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Letter from Pastor 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
As we enter into the month of March, there is often much to look forward 
to.  The weather begins to warm and thoughts often turn to outdoor 
activities.  Gardeners and flower growers begin their planning and 
sometimes even their planting.  Young people begin to prepare for 
baseball and softball seasons March also puts us into the heart of the 
Lenten season.  With each passing week we march on toward the death 
and resurrection of our Lord and Savior.  We spend quite a bit of time 
focusing on the events leading up to the week of our Lord’s passion 
 
I’ve also been taking some time to do some reflecting. March is my 
seventh anniversary here at Trinity. It’s hard to believe it’s been 8 years. It 
seems like just yesterday that my family and I came here. So much has 
changed during that time.  My kids have grown up so much. Ethan is in 
college. Theo leaves for college in the fall. Trinity has grown and changed 
as well. 
 
One of the things that I’m really excited about is our steps forward with the 
comfort dog ministry. Things are really moving again and it’s good to see 
that excitement build. We even have several community organizations that 
are willing to partner with us and are excited about the dog as well.  Our 
team is shaping up nicely also.  One big need is still a caregiver for the 
dog. I realize that it’s a big commitment, but I can also guarantee it will be 
very rewarding. If you haven’t already, please prayerfully consider 
becoming a caregiver for our comfort dog. 
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Letter from Pastor continued ... 
 
I’m also excited to see people stepping up into new ministry 
opportunities, both in the church and in our community.  I’m really proud 
of the initiative people are taking in developing and carrying out new 
ways to reach.  I’m excited to be offering Everyone His Witness again.  If 
you aren’t familiar with Everyone His Witness, it’s a set of tools to help 
you in your everyday conversations to listen for and take advantage of 
opportunities to talk to people about Jesus.  It’s not a program or set 
script, rather it’s simply a way for you be able to communicate more 
easily about your faith with others. 
 
One area of concern for me is Sunday school. I’ve noticed a marked drop 
in attendance this year. One of things that I love to see is kids learning 
about Jesus.  While I know there are a number of things that compete for 
our children’s attention, it makes make sad that we have dedicated 
volunteers who show up to teach every week with very few students for 
them to teach. If you’re a parent, I’d love to hear from you with ideas 
about what we can do to improve Sunday school and our other children’s 
activities as well. 
 
As we prepare for our Lord’s passion, let us also remember what he has 
called us to do as His children and members of His church. Christ’s 
death set us free to serve Him and others. Consider ways that you can 
serve and making faith, worship, and service a priority. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Heilman 
 
2 Corinthians 8:7 – “But just as you excel in everything-- in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--
see  that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 
 

Preschool News 

The topics this month are sea life and zoo animals. The letters for the month are W, X, Y and Z. 
The numbers this month are 8, 9 and 10. The Bible stories will be about the lost sheep, miracle in 
Jericho, Zacchaeus, Lazarus and Mary and Martha . 
 
Registration for the 2019-2020 school year opens on March 3 for congregation families. Preschool 
open house will be on Sunday, March 17 from 2:00-4:00. Registration opens March 17 for the 
community. There is a $35 registration fee and $10 snack fee due with the registration. Tuition for 
the 3 year old class is $70/month. Tuition for the 4 year old class is $90/month. For more 
information about the preschool call 815-784-2522 or email tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com. 
 
God bless everyone! 
Miss Cam and Miss Laurie 

Pastor’s Contact Info. 

 

Rev. Jeremy Heilman,  

Senior Pastor 

 

717 Hortense Dr. 

Kirkland, IL 60146 

 

H: 815-522-0074 

C: 773-407-2698 

 

jheilman@tlcgenoa.org 

 

Pastor’s phone numbers are 

included in his answering   

machine message. Pastor’s 

extension at Church is “11”. 

mailto:tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com


Genoa-Kingston Food Pantry 
 

    I attended a meeting on January 8 at the 
Faith United Methodist Church, the location 
of the G-K food pantry.  At that meeting, 
leadership of FUMC informed attendees of 
the current fiscal and operational situation of 

the G-K food pantry.     

