

the children starting July 7th.  



From the Musician’s Diary 
  

     “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.”  Psalm 33:12 

  
     American patriotic music has been a part of the culture and history of the United States since its founding in 1776, and 
has served to encourage feelings of national unity through the years. 
    
   From the beginnings of our nation, through the dark times that the nation has experienced, songs of faith and patri-
otism have inspired, comforted and rallied our beloved country. Patriotic hymns have shaped the heart and soul of Ameri-
ca. These songs have emphasized the message of freedom and faith across this nation, have healed broken spirits, and 
have made us proud of our American heritage. 
 
     One of these hymns is “America the Beautiful,” written by Katherine Lee Bates in 1904, and published in 1918.  She had 
been part of a travel group from Wellesley College, and was inspired to write these lyrics when they were visiting the 
1893 Columbian Trade Expo in Chicago. Bates wrote the text to express appreciation of the natural beauty of the U.S., 
which her group experienced as they traveled through the Rocky Mountains, “fashioned by the hand of God.”  She wrote, 
when they were descending Pikes Peak, “it was then, as I was looking out over the sea-like expanse of fertile country 
spreading so far under those ample skies, that the opening lines of the hymn floated into my mind.” 
 
      For several years, “America the Beautiful” was sung to almost any poplar folk tune which fit the lyrics. However, in 
these modern times, it is sung to a melody titled “Materna,” written in 1882 by Samuel Ward, who was a church organist 
and choirmaster from New Jersey. 
 
      This hymn has been called “an expression of patriotism at its finest.” It conveys an attitude of appreciation and grati-
tude to God, for the nation’s extraordinary physical beauty and abundance. Bates died in 1929, and Samuel Ward died in 
1903.  [Source:  The Internet Performing Arts Encyclopedia.] 

 
O beautiful for spacious skies for amber waves of grain 
For purple mountain majesties, above the fruited plain! 
America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea. 
 
O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years, 
Thine alabaster cities gleam undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! May God thy gold refine 
Till all success be nobleness, and every gain divine. 

 

Kathy Fane 

July is here---This month’s newsletter article will be a bit short; unlike the long warm days of summer.  

Look for a meeting invite mid July- the Comfort Dog Ministry will be having an evening conversation on 

Faith—to continue our preparation for when Trinity’s ministry hits the ground with paws and feet.  All 

are welcome to join us in the event. 

My dear Christian friends, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen  Galatians 6:18 



Health & Wellness  
 

Summer brings time for families and friends to be outdoors enjoying the blessing of warm sunny days.  Ruth 
Daumer in Seasons of Wholeness shares the following thoughts on the value of rest and relaxation.  

 

Balancing rest and relaxation with work can be difficult.  If not working, some people feel time and energy is 
being wasted on relaxation.   Our culture reinforces the value of work and under values the need for 
relaxation.  The Bible has a great deal to say on this topic.  We see that even Jesus grew tired and needed 
to work rest into His and His followers lives (Mk. 6:31).  Also, Jesus promises rest in the midst of our chaotic 
world (Mt. 11:28-30).  Living a healthy balance of rest and work takes commitment, time, and effort daily. 

 

The following daily activities promote rest and relaxation in our lives: 

 

     * practicing deep breathing from your abdomen several times each day. 

     * taking a one minute vacation (imagine[you are in a favorite place). 

     * making time each day for a walk (outside if possible). 

     * relaxing your body using progressive muscle relaxation. 

     * remembering God has blessed rest as much as work (Mk. 2:27). 

     * keeping a healthy balance between work and rest in our daily lives. 

     * Going to church to hear God's Word and feel His love. 

     * Going to church to take communion and feel God's forgiveness. 

     * Going to church for fellowship with friends. 

 

"My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from Him" (Psalm 62:1). 

May we share David's belief of needed rest in our busy lives. 

 

See you in church this summer, 

Bonnie Koerner 

         

 

 

Seeking Him!  ( a new weekly bible study) 

It’s God himself that gives revival. He himself sparks the desire to return to Him.  It’s not something that we can 
make happen.  It is truly a gift from God. 
 

A few of us will be getting together  Thursdays at 10 AM in Trinity’s library for a bible study: Seeking Him by 
Nancy Leigh DeMoss and Tim Grissom.  If you’d like to preview the book or order it for yourself – it’s available 
on Christian Book .com  There are 5 daily devotionals that you do at home.  Once a week, the group gets             
together to discuss and view a 15 minute summary video.  We will be meeting weekly beginning Thursday, July 
11th.  Listed below is a brief description of the book and a barcode to get to the website for purchase.   We will 
have a spare book or two on hand.  Please Join Us – everyone is welcome!! - Deb H. 

 

Experience the joy that comes with personal revival! Did you know that revival means a 
complete  transformation of your heart that impacts your home, church, and the world? 
In Seeking Him, Nancy Leigh DeMoss  and Tim Grissom show you the way toward            
freedom and the genuine holiness that comes from humility, repentance, and forgiveness. 
Each week of this 12-week interactive study has five days of individual study to be done at 
home, followed by group questions and testimonies. There's also a "Making It Personal" 
section for you to delve into more questions and exercises. Paperback book is available 
online at  ChristianBook.com  or just scan the following link: 



Benefit Breakfast 

for 

Paul and Cyndi Alsup  



We are having a Vendor and Craft Show at the church on Saturday, July 13 from 9:00am-

3:00pm. This will be a fundraiser for the preschool. We are looking for vendors and crafters 

to buy booth space to set up their crafts to sell. Vendors and crafters will be responsible for 

staying at their tables. If you are a vendor or crafter or know someone who is a vendor or 

crafter contact Cam Durham 815-784-2522 or email tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com.                

