
Letter from Pastor Balgeman 
It has always impressed me how much influence the head of a 

household has on the other members of the family.  Years ago (and this 
not also shows my age but also my taste in music), a popular song 
entitled “Skip a Rope,” lamented what parents were teaching their 
children.  Among the unfortunate lessons of life they were learning 
included cheating on taxes, disregard for the golden rule, and gossip.  The 
haunting refrain asked, “Ain’t it kinda funny what the children learn?”  At 
the end of the song, they draw the conclusion, “It ain’t very funny what the 
children learn!”   

 As Christians, we often forget the importance of the lessons of life 
that we teach our children through the example we provide day by day.  
When we send our children to Sunday School and church and remain at 
home, we tell them that church is just for children.  When we help them 
with confirmation work or learning a Bible story for Sunday School, but 
never open the Bible ourselves, we teach them that adults don’t need that 
stuff.  When we show up for church only on Easter and Christmas, our 
example tells them that the church is there only for those special 
occasions or needs in our life.   

 The book of Acts stresses the important and influence that the 
head of the household has in the family.  For example, we have the story 
of Lydia.  We read, “The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what 
was said by Paul.   And…she was baptized, and her household as well.”  
The story is repeated for Crispus.  “Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, 
believed in the Lord, together with his entire household.”  Paul makes note 
in an epistle that he “baptized the household of Stephanas.”   

 For those who demonstrate and show their faith in their life through 
their participation in worship, in Bible study, and in daily living, that faith is 
more easily passed on to their children.  We must lead our families, our 
children through our example of devotion and conduct.   
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Letter from Pastor continued 
 September 1st is my last Sunday as vacancy pastor.  As you are aware, all 
summer I have been encouraging you to come to Bible class to study God’s Word 
and grow in your faith.  And I do so again!  Rally Day, September 8

th
, kicks off 

another year of Sunday School, Bible Class, confirmation class and Christian 
education in general.   

It is not enough to just listen to a sermon on Sunday morning.  It is not 
enough to just read the Bible alone at home.  It is not enough to just have the 
devotions found in Portals of Prayer.  An important part of Bible Class is 
fellowship, discussion and interaction with others.   

Sunday School is not just for kids.  Make every effort to attend with your 
children, or grandchildren, or friends.  “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32)    

God bless You as you continue in His Word!  

Call Committee Process Update 
The Call Committee met with NID President Allan Buss on Monday, August 12th and discussed the call 
process as well as some of the skills and qualities we hope that our new pastor will possess.  This 
discussion was very helpful for committee members.  Pastor Buss reminded us that God has already 
chosen who our new pastor will be and that it is our congregations' job to figure out who that person is.   
As a reminder, Trinity members may nominate a pastor to be added to our Call List by completing the 
Pastor Nomination Form found in the church narthex which will also be published in the September 
Newsletter (see page 3).  The deadline to have these completed forms returned to either Bill Schlieben or 
Dave Oleson is Sunday, September 8th.   
 
The names will then be forwarded to Pastor Buss who will consider their eligibility.  Pastor Buss will then 
create a Call List of pastors for our church to consider and forward it to us.  A special congregation meeting 
will then be held, date TBA, during which names of all pastors will be released.  Those names will also be 
made public during services the following two weeks. A second special congregation meeting will then be 
held, date TBA, in which information on each candidate will be distributed and discussed.  Voting will then 
take place until the list has been reduced down to the top 3 candidates. The Call Committee will then 
interview those 3 candidates. A third special congregation meeting will then be held, date TBA, where the 
committee will present a report regarding each of the 3 final candidates and answer questions.  A vote(s) 
will then be taken until 1 candidate has garnered 50% or more of the votes. A Call will then be extended to 
that candidate. 

Pastor’s Contact Info. 

 

Rev. Donald Balgeman  

Vacancy Pastor 

 

H: 630-549-6380 

C: 815-621-7223 

 

balgeman@isp.com 

pastor@tlcgenoa.org 

 

Pastor’s extension at 

Church is “11”. 

September- School is in session- Confirmation begins- Sunday school begins. 
The farmers in our pews begin to think of harvest.  We on the Comfort Dog Ministry Team along with all 
those who worship at Trinity look forward to a new Pastor being called to lead us in our faith journey.  We 
will be meeting this month or early October – are you interested in joining the ministry?  I know it is hard 
to imagine a golden roaming our halls bringing comfort and joy during service, confirmation and               
community events. Our ministry is still in waiting – we will one day soon be a ministry with the paws and 
feet to the ground.  Have questions, please reach out to Vicki Seisser Fogle. 
 

‘Fear thou not; for I am with thee; be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 

yea: I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.  Isaiah 41:10 

 

mailto:balgeman@isp.com




Health & Wellness 
Concerned about relationships?  How about 
the one between people and the 
environment?  Sustainability of life depends on 
a balance between creation and consumption 
of natural resources.  This Letter focuses on 
behaviors to foster sustainable life and faith. 
 