    The Genoa-Kingston food pantry recently 
enrolled with the Northern Illinois Food Bank 
to purchase food at a significant discount.  
However, after the G-K food pantry partnered 
with the NIFB, leadership saw monetary 
donations decline significantly.  This is 
problematic because the G-K food pantry 
relies on funding to purchase food.  And G-K 
food pantry needs to purchase food with 
funds because local donations of actual food 
items are never enough to adequately stock 

the shelves at the food pantry.   

    The G-K food pantry is a separate entity 
from Faith United Methodist Church.  The G-K 
food pantry has separate finances as well.  
Currently, the G-K food pantry has funding to 
operate for 8-9 months.  In recent years, they 
typically had enough funding to operate for 

18-24 months.   

 To be clear, the Genoa-Kingston food 
pantry needs 3 very important things to 

operate: 

Volunteers, to lead and work, and to show 

compassion to those in need 

Funding, to purchase food items from the 

Northern Illinois Food Bank 

Food item donations, because not all 

foods can be purchased from the NIFB.   

 

   Please consider helping those in need in 
our local community.  You can donate money 
to the G-K food pantry. Or, you can give food 
items to the G-K food pantry by dropping 
donations in the grocery cart found in our 
church hallway.  Or, you can volunteer at the 

G-K food pantry.   

 

In God’s Peace, 

Rick Happ 

Health & Wellness 

When I think about what to give up for Lent, it 
reminds me of my New Year's resolutions.  What 
about you?  That vow to go easy on chocolate---did 
you make it to Ash Wednesday? 
 
This year I made the same resolutions with 
predictable results.  So, looking ahead to Lent, I 
asked myself:  what if I gave up something less 
tangible?    
*  What if I gave up being irritated with the person 
who cut in front of me while I was waiting in line to 
get my coffee? 
*  What if I gave up being annoyed because the 
same person told me the same story for the 10th 
time? 
*  What if I gave up being frustrated because I 
couldn't get my computer to obey my commands on 
the first try?  
In my thinking, these intangible sacrifices are more 
difficult to give up than chocolate. 
 
What if I added something for lent? 
*  Praying for people in my circle of friends while I 
am waiting for something ---a staff person to arrive, 
standing in line, for lunch to be served. 
*  Making  lists of things for which I am thankful.  In 
other words, "Counting my blessings", as the old 
hymn suggests. 
*  Writing notes of appreciation and thanks to 
friends and loved ones. 
*  Looking for the best in someone I have trouble 
getting along with. 
Again, giving up chocolate sounds easier than being 
gracious when I don't feel like it.   
(Written my Melanie Silva in March 24, 2019 Home 
Touch). 
 
Finally, Fulton Sheen expressed similar thoughts, 
"When we die to something, something comes alive 
within us.  When we die to self, charity comes alive; 
if we die to pride, service comes alive; if we die to 
lust, reverence for personality comes alive; if we die 
to anger, love comes alive."  
 
Pray for courage to replace negative thoughts and 
behaviors with more God-pleasing ones and give 
thanks for the results. 
 
Bonnie Koerner 



 Thank you so much for your awesome support of FMSC.                    
 We appreciate you and please know the event would not  
 be possible without loyal supporters like you.  God Bless! 
   - Tim Suter  

From the Musician’s Diary 

 Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, a season of preparation and reflection leading to Easter.  We 

celebrate Holy Communion on Ash Wednesday, and there is a hymn, written by Horatius Bonar, in 1855, 

which is a thoughtful reflection on the sacrament of communion. Bonar used as his scriptural references, pas-

sages from John 6, I Corinthians: 11, and I John 1. This hymn can be sung to many different tunes, but the 

tune which I have chosen to focus on is “Penitentia,” composed by Edward Dearle, published in 1874. 

 “Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face; here would I touch and handle things unseen; Here, grasp 

with firmer hand eternal grace, and all my weariness upon thee lean. 

