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Letter from Pastor 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
As we enter into the month of March, there is often much to look forward 
to.  The weather begins to warm and thoughts often turn to outdoor 
activities.  Gardeners and flower growers begin their planning and 
sometimes even their planting.  Young people begin to prepare for baseball 
and softball seasons March also puts us into the heart of the Lenten 
season.  With each passing week we march on toward the death and 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior.  We spend quite a bit of time focusing 
on the events leading up to the week of our Lord’s passion 
 
I’ve also been taking some time to do some reflecting. March is my seventh 
anniversary here at Trinity. It’s hard to believe it’s been 7 years. It seems 
like just yesterday that my family and I came here. So much has changed 
during that time.  My kids have grown up so much. Ethan leaves for college 
in the fall. Trinity has grown and changed as well. 
 
This last year has seen a lot of changes, both positive and negative.  And 
yet, in the midst of all of those changes, one thing has remained constant. 
The one constant is our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Hebrews 13:8 
says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” James 
writes, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” 
So we have to ask that classic Lutheran question, “What does this mean?” 
 
What that means is that even in the midst of all of the changes in our lives, 
Christ is constant. His love for us never changes. We don’t ever have to 
worry about having done enough to earn His grace and mercy. We don’t 
ever have to worry about Him running out of patience or forgiveness. It 
means that we can anchor our faith firmly in the cross and it will hold, no 
matter how great the storms of this life may be. 
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Letter from Pastor Continued 
What that means for us is that we are also set free from worry and doubt and fear. 
We are set free from guilt and sin.  And that sets us free to serve; serve out families, 
our church, and our communities. Recently, Trinity has had several conversations 
about how all of us can do just that; serve the people God has set us free to serve. 
There will be a number of opportunities in the weeks and months ahead.  Some will 
be things that we’ve done before and that we do well. Others will be things that we 
haven’t done in a long time or may have never done before. I’m sure some will be 
more successful than others. But we need help. It can’t just be the same people 
doing things time after time. Think about where your passions lie and what you like 
to do. Many of these things don’t require big time commitments. You may not even 
know that Trinity does them.  Take some time…ask…find out what opportunities may 
actually suit you. 
 
As we prepare for our Lord’s passion, let us also remember what he has called us to 
do as His children and members of His church. Christ’s death set us free to serve 
Him and others. Consider ways that you can serve and making faith, worship, and 
service a priority. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Heilman 
 
2 Corinthians 8:7 – “But just as you excel in everything-- in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel 
in this grace of giving.” 

What’s been happening at those Conversation meetings at 

the library? 

Folks from church have met twice now to discuss and plan how we can get 

more involved with the community and with each other at our church.  Here 

are highlights of our plans. Some of these plans were in motion before the 

conversation but we will list them here as well! 

Pastor is beginning an every member visit.   

Trinity will be participating at the Business Expo at the High School on 

March 3rd  10-3pm-  Come on out and visit our booth 

Who we are campaign is in the planning phase. 

Financial Peace University is starting in April 

A summer service schedule for Sunday’s is being discussed. 

Pay it forward card campaign is in planning. 

Communications in local papers – Mardell Ross is working to get the word 

out! If you have an event- she can help! 

 Everyone’s His Witness- building our relationship with Christ and others- 

planning phase 

Can we open the Church for the Christmas Craft Walk hosted in Genoa 

and be a site? – In discussion 

Our first meeting had thirteen participants, our second had eleven.  The next 

meeting will be held on May 5th at the Genoa Library starting at 10:00.  If you 

have time, please consider joining the Conversation!  Hope to see you there! 

Welcome! 

We are pleased to 

welcome  

Brandy Guptail as our 

temporary office 

manager! Brandy will 

be filling in for Amanda 

while she is on 

maternity leave starting 

in April.  

 

Please be sure to stop 

by during her training 

in mid March, or after 

she has officially 

started, to introduce 

yourself and to say 

“hello”! 

