
Letter from Vicar 

Why the Reformation still matters! 

“Because if this article [of justification] stands, the church stands; if this 

article collapses, the church collapses.” Martin Luther.  

Lutherans love to debate teachings.  Lutherans call all agree on the 

teaching of justification, to be made just or right before God.   And around 

this time of year, we  have this picture of Martin Luther nailing his ninety-

five theses to the door at Door Castle in Germany.  These statements 

were meant to start a discussion between Luther and the Bishops, 

Cardinals, and Pope in Rome.    Luther found himself excommunicated 

from the church and in exile in his homeland.  Yet this Augustinian monk 

never wavered in his faith once the Holy Spirit enlightened Martin Luther 

as he was reading St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans.   In chapter 3, Martin 

Luther was enlightened and began to understand the following words: 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified 
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
Martin Luther began a movement that changed the world.   Luther 

struggled with the teachings of the Roman Catholic church especially 

when it came to penance and indulgences. Penance is an act of hardship 

or penalty meant as a way to earn favor with God.  Indulgences was a 

payment to the church much like paying for a “get out of jail free” card.   

As hard as Luther tried to merit favor with God through his self-inflicted 

hardships;  he only saw an angry God who could never be pleased with 

his working of penance. Luther hated that God.   It was not until he read 

Romans 3: 23 – 24 that he finally understood that penance could never do 

what it was intended to do.  It could never find favor with God.   
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Letter from Vicar continued 

Luther finally understood that he could never make satisfaction for his sins.   

We all have missed the mark seeking that glory of God.  Now Luther began to 

understand that there is only one person who could make satisfaction for all 

sin.   We are justified, or made right, by Jesus!   The Gospel message restored!  

The Gospel message that we are saved by grace alone!   Grace is receiving 

that unmerited favor that is a gift from God.   Jesus is the one who makes you 

right.  Jesus is the one who paid the price of your sin, your disobedience, and 

your rebellion against God.    

This is the teaching that changed the world, the church and gives us that 

Lutheran understanding  that we are justified by faith alone.  When Luther 

stated that this is the article where the church stands or falls. Justification by 

Jesus removes the doubt of your eternal destiny.  Eternal Life is God’s Gift.   

Justification removes the doubt that you must do something to atone or to 

make amends for your sin.   Jesus already took your sin away.   His 

redemption means that he has purchased you not with gold or silver, but with 

his holy precious innocent blood.   “with his wounds we are healed.” (Is 53:5). 

And all we have to do is say “Thank you”.  This is why we give thanks and 

praise to God every weekend.  We receive his gifts of the forgiveness or sin, 

salvation and eternal life.  

The Reformation still matters today because we need Jesus for “we have all 

sinned”.  Only Jesus, justifies and it is the work of the Holy Spirit who gives you 

faith through hearing the Word and receiving the sacraments.  Jesus gives you 

the promise and removes the doubt of where we stand before God.  Faith gives 

us hope and a confidence that we are children of God who is the God of grace 

and mercy to all who believe.   

It is all done by grace alone, faith alone, scripture alone, Christ alone and to the 

Glory of God alone.   This is why it is so important to hear the Gospel message 

every week to remind us that forgiveness, salvation and eternal life are all 

given to you as a gift.  It sounds simple. The hard part is giving up control to let 

the Holy Spirit make us to be a particular people of God.  This is why the 

Reformation still matters today.   

In the name of Jesus, 

Vicar Bill 

 Contact Info. 
 

Vicar Bill Harder 

C: 312-215-3702 

bharder@ilcp.org 

 

Rev. Marty Marks  

Vacancy Pastor  

(on file) 
 

C: 815-501-3951 

rev@godwithusilc.org 

 

 

Help us deck the halls! 

Come on out Saturday, November 30th at 9:00 AM to help decorate the Church for 

Christmas. Volunteers of all ages welcome! Confirmation students - this is a great 

way to earn some service hours! 



Health & Wellness 
Are you well to do?  A measure of wellness is necessary 
to do things for God and others.  Julie Silver, M,D., in her 
book Super Healing, states a healthy diet contains a 
variety of nutritious foods daily.  Specifically, Dr. Silver 
identifies the following eight habits of healthy eaters. 
 