 This is the hour of banquet and of song; this is the heavenly table spread for me; Here, let me feast, 

and feasting, still prolong, the hallowed hour of fellowship with thee. 

 Mine is the song, but Thine the righteousness; Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; Here 

is my robe, my refuge, and my peace; Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord, my God!  

 I have no help but Thine, nor do I need; Another arm save Thine to lean upon;  It is enough, my Lord, 

enough indeed;  My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone.” 

 This hymn, focusing on the bread and wine from heaven, and not on the temporal things of this earth, 

is a solid message to begin the Lenten season.  In observing Communion, we show our participation in the 

body of Christ.  His life becomes our life, and we remember all that He has done for us in His life, death and 

resurrection. 

Kathy Fane 

Widow’s Knot Group 
A place for widows to get together with others who face a similar new normal.  We meet once a month at Trinity- for 

conversation, reflection, game night, a dinner out.  Our goal is to offer fellowship with others who are walking the 

same path.  For more information, please reach out to Pastor or Vicki at 815-762-1338. 

 
Military News 
We are updating our addresses and are asking for current pictures for those who are on our prayer list.  If 

you have information about those on our prayer list, please send information, pictures to the church office or 

to Vicki at vseisser@yahoo.com.  Also, if you know of someone who can be added to our military prayers, 

please send that along as well.  

 

Driver Disciples 
Trinity is once again offering the human care ministry Driver Disciples.  This ministry consists of volunteers 

who drive church members who don’t have means of making it to the church for services. If you are in need 

of a ride to and from any of our services please contact Brandy or Amanda in the church office at  

815 784 2522.    
 

mailto:vseisser@yahoo.com


Upcoming Events:  
 
 The Genoa Kingston Business Expo:  
 

Saturday March 9
th
 from 10 am- 3pm. Come out and see 

what Genoa has to offer.  Trinity will be there sharing 
with the community about our church!  The Expo is free- 
hope to see you there. 

 

 Menopause the Musical at the Fireside:  

Come join us May 5 for the mid day performance of 
Menopause, a funny musical set to music from the 60's, 
70's and 80's. This is open to everyone. Men can laugh 
along too! We will carpool to the Fireside. Cost will 
determine how many we have going. Sunday mid day 
special is 4 for 3 and would cost about $63. Regular 
price is around $83. Please sign up on the Woven 
bulletin board by March 17. Tickets are going fast!  
There are already a limited number of seats for this 
performance. 

 

 

Woven Women’s Retreat 
 

Take a break from the busyness of life and join Woven 
for their women’s retreat on March 30th from 8:00-3:00.  
We will focus on God’s rest, God’s provision and God’s 
peace.  The cost for the retreat is $15.00 which includes 
breakfast, lunch and your retreat booklet.  Sign-up on 
the Woven bulletin board or call the church office at 
784-2522 to register for the retreat.   

 Woven Summer Outing:  
 

We will again celebrate summer with a trip to 
Lake Geneva on June 25th. Everyone was 
interested in the lunch trip so that is what we 
are doing. Lunch will be fruit, turkey, potato, 
stuffing, cranberry, vegetable, roll, dessert and 
coffee or tea. The trip will last 2 1/4 hours and 
will cost $47-$58 depending on how many 
people sign up. Please check the Woven 
bulletin board in the hallway to sign up. We ask 
that you sign up by May 5 so we can make our 
reservation. If you have any questions talk to 
Nancy Bagsby or call/text her at 815-566-9437. 
Please note that we do a fair amount of walking 
that day.  If you don’t get around well,  there is 
a wheelchair route if you interested.  

Be still and 

know that 

I am God. 
Psalm 46:10  

 Trinity Treasure Sales:  

The date for Trinity’s Treasures has been set for  Saturday April 6th.  This year it 

will be Saturday only.  Set up will be Friday night or Saturday morning. If you 

would like a table ($15)  please call Debbie Horbus at 815-761-6551 or email her 

at mowhappy@frontier.com 



Spring brings training and fundraising for our ministry.   

