
LETTER FROM PASTOR 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
As the month of November begins we can now officially say that autumn 
has arrived as the leaves are falling and the temperatures are getting 
steadily cooler.  Autumn is my favorite time of year and November in 
particular holds a lot of fond memories.  Thanksgiving looms on the 
horizon like a bright beacon and our thoughts frequently turn to that day. 
 
Holidays like Thanksgiving tend to bring our families together. We all 
gather in one place to share a great meal as well as stories about past 
Thanksgivings and friends and family who are gathered with us or who 
have been called home.  It’s a joyful time, one marked by love and 
laughter, food and fellowship. And yet as we gather there is a certain 
sadness as well. 
 
Some of the reason for that sadness is that the people we see gathered 
around our table at Thanksgiving are frequently not gathered around the 
Lord’s Table on Saturday evening or Sunday morning. Unless, of course, 
it’s a special event like Christmas or Easter, or a wedding or funeral. For 
the most part, our children and our grandchildren aren’t showing up at 
church, at least not on any sort of a regular basis.  We wonder why and 
we worry about their relationship with their Savior. 
 
At a recent pastor’s conference we had a great speaker who said 
something that made a lot of sense to me.  He said that we, as 
Lutherans, do a great job of teaching our kids the facts about the faith. 
We are great at teaching them what we believe and why. We baptize 
them and confirm them..and then tell them to wait over there on that 
bench until Jesus comes back.  We don’t do such a great job at teaching 
them how to live that out in their daily lives. 
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Letter from Pastor Continued 
We need to do a much better job with that.  We, myself included, need to 
teach our children how to live out their faith in their everyday lives. We need 
to teach them that we come to church weekly, not because it’s required or 
because “it’s just what we do,” but because it’s where we refuel and 
recharge for things we face out in the world every single day. We need to 
teach them that part of being a Christian is living out their love of God and 
love of their neighbor, every day. We need to remind them what Christian 
love and charity looks like. We need to remind them why being a part of a 
Christian community is so important, and that being a part of being a 
Christian community means more than dropping your kids off for Sunday 
school and coming back to get them after breakfast. And we need to do it 
soon…. 
 
As we approach the joyful time of Thanksgiving, let us joyfully give thanks for 
the many blessings the Lord has bestowed on us; especially the gift of our 
families and our fellow believers in Christ.  Take that joy with you into the 
world and give it away to whomever you can, because in Christ you have an 
endless fountain that will never run dry. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Heilman 
 
Habakkuk 3:18 – “I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my 
Savior.”  

Congregational Meeting 

The December Congregational Meeting will 
be held on Sunday, December 17, 2017 at 
9:30 a.m.  The agenda will be as follows: 

 

1. Welcome 

2. Opening Prayer 

3. 2017 Financial review 

4. Explanation and Approval of 2018     
Proposed Budget 

5. Election of Officers for 2018 

 
Closing Prayer 

Upcoming Celebration and Holiday 

services 

All Saint’s Sunday - November 4th & 5th 

w/communion 

Veteran’s Day - November 11th & 12th  

Thanksgiving Eve - November 22nd 7:00 

pm w/communion 

Christmas Cantata - December 9th & 10th 

Kid’s Christmas Program - December 

16th no communion 

Christmas Eve Services - 9:30 am no 

communion, 5 & 7:00 pm w/communion 

Christmas Day - 9:30 am w/communion 

New Year’s Eve - 8 &10:30 am no 

communion 

Pastor’s Contact 

Info 

 
Rev. Jeremy Heilman, 

Senior Pastor 
 

717 Hortense Dr. 
Kirkland, IL 60146 

 
H: 815-522-0074 
C: 773-407-2698 

 
jheilman@tlcgenoa.org 

 
Pastor’s phone numbers 

are included in his 
answering machine 
message. Pastor’s 

extenstion at Church is 
“11”. 



Health & Wellness 
The following letter is adapted from an article by 
Melanie Silva in November issue of Home Touch 
 
Escondido, located in southern California, is home 
to the Interfaith Community Services center.  Open 
all year, the center provides a variety of services to 
those in need, including housing and job search 
support, counseling and behavioral health and 
recovery.  The nonprofit center is supported by a 
variety of churches in the area. 
 