1.  Consume three meals and two healthy snacks 
daily.  Grazing promotes a consistent blood sugar level 
and energy. 
 
2.  Focus on protein and complex carbohydrates needed 
for energy.  A balanced diet includes 45-65% of calories 
from carbohydrates, 15-20% from protein, and 20-35% 
from "good" fats.  Combine healthy foods from different 
food groups with meals and snacks. 
 
3.  Include five or more servings of fruits and vegetables 
in the daily diet.  These foods (raw, frozen, canned, 
dried, cooked, juiced) contain varying amounts of 
vitamins, minerals, antioxidants, and fiber which promote 
health.  Kudos to Americans who get enough fruits and 
vegetables. 
 
4.  Consult a physician and dietitian for assistance with 
weight management as necessary.  Generally, increasing 
500 calories daily leads to an increase of one pound a 
week and decreasing 500 calories daily results in a loss 
of one pound a week. 
 
5.  A daily multivitamin can promote health.  While a daily 
balanced diet is the optimal way to consume vitamins, 
many people are unable to achieve this goal.  Dr. Silver 
cautions to avoid vitamins that exceed 100% of RDA for 
essential vitamins and minerals. 
 
6.  Drink enough water to produce clear yellow 
urine.  Water promotes circulation, temperature 
regulation, and waste management.  Try a glass with 
every meal and snacks. 
 
7.  Wash fresh produce with clear running water and 
remove outer leaves. 
 
8.  Eliminate nicotine and limit drinking alcohol.  Past 
short term stopping of smoking combined with motivation 
predicts the possibility of long term success at quitting 
the habit.  Alcohol can negatively effect the nervous 
system, immune system and mood.  Binge drinkers and 
chronic drinkers are most at risk for the harmful effects of 
alcohol. 
 
Are you looking forward to a meal with family and friends 
on Thanksgiving?  Let the turkey be stuffed, eat healthy, 
and give thanks. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving, 
Bonnie Koerner 

From the Musician’s Diary 

 “Come, Ye Thankful People Come” is a 
harvest festival hymn, often sung at Thanksgiving 
services.  It was written by Henry Alford, and 
published in his songbook, Psalms and Hymns, 
1844.  Alford, an Anglican pastor in England in the 
1800’s, was a man who endlessly gave thanks to 
God for his blessings. 
 The hymn reflects two of Christ’s parables:  
Matthew 13 (the story of the wheat and tares; vs. 3-
9), and Mark 4 (also vs. 3-9). (The word “tares” is 
defined as a species of ryegrass similar to wheat.)  
Each of the stanzas of the hymn is centered on a 
theme of harvest.  
 This hymn is sung as a song of rejoicing over 
a bountiful harvest; however, it can also be 
interpreted as a hymn intended to cause Christians 
to consider whether they are truly people of God 
(represented by the wheat in Matthew 13) or 
lookalikes (represented by the weeds-also called 
“tares”.)  Other themes reflected in the hymn:  
thanksgiving to God; a brief prayer that God would 
enable those who sing to be true Christian disciples, 
and the theme of the final harvest, in the judgment of 
the world. 
 George Elvey, organist and choir director of 
St. George’s Chapel in Windsor, England, from 1835
-1882, composed the tune, St. George’s Windsor, 
in 1858. He also composed eight other hymns, and 
died in 1893. 
 This hymn is in our LSB, number 892; verses 
3 and 4: 
 “Come, ye thankful people come, raise the 
song of harvest home; All is safely gathered in, ere 
the winter storms begin. God our Maker, doth 
provide for our wants to be supplied; Come to God’s 
own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 
 All the world is God’s own field, fruit unto His 
praise to yield; Wheat and tares together sown, unto 
joy or sorrow grown. First the blade and then the ear, 
then the full corn shall appear; Lord of harvest, grant 
that we, wholesome grain and pure may be.” 
 In this country God has blessed us with a 
beautiful land that grows a variety of abundant crops 
and with precious freedoms that many other 
countries do not have. Thanksgiving is an 
appropriate time to contemplate all the blessings we 
enjoy, including the right to worship at the church of 
our choice. 
  