Faranda’s Banquet Center, DeKalb is partnering with non profits during the Lenten season by sharing 10% of 

sales from their fish fry series.  Fish fry will be March 1 through April 12 at 302 Grove Street in DeKalb.  Serving 

times from 5 to 8 pm.  Page 7 and 8 of this month’s newsletter contains the menu feature and flyer to present when 

having dinner. The flyers will be collected and used to share the 10% across all participating non-profits. Look on 

our bulletin board and in the hall for additional copies of each. We are thankful to Faranda’s for offering us this 

opportunity.  What a great way to share dinner with friends and support the ministry. 
 

Speaking of dinners…We have been blessed to be the recipient of Trinity’s annual Spaghetti Supper on April 13th.  

The Comfort Dog Ministry has invited area Comfort Dog’s and their teams to join us for the supper.  We will have 

an information booth about the ministry and anticipate Tobias, Levi, Charity and Julia Comfort Dogs to join us in 

April at the dinner.  More to come on this! 
 

We are also working on a Community Foundation Grant from the DeKalb County Community Foundation.  These 

grants must be received by March 1st.  This grant requires much information. I hope that we are considered to 

receive funding. 
 

Each month we introduce a team member-  

My name is Laurie Hartwig.  I am semi-retired.  I worked for an Assisted Living Facility for seven years.  Over 

that time I feel I have learned to be a good listener.  I even prayed with some of the residents.  After a few injuries 

that left me unable to do such physical work, God made 'me lie down in green pastures' for some much needed 

rest, a sabbatical.  Someone asked me what I was studying.  I told him I was studying my Bible.  As I 'draw near to 

God,' He has taught me about surrendered availability; to go where He sends me, and to do what He wants me to 

do as I try to live a Spirit led life for Him. That is why I am excited about the Comfort Dog ministry.  Hopefully I 

will be available as needed.  We had two dogs of our own that I trained in obedience school and really enjoyed 

it.  I am a Paw-ma (grandma) to four dogs.  One of which I've worked with as well.  The dogs are good listeners 

too, and love unconditionally, just as God does.  They know when I am not feeling well and they make me feel 

better.  I would love to share that with others with the Comfort Dog, in Jesus name. 

 

This month’s column ends with a request for prayer for Aurora from the recent shooting.  LCC deployed 20 

comfort dogs to bring the Mercy, Compassion, Presence and Proclamation of Jesus Christ to those suffering and in 

need. We know that comfort is needed to help this shocked and devastated community and the first responders 

who serve them. 
 
 

         

        Greetings!  Well – Listen and Ask Training- didn’t happen in January!  The threat of bad weather brought a cancellation.      

        We are trying again at the end of February.  Hopefully the training happens and we can share what we learned in next 

         month’s column. 









March 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

9AM-3PM Every-
one His Witness 

Training 

5:30 PM  

Blended Worship 

 Service 

3 

8:00 AM  

Trad. Worship  

9:15 AM  

Education & Fellow-
ship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemp. Worship  

4 5 

7:00 PM  

Women's 
Bible Study 

6 

4:15 PM Sanctuary Choir 

5:15 PM Confirmation & 
Midweek 

5:15 PM Community Choir 

6:00 PM Lenten Supper 

7:00 PM Ash Wed. Service 

7 

1:30 PM 
Prayer Team 

8:00 PM  

AA Group  

8 9 

9AM-3PM Genoa 
EXPO 

1:00 PM LWML 
Zone 8 Meeting 

5:30 PM  

Blended Worship 

 Service 

10 

8:00 AM  

Trad. Worship  

9:15 AM  

Education & Fellow-
ship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemp. Worship  

