
Letter from Pastor 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
As the air starts to cool off and the leaves begin to turn colors, 
October 31

st
 begins to loom large on the calendar.  Already yards are 

beginning to fill with pumpkins and corn stalks, ghosts and goblins.  
Stores are full of parents grabbing up candy and costumes as they 
prepare for another year’s Halloween frenzy.  This is one of the 
busiest nights of the year for parents and children.  So busy, in fact, 
that a couple of other important facts about October 31

st
 get lost in the 

shuffle. 
 
Besides the secular holiday of Halloween, October 31

st
 is also the 

church holiday, All Hallows Eve.  This holiday is like a Memorial Day 
for the church.  It is the day when we take time to remember all the 
Christians who died in the faith.  It is the day we thank God for the 
martyrs from the early church who gave their lives in defense of the 
church and of the Christian faith.  It also serves as a reminder that 
there are still men and women who regularly die for professing the 
faith; a reminder not to take the freedom we have for granted. 
 
As Lutherans, October 31

st
 has additional significance as we 

celebrate the 500
th
 anniversary of Reformation Day.  On October 31, 

1517, Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses one the door of the castle 
church in Wittenberg and thus began the Reformation that gave birth 
to the Lutheran Church.  It would take many more years for the church 
to be established and defined, but this is the event that started it all. 
Part of our celebration this year includes a special circuit Reformation 
service to be held at St. John in Sycamore at 2pm on October 15

th
. 

Dr. John Nordling from Concordia Theological Seminary will be our 
guest speaker. 
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Letter from Pastor Continued 
As we celebrate Reformation Day, we not only celebrate 
our heritage, but also give thanks to God for the results of 
the Reformation.  We thank God that the pure Gospel is 
being preached and that He has continued to raise up men 
to carry out this work.  We thank our Heavenly Father that 
we are being taught that He forgives our sins by grace 
through faith on account of His Son’s suffering and death 
on our behalf and that this is being taught without 
compromise.   
 
As Reformation Day approaches, I pray that God will 
continue to bless His church and allow it to continue to 
carry forward this pure Gospel and uncompromising 
doctrine.  It is my prayer also that each of us remembers 
this day and remembers to thank God for it. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Heilman 
 
“I have the comfortable certainty that I please God, not by 
reason of the merit of my works, but by reason of His 
merciful favor promised me.” – Martin Luther 

Everyone His Witness Update 
 

Hello all!  I wanted to update those who had 
attended the EOHM workshop this summer.  
You may be wondering about the web access 
or web portal to view different EOHW 
modules, as discussed at the seminar.  I 
contacted the ministry to inquire, and the 
launch for this service has been delayed.  The 
ministry is looking to make this web access 
available in January.  I will keep you informed. 

–Rick  

October is Pastor 

Appreciation Month!! 

Appreciation Day is 

October 8th! 

Make sure you tell or show 

Pastor Heilman just how 

much you appreciate him! 

Pastor’s Contact 

Information 

 

Rev. Jeremy Heilman, 

Senior Pastor 

 

717 Hortense Dr. 

Kirkland, IL 60146 

 

H: 815-522-0074 

C: 773-407-2698 

 

jheilman@tlcgenoa.org 

 

Pastor’s phone numbers 

are included in his 

answering machine 

message. Pastor’s 

extension at Church is 

“11”. 

The topics for this month are dinosaurs, firefighters, farm and pumpkins. The letters 
this month are D, E, F, G and H. This month the colors are orange, purple, brown 
and black. The shape for the month is circle. The Bible stories will be about Jacob, 
Esau, Joseph, Moses, the Red sea, and the ten commandments. 
God bless everyone! 
Miss Cam and Miss Laurie 

Preschool 



From the Musician’s Diary 

The hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” has 

been called “the greatest hymn of the greatest man of 

the greatest period of German history.”  It will be sung 

as an anthem by the Combined Choir at the 

Reformation service (celebrating the 500th anniversary 

of the Reformation), on October 15, at St. John 

Lutheran Church in Sycamore. 

The words and music were written by Martin 

Luther (1483-1546), and translated from German to 

English by Frederic H. Hedge in 1853.  Hedge (1805-

1890) was educated in Germany and at Harvard 

University, and was appointed professor of religion at 

Cambridge (in the U.S.) and of German literature at 

Harvard Univ.  