Thanksgiving is time of year when the center 
shines.  Volunteers of all faiths and ages come to 
provide meals for those in need.  Each guest, 200-
300 last year, was greeted by retired businessman, 
Chuck Herr.  Not only did he serve as a volunteer 
greeter, but for the past three years, he paid for all 
the meals served.  The generous man says, "When 
I go home, I think about what I did, and I count my 
blessings.  I receive a lot more back than I give in 
time and money. 
 
His generosity got me thinking.  While I may not be 
able to feed 300 people, surely there is something I 
can do to make someone else's Thanksgiving 
happy. 
 
I can't feed 300 people, but I can send notes to 
armed forces personnel overseas to thank them for 
their service.  How about sending Thanksgiving 
cards to home bound senior citizens? 
 
I can't feed 300 people, but I can  create 
decorations for a local assisted living / skilled 
nursing facility.  How about sending ideas and 
materials for a Thanksgiving craft to a preschool or 
Sunday school? 
 
I can't feed 300 people, but I can help serve at a 
local food bank.  How about donating to the food 
cart at Trinity or putting together a Thanksgiving 
Basket for a family? 
 
Prayer:  Open my eyes, O God, to the needs of 
those close to me and far away.  Help me to step 
out and serve in gratitude for all that I have been 
given through Christ our Lord,  Amen 
 
Happy Thanksgiving, 
Bonnie Koerner 

From the Musician’s Diary 

 

The hymn “For All the Saints” was introduced 
in local churches’ memorial services during 
World War II. Based on a picture of “a cloud of 
witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1),  [Hymn Notes for 
Church Bulletins] the text of this hymn begins 
with thanksgiving for the saints (the “cloud of 
witnesses”) who confessed Christ and found 
protection and inspiration in Him. It is 
followed by a prayer for Christ’s soldiers on 
earth to be “faithful, true and bold.” A very 
important part of the text is the “blest 
Communion” of saints in heaven and on earth. 
Though the holy warfare may be “fierce and 
strong”, all the saints may take courage from 
the vision of a victorious church that worships 
the triune God on that “more glorious day.” 
 
The author of the text, William Walsham How 
(1823-1897) studied law at Oxford University, 
but later entered the Anglican ministry. He 
was rector at various churches in England. In 
his lifetime he wrote nearly sixty hymn texts, 
but “For All the Saints” was considered his 
finest. 
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
composed the tune, “Sine Nomine”, (without 
name.)  A British composer of the early 20

th
 

century, he served in World War I as a 
stretcher bearer, and afterward became 
professor of composition at the Royal College 
of Music. As a student he had studied piano, 
which, in his own words, he could never play, 
and the violin, which became his musical 
salvation.  Even though he was quite involved 
in church music, he was described by his 
second wife as an atheist, who later drifted 
into a “cheerful agnosticism.”   
 
We partake of Holy Communion together with 
“all the company of heaven,” including all our 
relatives who have departed this earth. All are 
there; all are blessed. Those who have died in 
the faith, and those who now live in this faith, 
we are all blessed. 
[A second source:  hymnary.org] 

 

Peace be to you, 

Kathy Fane 



Trinity's Needs List, Properties, and Budgeting Update 

 

As an update, our #1 ranked Needs List item "Increase Trinity's Budgeted Support of our Preschool" will 
be discussed at our December congregation meeting with a recommendation from the 
Board regarding possible changes to the Preschool budget for 2018. 

Our #2 ranked item "Make Needed Repairs to our Sanctuary Roof" has been recently completed by Tip 
Top Roofing of Sycamore for a cost of $26,468.00.  The entire north side of the sanctuary roof was 
replaced with the maximum recommended 3 inches of insulation being included. 

Our #3 ranked item "Fix Cracks and Reseal Parking Lot" has also been completed this summer by Tuff 
Services of Sycamore for a cost of $7,458.73. 

Other unexpected repairs/improvements that have made include repairs of deteriorated parsonage 
flooring for $2700.00, required installation of hallway fire doors for $12,160, and repairs currently being 
done to our fire panel for an estimated cost of $1,760.00.  