Pastor’s Contact 

Info 
Rev. Jeremy Heilman, 

Senior Pastor 

 

717 Hortense Dr. 

Kirkland, IL 60146 

 

H:815-522-0074 

C: 773-407-2698 

 

jheilman@tlcgenoa.org 

 

Pastor’s phone numbers 
are included in his 
answering machine 
message at Church. 
Pastor’s extension 

number at Church is 

“11”. 



From the Musician’s Diary 

One of the hymns most commonly sung 

on Palm Sunday is “All Glory, Laud and Honor.”  

Theodulph of Orleans (760-821) was Bishop 

from about 781 to 818, and became King 

Charlemagne’s theologian.  Theodulph was a 

church leader who worked hard to reform the 

clergy. He established schools, advanced 

education, built churches, and composed 

hymns of praise to God. He was later accused 

of conspiring against King Louis I, and spent the 

last few years of his life in prison, where he 

reportedly wrote this hymn. The Bishop 

mediated on our Lord’s triumphant entry into 

Jerusalem, before his Crucifixion and 

Resurrection, and then wrote the text to this 

glorious hymn. He was quoting from the book of 

Zechariah, chapter 9, and from each of the four 

Gospels. According to tradition, (neither 

confirmed or denied), King Louis passed by the 

prison where Theodulph was being held. The 

bishop appeared at the window, singing this 

hymn.  The king was supposedly so moved that 

he ordered the release of Bishop Theodulph.  

He was released, but died on his way home, in 

821.  

When we hear this tune, we instantly 

think of Palm Sunday. But a German composer, 

Melchior Teschner (1581-1635) wrote this tune 

that was originally associated with the hymn, 

“Farewell, I Gladly Bid Thee,” a hymn of 

consolation, which looked forward to the joys of 

heaven. Originally there were 78 verses to “All 

Glory…”!  (Theodulph had much spare time in 

his prison-monastery.) 

This hymn has been set to many organ 

preludes/postludes, by modern composers, and 

continues to be the “hallmark hymn”, serving as 

a glorious, majestic processional for Christian 

worship services, on Palm Sunday. 

Blessings to you at this most Holy time of 

year. 

Kathy Fane 

Open Board Positions 

The Board is still seeking persons to fill our Education and 

Evangelism positions on the Board for 2018.  Education is 

a one year position and Evangelism is a two year 

position.  Job descriptions are listed below.  We need your 

help!  Please consider helping out by serving in one of 

these very worthwhile positions.  Please contact Pastor 

Heilman, Dan Lichthardt, Dave Oleson, or Bill Sherman if 

you are interested or have questions.  Thank you. 

Board of Education Job Description  

General Duties: 

Assist the Pastor and Teaching Team in coordinating and 

developing our Youth Education Programs offered, 

including our Preschool, Sunday School, Mid-week, 

Confirmation, Vacation Bible School, and Junior/Senior 

High Programs.  Activities may include: 

- Helping teachers in the selection of curriculum, 

purchasing of supplies, recommending needed funding, 

and attending meetings with teachers as needed.   

- Consider looking for new and creative educational 

programs/opportunities which may improve our education 

programs here at Trinity.   

Monthly Board meetings are held the 3rd Monday of each 

month.   

Board of Evangelism Job Description  

General Duties: 

Assist the Pastor, Elders, and other volunteers in 

educating and encouraging Trinity to spread the word of 

Christ.  Activities may include: 

- Helping Trinity reach out and connect with the community 

by recruiting and supporting Trinity members or teams of 

members to participate in community activities outside our 

church.  Examples might be Feed my Starving 

Children, Christmas Downtown, Genoa Days, Genoa 

Winery Events, Meals on Wheels, etc.   

- Creating a Trinity Team that will reach out by phone or in 

person with visitors and prospective members, helping to 

make them feel welcome and answering any questions 

they may have about Trinity.  Suggest a follow-up contact 

by an Elder or Pastor when deemed appropriate. 

- If aware of persons who have stopped attending Trinity, 

suggest a follow-up contact by an Elder or Pastor.   

Board meetings are held the 3rd Monday of each month. 

 



Health & Wellness 
The season of Lent is a time for reflection and action.  This letter looks at ways to nourish our bodies and souls.   
 