(See Registration form on page 7) 

2019 VBS is right around the corner…... 

 

Attached is our event registration form (page 9), anyone 4 years old (must be potty trained) 
through grade 5 graduates is welcome to join us.  The form can be completed and returned to the 
church office.  Pre-registration is NOT required, it simply helps us plan resources.  
 

We are asking the congregation for donations to help offset the cost.  There is a VBS donation board  

located in the hallway with a list of items needed for crafts and snacks.  We are also in need of empty  

paper towel rolls for a VBS craft, please place all donations in the plastic bin in the church hallway. Your 
support is greatly appreciated! Thank you!  

 
A lot of volunteers are still needed to help during the week of VBS.  It takes a lot of people for our 
VBS program to be successful and to ensure the safety of the children. Your participation can be as simple 
as being an extra helper with the preschool children, even if it’s just for one day.  Attached (page 8) is a  
Volunteer form for anyone interested in assisting us this year,  please fill out the form and return it to the 
church office.  Questions please contact Cam Durham at cdurham2004@yahoo.com.  The last planning 
meeting will be Tuesday July 9th at 6:30pm 

 

 

mailto:tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com








 Weekly announcements for the bulletin are due no later  than noon on Wednesdays.  

 The deadline for the August issue of the Messenger Newsletter is Wednesday July 17th.  

 Women’s Breakfast will meet at the Genoa Café at 8:00 on Saturday July 20th .  

 Men’s Breakfast will meet at the Kirkland Family Restaurant at 7:00am on Saturday July 27th.  

 There continues to be only be one 9:30am service on Sunday’s alternating between traditional 

and contemporary styles.   

 

Grant Alsup 

Everett Amen 

Kimberley Baker 

Jeffrey Bartels 

Kip Beach 

Savannah Beisner 

Cole Blank 

Vernel Boncosky 

Heather Brown 

Kayla Butz 

Danielle Clark 

James Craig 

John Craig 

Michael Cwiok 

Richard Depauw 

Nycol Durham 

Mackenzie Engel 

Zann Fell 

Ryken Fowler 

Gerry Fredricks 

Joshua Gahlbeck 

Fred Goltermann 

Delores Gum 

Cody Hodgson 

Guy Horbus 

Amy Hueber 

Kevin Hughes 

Mollie Hughes 

Alexis Kathalynas 

Emily King 

Kim Kline 

Brianna Kramer 

Matthew Kuschel 

Dale Lichthardt 

Erin Loy 

Ethan Loy 

Kristin Loy 

Gail Marshall 

Judy McGee 

Robert Melnick 

Janice Melton-Sheppard 

Brian Mensching 

Gabriele Munch 

Kelly Nelson 

Garrett Oleson 

Philip Paulsen 

Christopher Perrin 

Maxwell Rausch 

Justin Russell 

Andrew Schalk 

Mackenzie Schalk 

Jodie Schrader 

Colin Seisser 

Daniel Suchy 

Robin Swanson 

David Timmermann 

Jeffrey & Virginia Baker 

Leroy & Patricia Baxter 

Michael & Kristin Brynteson 

Dale & Darlene Lichthardt 

Michael & Drinda Milinac 

Jeff & Laurie Nesler 

Wesley & Lois Plote 

Wesley & Heather Plote Jr. 

Jeremiah & Christy Stout 



July 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 

Happy 4th of 

July  

 

Office Closed  

5 

Office Closed  

6 
 

5:30 PM  

Blended Worship  

7 

8:30 - 9:15 AM 

Bible Study  
 

8:45 AM  

Fellowship Hour 
 

9:30 AM  

Contemporary 
Worship 

8 

7:00 PM 

Board of 

 Elders  

9 

6:30 PM 

VBS Meeting 
 

7:00 PM 

Men’s Bible 

Study  

10 11 
 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study  
 

 

8:00 PM 

AA Group  

12 

Office Closed  

13 
 

9:00 AM—3:00 PM 

Craft & Vendor Show 

 

5:30 PM  

Blended Worship  

14 

8:30 - 9:15 AM 

Bible Study  
 

8:45 AM  

Fellowship Hour 
 

9:30 AM  

Traditional 

 Worship 

15 

9:00 AM -  

12:00 PM 

VBS 
 

7:00 PM 

Board of  

Administration 

16 

9:00 AM -  

12:00 PM 

VBS 

 

 

17 

9:00 AM -  

12:00 PM 

VBS 

 

Newsletter 

Deadline  

18 

9:00 AM -  

12:00 PM 

VBS 
 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 

1:30 PM 

Ladies Aid  
 

8:00 PM 

AA Group 

19 

9:00 AM -  

12:00 PM 

VBS 

 

Office Closed  

20 

8:00 AM  

Women’s Breakfast 

 

5:30 PM  

Blended Worship  

21 

8:30 - 9:15 AM 

Bible Study  
 

8:45 AM  

Fellowship Hour 
 

9:30 AM  

Contemporary 
Worship 

22 23 
 

9:30 AM 

Newsletter 

Assembling  

24 25 
 

10:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 

8:00 PM 

AA Group 

26 27 
 

7:00 AM 

Men’s Breakfast 

 

5:30 PM  

Blended Worship  

28 

8:30 - 9:15 AM 

Bible Study  
 

8:45 AM  

Fellowship Hour 
 

9:30 AM  

Traditional 

 Worship 

29 30 31    