The next 3 ranked items on our Needs List that the Board would like to address in order are: 

#4. Install Heating in the New Wing Bathrooms,  

#5. Complete Final Phase of Sound System Upgrading, and  

#6. Install New Carpeting as needed in the Narthex, Dahlke Hall, Sanctuary, or Other Areas. 

It is also possible that some of the smaller items on our overall Needs List could be taken on and 
funded by any small group of like-minded members. 

Funding of Needs List Items:  Currently, the Board plans on completing future projects as money 
becomes available on a pay-as-you go basis.  With our mortgage payment of $3027.00/month no longer 
in place, we are hoping that member giving can remain at the same level or higher as it has been the 
past few years so that the savings can be put toward accomplishing Needs List improvements.  The 
Board would like to thank all members for your past and future support of our church and its 
programs.  Dave Oleson 

Grab your bag from 

the shopping cart in 

the Narthex and fill 

it up! Please return, 

filled, to Trinity by 

November 19th! 

Thank you for your  

continued support 

of the  

Genoa Kingston 

Food Pantry!! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Families of servicemen and women: Do 
you currently have a relative on our 
military bulletin board? Do you want to 
add someone to our board? Please 
make sure to keep us updated with 
pictures, addresses and locations of your 
loved ones, or let us know if they are no 
longer serving! Have some information 
for us to add/change? Drop it off in the 
Church office. 

 The deadline for the December issue of 
the Messenger Newsletter is 
Wednesday, November 22nd. Please be 
sure to get your articles in to the Church 
office on time so that it will be included in 
this issue. Thank you! 

 Looking ahead: we are changing the 
date of the January 2018 newsletter 
deadline! Due to the Christmas 
schedule, and wanting to give our 
awesome group of volunteers that 
assemble your monthly newsletter some 
time with their families, we will be moving 
the deadline up a week to Wednesday, 
December 13th. Newsletter assembling 
will now be on Tuesday, December 19th. 
Any questions, please contact the 
Church office. 

 Date change! The Children’s Christmas 
Program and Ladies Aid Christmas 
Dinner will now be Saturday, December 
16th! 

 Women’s breakfast will meet at the 
Genoa Café at 8:00 am on Saturday, 
November 18th. 

 Men’s breakfast will meet at the Kirkland 
Family Restaurant on Saturday, 
November 25th at 7:00 am. 

 The Church offices will be closed on 
November 23rd & 24th for Thanksgiving. 
Worship service for Thanksgiving will be 
at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, November 
22nd. 

 Want to host an Advent meal? Look for 
the sign up sheet in the Fellowship hall 
towards the end of the month. 

 Weekly announcements for the bulletin 
are due no later than noon on 
Wednesdays. 

 Want to help out at Trinity, without 
adding another thing to your busy 
schedule? Why not sign up to be an 
usher or run the audio-visual during 
service?! Easy to do, and takes place 
during your usual worship time! Talk to 
an Elder or Amanda in the Church office 
for more information. 

Preschool 
 
The topics this month are turkeys, Pilgrims, Native Americans, Thanksgiving and our sens-
es.  The letters for the month are I, J, K and L. The shapes this month are circle, square, tri-
angle and rectangle.  The Bible stories will be about Jericho, David, Goliath, Daniel and Jo-
nah.   
 
The preschool bake sale at the Wonderful World of Christmas is on Sunday, November 12 
from 10:00-4:00 at the Genoa-Kingston High School. We would appreciate donations of 
baked goods for the sale. Please label what the items are and if they contain nuts or peanut 
butter. Baked goods may be dropped off in the preschool room 8A on Friday, November 10 
from 9:00-11:00 or Saturday, November 11 from 10:00-noon. 
 
The preschool children will sing in the 10:30 church service on November 19. 
 
Have a happy Thanksgiving. 
God bless everyone! 
Miss Cam and Miss Laurie 



Fireside Dinner Theatre Bus Trip:   

The sign up sheet for this trip is in the North hallway along with all the information.  We have held the 
price at $75 per person for adults over 14 even though our costs went up again this year.  This is a 
great trip with no worries for driving or parking, the price includes everything including gratuities. 