A Roman Catholic monk, Luther believed that 

the Church of Rome was corrupt, and posted his 95 

theses at the church at Wittenberg in 1517. He broke 

with Rome in 1521 and refused to retract his writings. 

After that, he was recognized as the leader of the 

German Reformation.  In addition to skills as a writer, 

translator and preacher, he was an amateur musician. 

Carlton Young (hymnal editor) summarized that “Luther 

wrote several original hymns and melodies and 

encouraged the composition of new texts and rhythmic 

hymn melodies.” 

Luther’s German version of this hymn is a 

paraphrase of Psalm 46, which begins with, “God is our 

refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 

Often called “the true National Hymn of Germany,” it 

spread rapidly and was sung on the battlefield during 

the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648.)   Luther has been 

called a promoter and composer of music from the 

people and for the people. 

A note about the text of this hymn:  Professor 

Hedge’s translation states “on earth is not his equal.” 

The pronoun “his” refers to the Devil---“our ancient foe,” 

and not to Christ.  

This hymn was sung at the funeral of President 

Dwight Eisenhower at the National Cathedral in 

Washington, D.C., March, 1969. 

We hope you will attend the Reformation service 

October 15 (Sunday afternoon), at St. John Lutheran 

Church, 26555 Brickville Rd., Sycamore. 

Blessings, 
Kathy Fane 

Operation Christmas Child:  
 
It is time to pack a shoebox! First decide if 
you want to pack a box for a boy or girl and 
an age group. There are labels on the 
Welcome Center. Then find a shoe box (a 
plastic one is fine), put your label on top 
and then start packing. Include a “wow” 
toy such as a doll or stuffed animal. Then 
fill the rest with things like pencils, 
crayons, paper, coloring book, toothbrush, 
soap (put in a plastic bag), washcloth, 
small toys (games, small ball, slinkey, etc.) 
socks or a small garment like a t-shirt. ALL 
ITEMS MUST BE NEW. NO liquid, food 
items, and war related items (squirt guns 
are ok as long as they don’t look like a 
gun). Play dough is ok but keep in mind 
that a child might think it is something to 
eat. After you have filled up your box, pray 
for the child who will receive it. You can 
include a picture and a note if you like. 
Please include a $7 donation to help with 
shipping costs. If you want to follow the 
destination of your box you can give to 
Follow Your Box online. If you would like 
more information, go to 
samaritanpurse.org/occ. 
 
 PLEASE NOTE: If you would like to 
participate in this project but are not able 
to pack an entire shoebox, please consider 
getting an item or two that could go in a 
box. We will be putting together more 
shoeboxes as we have items come in. 
There is a box in the hallway for these 
items.  
 Please bring your filled shoeboxes, or 
items, to church starting November 5. If 
you do not get your shoebox to church that 
week you will need to take it to a collection 
point yourself. Also watch the bulletin for a 
collection/packing party. 
 
 HAVE FUN! It is fun to see what you can 
get in a shoebox. The children receiving 
them most likely have never gotten a gift 
before so they will be excited with 
whatever is in it. Samaritan Purse will place 
a Bible study course inside each box in the 
language where the box is going so the 
children can learn about Jesus and what 
he has done for them. 



Health & Wellness 

Be Ready In Season and Out Of Season is the theme of LWML Sunday on October 1st.    2017 
marks two significant anniversaries:  the 500th anniversary of Luther's posting of the 95 Theses and 
the 75th anniversary of the Lutheran Women's Missionary League,   At times. confessing our faith 
today has not gotten any easier than when these two events occurred.  Yet, God is faithful and has 
promised that His church will survive the temptations of the devil and a sinful world.   
 
In 1517, Pope Leo X proclaimed an indulgence (money given for forgiveness} was needed to rebuild 
St Peter's Cathedral.  In response, Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses to the Castle door in 
Wittenburg.  Luther proclaimed the message of salvation by Grace Alone, through Faith Alone, 
because of Christ Alone, revealed in Scripture Alone.   
 
Since 1942, The LWML has carried out the mission to assist each woman of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her 
gifts in ministry to people of the world.  In addition to service activities, members of LWML fund 
mission grants with funds collected in Mite Boxes as a thank you offering to God and with a prayer 
for world wide missions,  Contributions collected by local societies, zone, and district events are sent 
to the district treasurer.  75% of collections is given to the district mission goal and the remaining 
25% is sent to the national mission goal.  The Northern Illinois District goal for mission grants from 
2016 to 2018 is $178,500.   The national LWML goal for mission grants for 2017-2019 is 2,075,000. 
 