Have a blessed Thanksgiving!  

Kathy Fane 



Time to sign up!  We are packing on Saturday November 16
th
 at Suter’s on 

Bethany Road from Noon- 2pm.  We have 60 slots available to us!  Please 
check the sign up sheets in the hallway! 
Let’s get all of them filled – this is a great event to have fun together and 
helping out those who have so much less than we do.  Questions, please 

contact Vicki Fogle at 815-762-1338. 
 

Morning of Prayer 
 
Join Woven on Saturday, November 16

th
 for a morning of prayer.  Woven will have 

interactive prayer stations set up that you can visit at your own pace.  You will be able to 
spend time at each station reflecting and praying while you let God work in your heart.  
Feel free to come at any time between 8:30-11:00 and stay as long as you are able. Sign
-up on the Woven bulletin board or talk to Julie Bartels or Nancy Bagsby to let us know 
you are coming. 
Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  
Jeremiah 29:12 

 Let us find joy as we begin the Thanksgiving and Christmas season.  

There is much to celebrate- look around and find the joy- it is out there. 

Sometimes it is hidden in your spouse’s weary shoulders coming in 

from work- waiting to see their family.  It can be hearing from a friend –

or contacting a friend you haven’t talked with in awhile.  It can be hearing a hymn or song at 

church that fills your heart.  It can be a random smile from a stranger.  It can be being asked 

to participate and wanting your opinion on a situation.  As we approach the coming season- 

we will be given many chances at joy—do not be afraid—grab them and see the results!  

What brings you joy? 

JOY  

 Praise Team Music Box Series! 

Get ready—10:30 a.m. service will be asking the kids to join in  

making musical joy in the service!!  We will start on November 3
rd

! 

For many years Trinity’s G.I.F.T. program offered time during the 10:30 a.m. service for the 

smaller children to go to a classroom and have stories and crafts related to the worship ser-

vice.  Midweek classes were also offered during the confirmation hour on Wednesday’s for stu-

dents’ siblings that were younger to attend.   Effective November 3
rd

, these programs have 

been retired.  Thanks to all who over the years participated and helped. 



The topics this month are turkeys, Pilgrims, Native Americans, Thanksgiving and our senses. 

The letters for the month are I, J, K and L. The shapes this month are square, triangle and 

rectangle. The Bible stories will be about Jericho, Elijah, Solomon, David, Goliath, Daniel 

and Jonah. The preschool bake sale at the Wonderful World of Christmas is on Sunday, No-

vember 10 from 10:00-4:00 at the Genoa-Kingston High School. We would appreciate dona-

tions of baked goods for the sale. Please label what the items are and if they contain nuts or 

peanut butter. Baked goods may be dropped off in the preschool room 8A on Friday, Novem-

ber 8 from 9:00-11:00 or Saturday, November 9 from 10:00-noon. 

Have a happy Thanksgiving. 

 

God bless everyone! 

Miss Cam and Miss Stephanie  

 

We will have the church opened up for the Genoa-Kingston Christmas Craft Walk on Thurs-

day, December 5 and Friday, December 6 and Saturday December 7. This will be a fundrais-

er for the preschool. We are looking for crafters to buy a booth space to set up their crafts to 

sell. Crafters will be responsible for staying at their tables all of the days. If you are a crafter 

or know someone who is a crafter contact Cam Durham 815-784-2522 or email  

tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com.  

Preschool News 

Trinity’s Treasures has a new name for the upcoming fall sale… 

 

Trinity’s Holly Jolly Treasures Sale! 

 

It is being held on Saturday, November 23rd from 9 am to 3 pm. If you would like to rent a table, the cost is 
$15. Also, 10% of money you make will be donated to the Church. 

 

We will be serving lunch from 11 am to 2 pm. There will also be baked items for sale. 

In addition to the regular tables, we will be having items for a raffle to help increase the profits for the sale. 

 

You don’t want to miss this one! Not only is it a perfect way to sell items, but also a great day for fellowship, 
music , and holly jolly fun. A fun kick-off to the Advent season. 