The Musical presentation is "Miracle on 34th Street", the performers are professionals and  have 
performed in many major Musicals in the US. You reservation needs to be in no later than Nov. 9, 
2017 along with your payment as I have to turn the count in and make payment on Nov. 10th and 
release unused seats.  We have great seats again on the main floor in the first two rows along the 
stage.  For those of you who have not been there the stage is in the center so there really is not a bad 
seat on the main floor. 

Either sign up on the sheet in the North Hallway or contact the office at 815-784-2522 or Fred 
Goltermann at 815-784-5782. 

Thank You! 
 
Just wanted to say thank you again to 
anyone who helped make blankets or 
donated to the basket ministry.  It is 
greatly appreciated by both the ministry 
and those who have received baskets.  
Please continue to pray. 
 
Thanks, 
Laurie 

Operation Christmas 

Child: 
 

 There is still time to pack a 
shoebox! Information is on the 

table in the hall. Please have your 
boxes or individual items 

purchased to church by November 
12th. A child somewhere will thank 

you for your kindness and the 
good news of Jesus Christ will 

reach them with the shoebox. Such 
an easy way to spread God's word. 

Thank you. 

Fellowship Hour 
Do you come to 10:30 service?  You can still serve Fellowship Hour.  We need other 

families or groups to serve Fellowship.  It seems that the same groups and families 

are serving and some members think that only 8:00 service members do this.  Please 

see the signup sheet in Fellowship Hall to see what you can do.    Thank you.    



November 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

5:15-6:30 PM 

Confirmation & 

Midweek 

5:30 PM Com-

munity Choir 

6:30 PM Sanc-

tuary Choir 

2 

1:30 PM Prayer 

Team 

7:00 PM A.A. 

3 4 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

5 

8:00 AM Tradition-

al Worship 

9:15 AM Education 

& Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 

Worship 

6 7 8 

5:15-6:30 PM 

Confirmation & 

Midweek 

5:30 PM Com-

munity Choir 

6:30 PM Sanc-

tuary Choir 

9 

7:00 PM A.A. 

10 11 

Veteran’s Day 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

12 

8:00 AM Tradition-

al Worship 

9:15 AM Education 

& Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 

Worship 

10-4:00 PM Pre-

school Bake sale @ 

Wonderful World of 

Christmas 

13 

7:00 PM Elder 

Meeting 

14 15 

5:15-6:30 PM 

Confirmation & 

Midweek 

5:30 PM Com-

munity Choir 

6:30 PM Sanc-

tuary Choir 

16 

1:30 PM Ladies 

Aid 

7:00 PM A.A. 

17 18 

8:00 AM 

Women’s 

Breakfast 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

19 

8:00 AM Tradition-

al Worship 

9:15 AM Education 

& Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 

Worship 

20 

7:00 PM BOA 

21 22 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

7:00 PM 

Thanksgiving 

Eve Worship 

23 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

HAPPY 

THANKSGIV-

ING! 

7:00 PM A.A. 

24 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

25 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Breakfast 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

26 

8:00 AM Tradition-

al Worship 

9:15 AM Education 

& Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 

Worship 

27 28 

9:00 AM 

Newsletter  

Assembling 

29 

5:15-6:30 PM 

Confirmation & 

Midweek 

5:30 PM Com-

munity Choir 

6:30 PM Sanc-

tuary Choir 

30 

7:00 PM A.A. 

  



BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Dan Wylde 

Jennifer Hipkins 

Robert Musil 

Michael Santiago 

Devin Stout 

Peggy Skinner 

Tim Tichawa 

Louise Anderson 

Will Franson 

Mackenzie Young 

Wesley Hitzeroth 

Leona Heimsoth 

Bridgette Vintika 

Ali Treadwell 

Sheila Watson 

David Grimm 

Matt Trzynka 

Nicole Vintika 

Joy Buckles 

Chase Prehn 

Scott Suchy 

Delora Hoeft 

Hudson Krull 

Samantha Gahlbeck 

Ernie Nelson 

Jaxon Palmer (Huber) 