LWML members of Trinity Society will celebrate LWML Sunday on October 1st by hosting a 
Continental Breakfast and Free Will Garage Sale between services.  Thank you in advance for this 
once a year opportunity to contribute to our MITE box. 
 
Be Ready In Season and Out Of Season to faithfully and boldly confess  the message of salvation by 
GRACE, FAITH, CHRIST, and SCRIPTURE ALONE.   
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Bonnie Koerner 

Calling all singers!  We need more voices in our Sanctuary Choir, 

particularly sopranos, altos, tenors and basses!  If you’ve been thinking 

about joining the choir, consider this your special invitation.  If you’re 

unsure about which part you would sing, just come to a rehearsal and 

we’ll help guide you into that choice. (There are no auditions.)  It truly is 

a wonderful Christian fellowship, and an important ministry to our 

church. We hear your strong voices when we’re singing hymns, and 

keep thinking, they would be good for our choir! We practice every 

Wednesday evening at 5:30 (the Community Choir), followed by our 

Sanctuary Choir at 6:30. Try joining us, you’ll be glad you did! 

Kathy Fane and the Sanctuary Choir 



Thank You!! 
 

Cam Durham…….. From all of us at Trinity-
THANK YOU for what you do for us! This is 
the first volunteer recognition column saying 
thank you to a volunteer.  What does Cam 
do for our Trinity Community?  My guess 
that after you read this, you will say- hey- 
you forgot something!   

 Cam is our Preschool Director and 
teaches the little ones that come to 
Preschool- both social skills and how 
Jesus loves them. Managing the 
preschool includes teaching the children, 
all the DCFS regulations, setting up 
registration, working fundraisers, children 
singing in church, a booth at Wonderful 
World of Christmas spotlighting the 
preschool, 5K at Walcamp and much 
more. Cam deserves a raise for all she 
does! 

  Cam also is the “unofficial” Sunday 
School Superintendent – she orders 
materials, helps find teachers, handles 
registrations and offerings, subs for 
teachers to start the list. 

 Cam worked on the VBS team this 
summer to bring another successful year 
of VBS to our kids and community. She 
also coordinates the VBS pool party, 
registration and t shirt orders. 

 Cam takes care of our new babies on the 
Cradle Roll. 
The balloons at Rally Day – Cam are the 

coordinator behind the scenes for 
successful launches. 

 She is a part of the Family ministry 
working events such as the Trunk or 
Treat at Halloween. 

 Cam can be found in the kitchen at our 
youth church suppers and spaghetti 
supper,  helping serve, washing dishes, 
cooking – whatever is needed! 

Cam, we appreciate you and all you bring to 
us! Thank You! 

Rally Day / Church Picnic 2017 
 
 
Rally Day and our annual Church Picnic was a 
wonderful event! First, the services, then the 
children all were starting this year’s Sunday 
school classes! And the Balloon Launch! All 
those beautiful colored balloons climbing into 
a perfectly blue sky! I overheard one of our 
church lady’s comment, “The beauty of this is 
like watching souls rushing up to Heaven.” I 
couldn’t have agreed more. And next we held 
another celebration, the burning of “Ye Ole 
Church Mortgage”! After some heartfelt 
comments from both Pastor Schmidt and 
Pastor Heilman, everyone who wanted was 
given a copy of the Mortgage to “throw into 
the fire.” Very satisfying indeed! 
 
There was then the Bouncy House for the 
kids, music for the adults and of course the 
Picnic. All the dishes of potato salad, au gratin 
potatoes, beans, pasta, vegetables, fruit 
salads, watermelon, puddings and Jell-O’s. 
And the chicken! Probably the best grilled 
chicken I’ve ever eaten! After lunch, more 
Bouncy House, music and ice cream. It was all 
very enjoyable and relaxing. 
 
But let’s not forget the Pie Contest. We had 
not 2, not 3, but 11 scrumptious entries for the 
judges to sample, ponder over and sample 
again. When all the pies had been tasted, the 
final decision came down to Amanda Scott 
and her own version of the Caribbean Truffle 
Pie. Congratulations Amanda! 
 