 

For a table, call or text  Debbie Horbus at 815-761-6551. or email mowhappy@frontier.com 

mailto:tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com




November 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

5:30 PM  

Blended  

Worship  

3 

8:00 AM  

Trad. Worship  

9:15 AM  

Education &  

Fellowship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemp. 
Worship  

4 5 6 

4:30 PM  

Sanctuary 
Choir 

5:15 PM  

Confirmation  

5:30 PM  

Community 
Choir 

7 

1:30 PM Pray-
er Team 

8:00 PM 

AA Group  

8 9 

5:30 PM  

Blended  

Worship  

10 

8:00 AM  

Trad. Worship  

9:15 AM  

Education &  

Fellowship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemp. 
Worship  

11 

7:00 PM Elder 
Meeting 

12 13 

4:30 PM  

Sanctuary 
Choir 

5:15 PM  

Confirmation  

5:30 PM  

Community 
Choir 

14 

8:00 PM 

AA Group  

15 16 

8:00 AM 
Women’s 
Breakfast 

12-3:00 PM 
FMSC Packing 

Event 

5:30 PM  

Blended  

Worship  

17 

8:00 AM  

Trad. Worship  

9:15 AM  

Education &  

Fellowship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemp. 
Worship  

18 

7:00 PM BOA 

19 20 

NEWSLET-
TER DEAD-

LINE 

4:30 PM  

Sanctuary 
Choir 

5:15 PM  

Confirmation  

5:30 PM  

Community 
Choir 

21 

1:30 PM La-
dies Aid 

8:00 PM 

AA Group  

22 23 

7:00 AM 
Men’s Break-

fast 

9 AM - 3PM 
Holly Jolly 

Treasures Sale 

5:30 PM  

Blended  

Worship  

24 

8:00 AM  

Trad. Worship  

9:15 AM  

Education &  

Fellowship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemp. 
Worship  

25 26 

9:00 AM 
Newsletter As-

sembling 

27 

4:30 PM  

Sanctuary 
Choir 

5:30 PM  

Community 
Choir 

7:00 PM 
Thanksgiving 
Worship Ser-

vice 

28 

Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

8:00 PM 

AA Group  

29 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

30 

9:00 AM 
Christmas 
Decorating 

9:30 AM Can-
tata Rehearsal 

5:30 PM  

Blended  

Worship  







Cranberry Brie Bites 



Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Dan Wylde 

Jennifer Hipkins 

Robert Musil 

Michael Santiago 

Devin Stout 

Peggy Skinner 

Tim Tichawa 

Louise Anderson 

Will Franson 

Mackenzie Young 

Wesley Hitzeroth 

Leona Heimsoth 

Talon Lancaster 

Bridgette Vintika 

Charlotte Bohne 

Ali Treadwell 

Sheila Watson 

David Grimm 

Matt Trzynka 

Nicole Vintika 

Joy Buckles 

Chase Prehn 

Scott Suchy 

Hudson Krull 

Samantha Gahlbeck 

Ernie Nelson 

Jaxon Palmer (Huber) 

Erin Prindiville 

Deanna Schuldt 

Payton Luepkes 

June Marks 

Lois Plote 

Jaxon Blank 

Ryan Collins 

Debra Paulsen 

Teresa Haish 

Alexis Hurtado 

Wes Plote 

Cortlyn Tetzloff 

Haley Kohout 

Lynne Schmidt 

Harlan Hawkins 

Sean Moore 

Jack Hurtado 

Carol Sherman 

Colton Leitsch 

Drinda Milinac 

Scott Bottermann 

Hannah Flint 

Zachery Harmening 

McKenzie Tomlinson 

Jim Sabin 

Daniel Berteau 

Elizabeth Stoneking 

Sue Flury 

Scott & Peggy Werner 

Scott & Jami Windau 

Steve & Bonnie Fisher 

Stacie & James Hurtado 

Dan & Ashley Lichthardt 

Ryan & Melissa Stoffregen 

Ernest & Pat Grimm 

Bill & Trudy Schlieben 