Erin Prindiville 

Deanna Schuldt 

Payton Luepkes 

June Marks 

Lois Plote 

Jaxon Blank 

Ryan Collins 

Debra Paulsen 

Teresa Haish 

Charlotte Houtz 

Alexis Hurtado 

Wes Plote 

Cortlyn Tetzloff 

Haley Kohout 

Lynne Schmidt 

Harlan Hawkins 

Sean Moore 

Jack Hurtado 

Carol Sherman 

Colton Leitsch 

Drinda Milinac 

Scott Bottermann 

Hannah Flint 

Zachery Harmening 

McKenzie Tomlinson 

Jim Sabin 

Daniel Berteau 

Elizabeth Stoneking 

Abigail Corbett 

Sue Flury 

Scott & Peggy Werner 

Jeremy & Heather Heilman 

Glenn & Brenda Lucca 

Scott & Jami Windau 

Mike & Debbie Bockstahler 

Steve & Bonnie Fisher 

Stacie & James Hurtado 

Dan & Ashley Lichthardt 

Ryan & Melissa Stoffregen 

Ernest & Pat Grimm 

Richard & Kelly Nelson 

Bill & Trudy Schlieben 





Farmhouse Herbed Stuffing 
Yield: Makes 8 servings—about 9 cups, or enough to fill a 12-pound turkey, with extra for baking 
alongside 

Ingredients 

 8 tablespoons (1 stick) unsalted butter 

 2 medium onions, cut into 1/4-inch dice (about 3 cups) 

 6 stalks celery with leaves, cut into 1/4-inch dice (about 2 1/2 cups) 

 1 (14-ounce) package seasoned bread stuffing cubes 

 1/3 cup fresh parsley, chopped 

 1 teaspoon celery salt 

 1 teaspoon dried sage, crumbled 

 1 teaspoon dried rosemary, crushed 

 1/2 teaspoon dried thyme, crumbled 

 1/4 teaspoon salt 

 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

 1 1/4 cups hot Homemade Turkey Stock or canned turkey stock, plus 1/2 cup more if baking all 
of stuffing outside of turkey 

Preparation 
1. In 12-inch, heavy skillet over moderate heat, heat butter until hot but not smoking. Stir in onion 

and celery, cover, and cook, stirring occasionally, until soft, 15 to 20 minutes. (Vegetables can be 
prepared up to 1 day ahead and refrigerated. Reheat before continuing: In 12-inch, heavy skillet 
over moderately high heat, sauté, stirring often, until heated through, about 5 minutes.) 

2. Transfer to large bowl and add stuffing cubes, parsley, celery salt, sage, rosemary, thyme, salt, 
and pepper. Stir in 1 1/4 cups hot stock. 

3. If using to stuff turkey: Use immediately to fill cavities and spread remainder in baking dish as di-
rected in recipe . 

4. If baking entire recipe as side dish: Preheat oven to 350°F and butter 3-quart casserole or 9- by 
13-inch baking dish. Transfer stuffing to dish and drizzle with 1/2 cup hot stock. Cover with alumi-
num foil and bake until heated through, about 30 minutes. Uncover and bake until top is slightly 
crisp and golden, about 10 minutes longer. Serve immediately. 

 
1. Variations: 
2. Sausage and Sage Stuffing: In large, heavy skillet over moderate heat, sauté 1 pound bulk pork 

sausage, breaking up pieces with spoon, until meat shows no sign of pink, about 10 minutes. Us-
ing slotted spoon, transfer to large bowl. Proceed with recipe, adding ingredients to bowl with 
sausage and substituting 2 tablespoons chopped fresh sage for dried rosemary and sage. 

3. Dried Apricot and Pecan Stuffing: Dried fruit are better than fresh in stuffing because the latter get 
soggy with long baking. Preheat oven to 350°F. Spread 1 1/2 cups (6 ounces) pecans on rimmed 
baking sheet and toast, stirring occasionally, until browned and fragrant, about 10 minutes. Cool 
and coarsely chop. In medium bowl, combine 1 1/2 cups diced dried apricots and hot water to 
cover. Soak until apricots plump, about 30 minutes, then drain well. Proceed with recipe, tossing 
apricots and pecans with other ingredients in large bowl. 

http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/homemade-turkey-stock-240445
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/classic-roast-turkey-with-herbed-stuffing-and-old-fashioned-gravy-240444
http://www.epicurious.com/recipes/food/views/classic-roast-turkey-with-herbed-stuffing-and-old-fashioned-gravy-240444