Later, after a grueling Bags Tournament, the 
finalists were decided. In 3

rd
 place were Bill 

and Carol Sherman. The 2
nd

 place winners 
were Rob and Todd Durham. And in 1

st
 place, 

Jadon Zientek and Nikos Boulahanis. Our 
Closest to the Pin winner was Jadon Zientek 
for the second year in a row at an amazing 6”. 
 
Big congratulations to all of our contestants! 
And if you didn’t get a chance to join us this 
year for all the fun, food and fellowship, we’ll 
be back again next year, same time same 
place! See everyone then! 



Mark your calendars!  Trinity is hosting Trunk or Treat on Friday October 27
th
! 

We are looking for folks to come out and open their Trunks for our trick or treaters!  

Decorate the Trunks in Halloween style (not too scary as we will have little ones) 

Parking lot set up for trunks begins at 6 pm 

Trick or treating will begin at 6:30 pm – Parents- bring your kids in costume(of course!) 

and enjoy an evening of trick or treating. Games and other activities will be in the 

fellowship hall. 

Young and Old- There will be a light supper for purchase of chili, hot dogs, fritos, hot 

chocolate and cider– Proceeds from supper will be given to Trinity Pre-school. 

There will be a sign up sheet in the hallway for trunks!  The more the merrier! 

Questions, please check with Cam Durham, Melissa Marberry or Nancy Bagsby. 

SAVE THE DATE  

Your congregational Thrivent Reps are again organizing a trip to the Fireside Dinner 

Theatre for their annual Christmas program. 

The date is Sunday, December 10, 2017.  We are again chartering a 55 passenger Van 

Galder Bus and will leave Trinity at 1 pm sharp. 

The program this year Miracle on 34th Street.  The cost this year will be $80 per person 

for adults and $56 for young adults up to 14 years old. 

The sign up sheets will be out by the 1st of October.  



October 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

LWML Sunday 

8:00 AM Traditional 

Worship 

9:15 AM Education & 

Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 

Worship 

2 3 

7:00 PM Refor-

mation Bible 

Study 

4 

5:15-6:30 PM Confir-

mation & Midweek 

5:30 PM Community 

Choir 

6:30 PM Sanctuary 

Choir 

5 

1:30 PM Pray-

er Team 

7:00 PM A.A. 

6 7 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

8 

Pastor Appreciation 

Day 

8:00 AM Traditional 

Worship 

9:15 AM Education & 

Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 

Worship 

3:00 PM Reformation 

Celebration Service @ 

St. John’s 

9 

7:00 PM Elder 

Meeting 

10 

7:00 PM Refor-

mation Bible 

Study 

11 

5:15-6:30 PM Confir-

mation & Midweek 

5:30 PM Community 

Choir 

6:30 PM Sanctuary 

Choir 

12 

7:00 PM A.A. 

13 14 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

15 

8:00 AM Traditional 

Worship 

9:15 AM Education & 

Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 

Worship 

11:30 PM Ladies Fall 

Luncheon 

16 

7:00 PM BOA 

17 

7:00 PM Refor-

mation Bible 

Study 

18 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

5:15-6:30 PM Confir-

mation & Midweek 

5:30 PM Community 

Choir 

6:30 PM Sanctuary 

Choir 

19 

GK Preschool 

Screening 

1:30 PM La-

dies Aid 

7:00 PM A.A. 

20 

GK Preschool 

Screening 

21 

8:00 AM 

Women’s 

Breafkast 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

22 

8:00 AM Traditional 

Worship 

9:15 AM Education & 

Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 

Worship 

23 24 

9:00 AM News-

letter Assem-

bling 

25 

5:15-6:30 PM Confir-

mation & Midweek 

5:30 PM Community 

Choir 

6:30 PM Sanctuary 

Choir 

26 

7:00 PM A.A. 

27 

6:30 PM 

Trunk-or-treat 

28 

7:00 AM Men’s 

Breakfast 

5:30 PM 

Blended Wor-

ship 

29 

8:00 AM Traditional 

Worship 

9:15 AM Education & 

Fellowship Hour 

10:30 AM Contemp. 