2:30 PM Community 
Craft Night  

11 

7:00 PM  

Board of  

Elders 

12 

7:00 PM  

Men’s Bible 
Study 

Women’s 
Bible Study  

13 

4:15 PM Sanctuary Choir 

5:15 PM Confirmation & 
Midweek 

5:15 PM Community Choir 

6:00 PM Lenten Supper 

7:00 PM Lenten Service 

14 

8:00 PM  

AA Group  

15 16 

8:00 AM Women’s 
Breakfast 

5:30 PM  

Blended Worship 

 Service 

17 

8:00 AM  

Trad. Worship  

9:15 AM  

Education & Fellow-
ship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemp. Worship  

2-4:00 PM Preschool 
Open House 

18 

7:00 PM 

Board of  

Administra-
tion  

19 

7:00 PM  

Women's 
Bible Study 

20 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

4:15 PM Sanctuary Choir 

5:15 PM Confirmation & 
Midweek 

5:15 PM Community Choir 

6:00 PM Lenten Supper 

7:00 PM Lenten Service 

21 

1:30 PM La-
dies Aid 
Meeting 

8:00 PM  

AA Group  

22 23 

7:00 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 

5:30 PM  

Blended Worship 

 Service 

24 

8:00 AM  

Trad. Worship  

9:15 AM  

Education & Fellow-
ship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemp. Worship  

25 26 

9:30 AM 
Newsletter 
Assembling 

7:00 PM  

Men’s Bible 
Study 

Women’s 
Bible Study  

27 

4:15 PM Sanctuary Choir 

5:15 PM Confirmation & 
Midweek 

5:15 PM Community Choir 

6:00 PM Lenten Supper 

7:00 PM Lenten Service 

28 

8:00 PM  

AA Group  

29 30 

8AM-3PM Wom-
en’s Retreat 

5:30 PM  

Blended Worship 

 Service 

31 

8:00 AM  

Trad. Worship  

9:15 AM  

Education & Fellow-
ship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemp. Worship  

      



Eric Baenziger 

Matthew Baenziger 

Jeffrey Baker 

Steven Benzinger 

Robert Bohne 

Tyler Bollech 

Derek Cartee 

Maddux Collingbourne 

Hilda Dahlke 

Cora Ann Duval 

Daniel Duval 

Justyn Ferrara 

Michelle Ferrara 

Suzanne German 

Nathanial Harmening 

Matthew Harrolle 

Laurel Hartwig 

Ronald Hattendorf 

Jeremy Heilman 

Dale Herrmann 

Mary Hintzsche 

Rick Hoeft 

Dennis Lee 

Justin Lee 

Nolan Loy 

Timothy Loy 

Jordan Luepkes 

Kaylee Luepkes 

Michelle Mangum 

Heather Nelson 

Brian Peterson 

Eric Rich 

Jack Richardson 

Lindsey Samardzija 

Katie Seisser 

Lauryn Stoffregen 

Jasmine Stout 

Mackenzie Swanson 

Dylan Tetzloff 

Megan Theiner 

Denise Timmermann 

Reese Tomlinson 

Anna VanDerHeyden 

Jillian VanDerHeyden 

Emily Vintika 

Caden Vogt 

Beth Wienke 

Jared Wienke 

Jadon Zientek 
Rachel Hughes 

Kelly James 

Diane Jennings 

Joan Johnson 

Keenan Flint 

Eileen Fode 

Jeffery Fowler 

Betty Fry 

James Justis 

Tim King 

William Kline 

Joline Lattimer 

Jared & Alexandra Alsup 

Ronald & Tammy Anderson 

Robert & Mary A. Bohne 

Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the March issue of the Messenger Newsletter is 
due no later than Wednesday, March 20th. Articles received   
after that will not be included. 

Announcement Bulletin 

Want to add an announcement to the weekly announcement   
bulletin? Submit your article by noon on Wednesdays!  

Women’s Breakfast  

Saturday March 16th at the Genoa Café 8:00 am 

Men’s Breakfast  

Saturday March 23rd at the Kirkland Family Restaurant 7:00 am 

Joseph & Lois Rocha 

Dan & Becky Schmarje 

David & Denise Timmermann 