Americans living in the 1950's (some still attend 
Trinity) were conservationists.  Women washed 
clothes in tubs and hung them outside on lines 
and inside on racks to dry.  Instead of harmful 
chemicals, vinegar and water were used to 
wash windows, and baking soda  kept the 
refrigerator fresh.  Aluminum foil was used, 
washed and reused.  Leftover boards and 
cement blocks were repurposed into book 
shelves.  Food waste was recycled into 
compost or given to animals.  Water for 
drinking came out of the tap by holding your 
mouth sideways on it or putting it into a 
glass.  While the lifestyle was labor intensive 
and appropriate for stay-at-home families, 
today the five behaviors of recycle, reduce, 
refuse, repurpose, and reuse can promote 
sustainability of life on earth. 
 
Timothy Merrill and Bob Kaylor in an August 
Home Touch Letter use a metaphor between 
sustainable fashion and faith, writing, "What's 
hanging in our spiritual closets?  The Bible 
says in Paul's letter to the Colossians, As 
God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience (v.12).  And 
to this wardrobe, we should add love, which 
binds everything together in perfect harmony (v 
14).  
 
Love is the characteristic that completes the 
ensemble and marks us as belonging to brand 
Jesus.  It's the article of of spiritual clothing that 
becomes more broken in and comfortable with 
extended, everyday use.  It never wears out 
and it never goes out of style.  We've been 
given the perfect pattern of love in Jesus 
Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us." 
 
Behaviors that promote sustainability of life and 
faith are necessary today and eternally. 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Bonnie Koerner 

Join the Choir  
We invite anyone in the congregation who loves 

to sing, to join us as we begin Sanctuary Choir 

rehearsals for another choir year.  First practice 

will be  Wednesday, August 28th, at 4:30 p.m. 

We sing a variety of traditional and blended 

sacred music for Sunday morning 8:00 a.m. 

services, twice a month, and a few extra 

services, especially during Advent and Lenten 

seasons. Please consider joining us!  You don’t 

need to be able to read music to sing with us.  

 

We also invite you to join the Community Choir 

for its first rehearsal on Wednesday, September 

11, at 5:30 p.m., when we’ll begin our 

preparation for the Christmas cantata.  This is 

ideal for those who might not want to commit to 

a whole nine-month choir season. We have 

members of all church affiliations in the wider 

Genoa community.   Please consider joining us! 

(there are no auditions.) We hope to see you at 

one or both rehearsals  

 --- Kathy Fane and the Sanctuary Choir 

 

Staffing the Nursery  

We are looking for volunteers to run the Nursery 
during Choir Rehearsals so that those with small 
children may be able to join our Choir.   
If interested please contact the church office.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Trinity’s Treasures  

Trinity’s Holly Jolly Treasurer’s is happening November 
23rd from 9 am to 3 pm.  If you’d like to reserve a table 
please contact Debbie Horbus at (815) 761-6551 

 

Calling all Crafters:  

We will have the church opened up for the Genoa-
Kingston Christmas Craft Walk on Thursday, December 5 
and Friday, December 6 and Saturday, December 7. This 
will be a fundraiser for the preschool. We are looking for 
crafters to buy a booth space to set up their crafts to sell. 
Crafters will be responsible for staying at their table each 
day. If you are a crafter or know someone who is a crafter 
contact Cam Durham 815-784-2522 ex. 15 or email 
tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com.  

 
 
 

Walk at Walcamp  

The annual Walk for Seniors, an activity to support 
Christian Senior Ministry, will be on Sunday, September 
29th at 1:30.  Non-walkers can play Bingo at the open air 
shelter on the north side of Walcamp.  Snacks, water, 
iced tea, and lemonade will be provided.   All donations 
accepted on the day of the race are given in gratitude for 
the clergy, residence staff, musicians, and volunteers 
who come together weekly to provide Christian scripture, 
music, messages, prayer, and fellowship to about 300 
persons living in 15 senior residences in 6 local 
communities.  Sign-up sheets are in the hall.   

Preschool News 
The new school year will start September 3. The topics for the month are 
school, apples and fall. The letters for the month are A, B and C. Colors 
this month are yellow, red, blue and green. The Bible stories will be about 
creation, Adam and Eve, Noah's ark, Abraham, Isaac, Esau and Jacob. 
I want to welcome Stephanie Krueger as the new preschool teacher aide. 
God bless everyone. 
Miss Cam and Miss Stephanie  

Book Drive  

WOW!  Thank you so much for your over-
whelming response to the book drive held in 
July.  Trinity sure is a church that takes care 
of the people.  "Ask, and it will be given to 
you..."  Matt. 7:7.  The children will sure be 
blessed!  God bless you for your generosity!  
— Laurie H. 