Worship 

30 31     



ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

Rob Durham 

Mike Ross 

Jami Windau 

Julie Bartels 

Edward Wille 

Bailey Bottermann 

Mark Hartwig 

Marianne Johnson 

Kenna Kuschel 

Vicki Seisser 

Alison Kramer 

Emily Doran 

Ava Smith 

Robert Treadwell 

Kyle Wille 

Elroy Wylde 

Matthew Collingbourne 

Jennifer Stoddard 

Brenda Lucca 

Judy Richey 

Michelle Vinnes 

Joe Brynteson 

Shawn Nelson 

Grant Tetzloff 

Margaret Burrows 

Brayden Robinette 

Dee Wille 

John Richardson 

Courtney Seisser 

Scott Bohne 

Betty Hawkins 

Gigi Collingbourne 

Kailey Kline 

David Oleson 

Theresa Seisser 

Jackson Pacey 

Maddie Kowitzke 

Pat Kuta 

Ethan Lawrence 

Jeremiah Prudlick 

Austin Rausch 

Zachary Guptail 

Angela Lampard 

Michael Schmidt 

Liz Anderson 

Braxton Holden 

Tyeler L’Huillier 

Alice Paulson 

Logan Rakow 

Katrina Slavenas 

Faye Anderson 

Ina Koehler 

Brigitte Kramer 

Rylie Stoffregen 

Kathy Prindiville 

Barb Ehrlich 

Cindy McNamara 

Keith Marshall 

Jerry & Ami Busse 

Joline & Seth Oates 

Robert & Kathleen Faith 

Robert & Donna Treadwell 

Daniel & Brandi Beisner 

Rick & Gigi Collingbourne 

Larry & Debbie Griebenow 

Tami & Adam Robinette 

Brett & Valerie Amen 

Paul & Cynthia Alsup 

Matthew & Wendy Bychinski 

Randy & Diane Jennings 

Ronald & Karen Beaulieu 

Paul & Tracy Leitsch 

Glenn & Nancy Bagsby 

Deno & Brigitte Kramer 

Mark & Alice Pahnke 

Daniel & Amanda Scott 





Caribbean Truffle Pie 
 
Crust         Streusel Topping 
1 Pie Crust        1/4 Cup all-purpose flour 
2 tablespoons sweetened, shredded coconut   1/4 Cup sugar 
         1 tablespoon butter 
Filling        1/4 cup sweetened, shredded coconut 
1 (2.9 oz) package lemon pudding and pie filling (not instant) 
1/2 cup sugar 
3 tablespoons fresh lime juice     Topping 
2 egg yolks        1/2 cup heavy whipping cream 
2 cups water        2 teaspoons powdered sugar 
1 teaspoon lime zest 
1 cup white chocolate chips 
1 (8 oz) package cream cheese, at room temperature 
6 tablespoons sour cream 
 
 
Instructions 
 

 Preheat the oven to 450 degrees. Roll the pie crust out and press into a 9-inch pie dish. Sprin-
kle the coconut over the bottom of the dish and gently press into the dough. Prick with crust 
generously with a fork. Bake the crust until golden brown, 9-11 minutes. Remove from the oven 
to cool. Reduce the oven heat to 425. 

 In a small bowl, combine the flour and sugar for the topping. Cut the butter into the mixture with 
a fork or a pastry cutter until the mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Stir in the coconut. Spread 
the mixture out onto a baking sheet. Bake until light golden brown, stirring every minute, for 4 
to 8 minutes. 

 In a medium saucepan, combine the pudding mix, sugar, lime juice, and egg yolks. Whisk to-
gether to combine. Whisk in the water. Place the mixture over medium heat and cook until it 
comes to a boil, stirring constantly. Remove from the heat and add the lime zest.  

 In a small bowl, pour 1/2 cup of the pudding mixture over the white chocolate chips. Stir the 
mixtures until the white chocolate chips have melted. 

 In another bowl, beat the cream cheese until light and fluffy. Add the white chocolate chip mix-
ture and beat until smooth. Spread the mixture into the bottom of the pie crust.  

 Stir the sour cream into the remaining pudding mixture. Spread the mixture over the cream 
cheese layer. Cover with apiece of plastic wrap and refrigerate at least 2 hours, up to over-
night. 

 When ready to serve, place the cream in a small bowl and beat until it starts to thicken. Add the 
powdered sugar, then continue to beat until stiff peaks form. Pipe the whipped cream around 
the edge of the pie. Pile the reserved streusel in the middle. Garnish with lime slices, if desired.  