The Mayo Clinic staff in a January, 2017 article,"Water:  How Much Should You Drink Everyday?",  notes water makes 
up 60% of your body weight.  While all fluids and food contribute to total water intake, plain water is an excellent choice 
to drink because it is calorie-free, inexpensive, and readily available in faucets.   Drink enough to quench thirst and 
produce clear light yellow urine. 
 
Ruth Daumer, M.S.N., R.N. in Seasons of Wholeness, 1990 writes water nourishes  body functions in the following ways: 
 
    *  Elimination:  Removes waste products and toxins 
    *  Digestion:  Aids in metabolism 
    *  Temperature:  Helps control body temperature 
    *  Bones:  Lubricates joints 
    *  Lungs:  Assists in breathing and moistens airways 
    *  Fluid balance: Helps maintain fluid and electrolyte balance 
    *  Weight:  Helps maintain normal weight 
 
In a conversation between a thirsty Jesus and the Woman at the well, Jesus tells her, "Everyone who drinks this water 
will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst" (John 4:13).  While water is essential for 
physical wellness, living water  (the Holy Spirit} is needed for spiritual wellness.  
 
 Daumer writes Living Water nourishes our souls in the following ways: 
 
    *  Elimination:  Reduces the power of sin in our lives  (I John 3: 6) 
    *  Digestion:  Helps us to digest and use God's word  (John 14: 26) 
    *  Temperature:  Warms our life with joy  (I John 5: 19) 
    *  Bones:  Blesses our bones with life (Eze. 37: 1-14) 
    *  Lungs:  Breathes in us God's living Spirit (Gen. 2: 7) 
    *  Fluid balance:  Satisfies our spiritual thirst (John 4: 13) 
    *  Weight:  Reduces the weight of life's burdens (Mt. 11: 28} 
 
As we go on the Lenten journey to Easter, take in adequate water and Living Water daily to stay physically and spiritually 
well. 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Bonnie Koerner 

CHRISTIAN SENIOR MINISTRIES 
 

Christian Senior Ministries  (CSM)   conducts devotional services at 16 DeKalb County, Illinois, nursing 

home/assisted living facilities every week.  We average 301 people per week.  This ministry continues in its 

18th year to consistently serve these senior residences in DeKalb, Oregon, Rochelle, Sandwich, Shabbona 

and Sycamore.  CSM remains a Recognized Service Organization through the Lutheran Church Missouri 

Synod and is a 501c 3 not for profit recognized by the Internal Revenue Service.  Funding for CSM has been 

sufficient but some reductions are at hand which – while not a problem now – could become challenging 

over time.   

CSM is thankful for many volunteers and partner churches, of which Trinity, Genoa is one, who provide 

support with music, clergy, prayers, and financial.  CSM mailing address is P.O. Box 479 Sycamore, IL 

60178.  Any questions about our mission, please ask Eileen Fode at 815-895-9625. 



 Upcoming Special Congregational 

Meeting- Comfort Dog Ministry 

Decision 

 

Following completion of our ReFocus Self Study in 

2014, one perceived need that was identified was 

for Trinity to change our inward focus to one of 

reaching out more to members of the community.  

To address that need, one strategy that was agreed 

upon by our congregation was to implement a 

Comfort Dog Program.  Since that time, Trinity has 

raised over $10,000 toward costs of the program 

and is now in the position to make application to 

become an affiliated member of LLC Comfort Dog 

Ministry.  Before we embark on this journey, a 

congregational meeting will be held to: 

 Determine if the members of Trinity continue to 

be earnest in following through on this journey 

and support the ministry (this journey can be 

from 10-12 years before the dog would be 

retired). 

 This ministry offers many roles and opportunities 

for members to become involved. We will need 

the talents of many people to support LCC’s 

mission statement to bring the mercy, 

compassion, presence and proclamation of 

Jesus Christ to people.   

 We hope to have a Top Dog and handler 

available at the meeting to answer questions 

from a current comfort dog ministry. 

 We will give a two or more week notification of 

the date of the congregational meeting. 