 
Normal Worship Schedule Resumes 

September 15th begins our normal worship 
schedule and we will once again have                  
2 services on Sunday mornings.  Join Us for 
our traditional Worship service  at 8:00 am or 
our contemporary Worship service at 10:30.   

 

Support Christian Senior Ministry  

mailto:tlcpreschool2010@yahoo.com




Brooke Allen 

Alexandra Alsup 

Zachary Alsup 

Tammy Anderson 

Ella Baker 

Jeffrey Bartels 

Rebecca Bartels 

Matthew Beaulieu 

Tim Blank 

Ellie Bock 

Mary A. Bohne 

Keith Bychinski 

Ashlynn Carlson 

Emilie Christensen 

William Coffman 

Lucas Collins 

Jeffrey Craig 

Adalyn Dunphey 

Kerry Durham 

Alexander Dynek 

Arlene Ettner 

Emily Faber 

Christy Fell 

Sherry Flint 

Wyatt Flint 

Jeremy Flury 

Justin Flury 

Debbie Fredricks 

Donna Freise 

Helen German 

Debbie Griebenow 

Ashley Grimm 

Gerald Gum 

Michael Harmening 

Suzann Harmening 

Kelly Harrolle 

Esther Heibel 

Miriam Heilman 

Gyle Holden 

Remington Hutsler 

Thomas Kathalynas 

Jamie Keifer 

Blake Kohout 

Lauren Kurpius 

Bret Lucca 

Mason Lucca 

William Marberry 

Patti Marx 

Wayne McClay 

Lorene McIntyre 

Sarah Melnick 

Jonathon Melton 

Warren Nesler 

Abigail Pahnke 

Caitlynn Pryor 

Caitlynn Pryor 

Carla Richardson 

Tami Robinette 

Robert Scherer 

Brock Simon 

Tam Skinner 

Brandon Smith 

Eric Smith 

Linda Somerville 

Tammy Sonntag 

Emily Tetzloff 

Todd Tichawa 

Donna Treadwell 

Briana Vintika 

Emily Wakeley 

Natalie Wells 

Zachery Young 

Scott & Christy Bottermann 

Bud & Patricia Budzien 

Dale & Diane Herrmann 

Warren & Marian Nesler 

 Weekly announcements for the bulletin are due no later  than noon on Wednesdays.  

 The deadline for the October issue of the Messenger Newsletter is Wednesday Sept.  18th.  

 Women’s Breakfast will meet at the Genoa Café at 8:00 on Saturday September  21st .  

 Men’s Breakfast will meet at the Kirkland Family Restaurant at 7:00am on Saturday Sept. 28th.  

 Confirmation Classes start Wednesday September 4th.  

 

 

 



September 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8:30 - 9:15 AM 

Bible Study  
8:45 AM  

Fellowship Hour 
9:30 AM  

Traditional 
 Worship 

2 3 4 
4:30 PM  

Sanctuary Choir 
5:15 PM  

Confirmation  

5 
1:30 PM  

Prayer Team 
6:30 PM 
“Seeking 

Him” Bible 
Study 

8:00 PM 
AA Group  

6 7 
5:30 PM  
Blended  
Worship  

8 
8:30 - 9:15 AM 

Bible Study  
8:45 AM  

Fellowship Hour 
9:30 AM  
Rally Day 
 Worship 

10:30 AM Church 
Picnic 

9 
7:00 PM  

Elder Meeting 

10 11 
4:30 PM  

Sanctuary Choir 
5:30 PM  

Community 
Choir 

5:15 PM  
Confirmation  

12 
6:30 PM 
“Seeking 

Him” Bible 
Study 

8:00 PM 
AA Group  

13 14 
5:30 PM  
Blended  
Worship  

15 
8:00 AM  

Trad. Worship  

9:15 AM  

Education &  

Fellowship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemp. Worship  

16 
7:00 PM BOA 

17 18 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 
4:30 PM  

Sanctuary Choir 
5:30 PM  

Community 
Choir 

5:15 PM  
Confirmation  

19 
1:30 PM  

Ladies Aid 
6:30 PM 
“Seeking 

Him” Bible 
Study 

8:00 PM 
AA Group  

20 21 
8:00 AM 
Women’s 
Breakfast 
5:30 PM  
Blended  
Worship  

22 
8:00 AM  

Trad. Worship  

9:15 AM  

Education &  

Fellowship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemp. Worship  

23 24 
9:30 AM 

Newsletter 
Assembling 

25 
4:30 PM  

Sanctuary Choir 
5:30 PM  

Community 
Choir 

5:15 PM  
Confirmation  

26 
6:30 PM 
“Seeking 

Him” Bible 
Study 

8:00 PM 
AA Group  

27 28 
7:00 AM 

Men’s  
Breakfast 
5:30 PM  
Blended  
Worship  

29 
8:00 AM  

Trad. Worship  

9:15 AM  

Education &  

Fellowship Hr. 

10:30 AM  

Contemp. Worship  

30      