We hope that many can attend the meeting. We 

need to pray and determine if this ministry is a path 

that the Trinity family wishes to continue following 

through on.  This is not a ministry that one or two 

people can do.  This is a ministry where we need to 

be united together.  During discussions, we may find 

that this is not a path for us.  Whatever the outcome, 

we will know that we made the decision on the 

journey together.   Questions, please feel free to 

discuss with Pastor Heilman, Dave Oleson, or Vicki 

Seisser. 

Amazing Grace for a Woman’s Heart 

Come join Woven on March 24 for a day of sweet 

fellowship with God and other women. The cost is 

$15.00 per person which includes breakfast, lunch and 

your retreat booklet.  Amazing Grace for a Woman’s 

Heart will run from 8:00a.m.-3:00p.m. in the music 

room.  Please sign-up on the Woven bulletin board or 

call the church office to register by March 16th.  See 

Nancy Bagsby or Julie Bartels for more information. 

 

Men’s Group/Men’s Bible Study 

Please join us on March 4th as we make plans for 

starting a Men’s Group/Men’s Bible Study. We will be 

discussing activities, Bible Study subjects and when 

to hold the meetings. We will be meeting in the back of 

the Fellowship Hall between services. If you have any 

questions please feel free to contact John Seisser (815

-766-1080) or Bill Sherman (815-901-1836). 

 

Preschool News 

The topics this month are Dr. Seuss, zoo animals and 
Easter. The letters for the month are W, X, Y and Z. 
The numbers this month are 8, 9 and 10. The Bible 
stories will be about the lost sheep, miracle in Jericho, 
Zaccheus, Lazarus and Mary, Palm Sunday, last 
supper, Good Friday and resurrection. 
 
Preschool open house will be on Sunday, March 11 
from 2:00-4:00. Registration for the 2018-2019 school 
year opens on March 5. There is a $35 registration fee 
and $10 snack fee due with the registration. Tuition for 
the 3 year old class is $70/month. Tuition for the 4 year 
old class is $90/month. For more information about 
the preschool call 815-784-2522 or email 
tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com. 
God bless everyone! 
Miss Cam and Miss Laurie 

 

 

Scholarships 

We are now accepting scholarship applications for 

2018. Completed forms are due by Monday April 2nd. 

Get yours in the office.  

mailto:tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com


Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Denise Timmermann 

Jeffrey Baker 

Steven Benzinger 

Laurie Hartwig 

Diane Jennings 

Justin Lee 

Joan Johnson 

Tim King 

Dylan Tetzloff 

Anna VanDerHeyden 

Rick Hoeft 

Jordan Luepkes 

Caden Vogt 

Cora Ann Duval 

Michelle Ferrara 

Jim Justis 

Matt Baenziger 

Emily Vintika 

Heather Nelson 

Brian Peterson 

Jill VanDerHeyden 

Keenan Flint 

Jeremy Heilman 

Jadon Zientek 

Matthew Harrolle 

Megan Theiner 

Jeffery Fowler 

Dennis Lee 

Michelle Mangum 

Kelly Marshall 

Eric Baenziger 

Hilda Dahlke 

Dan Duval 

Sue German 

Bill Hentschel 

Lauryn Stoffregen 

Ronald Hattendorf 

Rachel Hughes 

Tyler Bollech 

Eric Rich 

Jasmine Stout 

Derek Cartee 

Reese Tomlinson 

Maddux Collingbourne 

Justyn Ferrara 

Eileen Fode 

Nolan Loy 

Tim Loy 

Bill Kline 

Beth Wienke 

Jared Wienke 

Dale Herrmann 

Jack Richardson 

Betty Fry 

Mary Hintzsche 

Robert Bohne 

Kaylee Luepkes 

Katie Seisser 

Mackenzie Swanson 

Ronald & Tammy Anderson 

Robert & Mary A. Bohne 

Jared & Ali Alsup 

Joe & Lois Rocha 

David & Denise Timmermann 

Edward & Kristen Engel 

John & Arliss Errera 

Dan & Becky Schmarje 

Reminders 

 

 Weekly announcements for the bulletin are due no later than noon on 

Wednesdays. 

 The deadline for the April issue of the Messenger Newsletter is  

Wednesday, March 21st. 

 Women’s breakfast will meet at the Genoa Café at 8:00 am on  

Saturday, March 17th. 

 Men’s breakfast will meet at the Kirkland Family Restaurant on 

Saturday, March 24th at 7:00 am. 

 







March 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

1:30 PM Prayer 
Team 

7:00 PM AA 

2 3 

10 AM—3 PM 
Genoa Expo 

5:30 PM 
Blended Wor-

ship 

4 

8:00 AM Trad. 
Worship 

9:15 AM Education 
& Fellowship Hour 

9:15 AM Men’s 
Group Meeting 

10:30 AM Con-
temp. Worship 

5 6 

7:00 PM Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

7 

5:00 PM Community 
Choir 

5:15-6:30 PM Mid-
week & Confirmation 

5:45 PM Sanctuary 
Choir 

6:00 PM Lenten Meal 

7:00 PM Lenten Ser-
vice 

8 

6:30 PM Wid-
ows Knot 

7:00 PM Elder 
Meeting 

7:00 PM AA 

9 10 

5:30 PM 
Blended Wor-

ship 

11 

8:00 AM Trad. 
Worship 

9:15 AM Education 
& Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Con-
temp. Worship 

2-4:00 PM Pre-
school Open House 

12 13 

7:00 PM Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

14 

5:00 PM Community 
Choir 

5:15-6:30 PM Mid-
week & Confirmation 

5:45 PM Sanctuary 
Choir 

6:00 PM Lenten Meal 

7:00 PM Lenten Ser-
vice 

15 

1:30 PM Ladies 
Aid 

7:00 PM AA 

16 17 

8:00 AM Wom-
en’s Breakfast 

5:30 PM 
Blended Wor-

ship 

18 

8:00 AM Trad. 
Worship 

9:15 AM Education 
& Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Con-
temp. Worship 

19 

7:00 PM 
BOA 

20 

7:00 PM Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

21 

NEWSLETTER DEAD-
LINE 

5:00 PM Community 
Choir 

5:15-6:30 PM Mid-
week & Confirmation 

5:45 PM Sanctuary 
Choir 

6:00 PM Lenten Meal 

7:00 PM Lenten Ser-
vice 

22 

7:00 PM AA 

23 24 

7:00 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 

8 AM—3PM 
Women’s Re-

treat 

5:30 PM 
Blended Wor-

ship 

25 

8:00 AM Trad. 
Worship 

9:15 AM Education 
& Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Con-
temp. Worship 

26 27 

9:30 AM News-
letter Assem-

bling 

 

28 

5:00 PM Community 
Choir 

5:45 PM Sanctuary 
Choir 

29 

7:00 PM 
Maundy 

Thursday Wor-
ship 

7:00 PM AA 

30 

7:00 PM Ash 
Wednesday 

Worship 

31 

5:30 PM East-
er Eve Wor-

ship 







Ingredients 

 4 eggs 

 1 1/4 cups vegetable oil 

 2 cups white sugar 

 2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

 2 cups all-purpose flour 

 2 teaspoons baking soda 

 2 teaspoons baking powder 

 1/2 teaspoon salt 
  

 

Directions 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease and flour a 9x13 inch pan. 
2. In a large bowl, beat together eggs, oil, white sugar and 2 teaspoons vanilla. Mix in flour, baking soda, 

baking powder, salt and cinnamon. Stir in carrots. Fold in pecans. Pour into prepared pan. 
3. Bake in the preheated oven for 40 to 50 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted into the center of the 

cake comes out clean. Let cool in pan for 10 minutes, then turn out onto a wire rack and cool com-
pletely. 

4. To Make Frosting: In a medium bowl, combine butter, cream cheese, confectioners' sugar and 1 tea-
spoon vanilla. Beat until the mixture is smooth and creamy. Stir in chopped pecans. Frost the cooled 
cake. 

 2 teaspoons ground cinna-
mon 

 3 cups grated carrots 

 1 cup chopped pecans 

 1/2 cup butter, softened 

 8 ounces cream cheese, sof-
tened 

 4 cups confectioners' sugar 

 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 cup chopped pecans 

Carrot Cake 


